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WHAT  DO  WE  SHARE. 


leaving  home. 

sos. 

vail. 

smith. 

adjusting. 

community. 

learning. 

growing. 

persevering. 

crisis. 

celebration 

faith. 

friendship 

tears. 

laughter. 

music. 

dancing. 

failure 

victory. 

road  trips 

memories. 

adversity. 

decisions. 

procrastination. 

all-nighters. 

the  caf 

the  quad. 

convo. 

complaints 

adventure. 

goals. 

dreams. 

love. 

change. 

graduation 
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The  basketball  team 
surprised  themselves  and  the  country  in  its  first  trip  to  the 
NCAA  tournament. 

Legends  Of  the  Hall    Fact  or  fiction?  Do  ghosts  haunt 
the  library  and  the  Wright  Center?  And  how  many  trees  are 
really  supposed  to  be  on  the  quad? 
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Samford  students  reach  out  to  the  world,  the  nation 
and  the  Birmingham  community.  In  the  process  they  eat  Chinese 
chicken,  teach  store  owners  to  read  and  play  on  swing  sets. 


twenty-si>efi 


Homecoming    See  them  score,  see  them  scream. 
See  them  crown  the  king  and  queen.  See  the  bulldogs  beat 
that  team. 
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Take  a  walk  into  the  SGA  office, 
and  experience  the  lighter  side  of  Student  Government. 


thirty-foiu4 


No  GutS,  No  Glory   More  than  beauty  queens, 
Miss  Samford  contestants  sharpen  their  interview  skills 


thirty-si)u6 


The  ArtS   Student  artists  spend  time  singing,  acting,  sculpting 
and  playing.  Creativity  claims  these  students'  lives  and  minds. 


forty-four-- 


Study  abroaders  share  the 
thoughts  from  their  weeks  and  months  of  travel  overseas. 
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Step  Sing  —the  phenomenon    Everybody  wants  to  sing 
and  dance.   Here  are  those  who  did  it  best. 
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58 


Diversity    Moroccan  student  Hanan  Anoua  and  sociology 
professor  Dr.  Jo  Dohoney  say  Samford  needs  a  lesson  in 
accepting  differences. 
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60 


Athletics    Teamwork  and  team  spirit.  Athletes  support  their 
teammates  like  family  even  when  the  student  body  doesn't. 


se 


verity 


The  dance  of  the  40s  is  back  and  students  are 
gettin'  their  boogie  boogie  on. 


seventy-fou^A 


Between  Rush,  pancake  breakfasts,  parties 
and  service  projects,  what  does  it  really  mean  to  be  Greek7 


eighty-fou^4 


The  ins  and  outs  of  Problem-Based  Learning    Will 
it  pass  at  Samford? 


eighty-si>86 


IntramuralS    Pants  down,  its  the  best  thing  to  do  at  Samford. 
In  spite  of  broken  legs  and  fingers,  students  keep  coming  back 
for  more. 


ninety-two^ 


Monica,  Iraq  and  renovation.  These  are  the  sto- 
ries from  outside  that  penetrated  the  Samford  sphere. 


ninety-fou§4 


Seniors  share  their  secret  crushes,  late- 
night  campus  jaunts  and  silly  superlatives. 
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The  staff  of  Entre  Nous  seeks  to  provide  documentation  of  a  year  in  the  life  of  the  Samford 
community.  To  us  this  means  more  than  recounting  events.  We  seek  to  capture  the  impres- 
sions the  year  left  on  students,  faculty  and  administration  by  moving  beyond  the  events 
themselves  to  the  way  they  affected  and  shaped  us 

Samford  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Institution  and  welcomes  applications  for  employ- 
ment and  educational  programs  from  all  individuals  regardless  of  race,  color,  sex,  handicap  or 
national  or  ethnic  origin. 
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letter  from  the  editor 


Between  you  and  me.  .  . 

I  didn't  really  want  to  be  the  editor  of  Entre  Nous.  To  tell 
you  the  truth,  the  very  thought  of  it  scared  me  to  death  I  didn't 
have  enough  confidence  in  myself  to  believe  the  task  could  be 
accomplished.  But  now  I'm  thankful  for  the  opportunity.  I've 
learned  so  much  about  myself  and  about  others. 

As  Jenny  and  Ann  and  I  brainstormed  over  a  theme  for  this 
year's  Entre  Nous,  we  decided  to  play  off  the  English  translation 
of  the  title,  which  is,  for  those  of  you  who  aren't  French  students, 
"between  us."  Together  we  discussed  the  various  connotations 
we  each  associated  with  the  phrase.  We  kept  coming  back  to 
honesty,  intimacy  and  being  real  with  one  another.  Somewhere 
along  the  way  the  phrase  "dance  like  no  one's  watching"  sur- 
faced, and  it's  one  I've  clung  to  throughout  the  planning  and 
production  of  this  magazine. 

Think  about  it  for  a  moment  if  you  will.  Dance  like  there's  no 
one  watching.  To  me  the  phrase  is  the  embodiment  of  honesty 
and  freedom.  In  this  magazine,  we  want  to  take  you  past  the 
surface,  past  the  cordial  smiles  and  common  hey-how-ya-doin- 
great-keep  on  walking-greetings  that  we're  so  accustomed  to 
at  Samford  I  think  our  efforts  are  more  obvious  in  some  parts 
than  others.  I  admit  it  was  difficult  to  find  a  balance  between 


the  sort  of  yearbook  it's  supposed  to  be  and  the  kind  of  maga- 
zine we  want  it  to  be.  We  hope  that  where  the  editorial  content 
falls  short  of  the  goal,  the  photography  and  design  pick  up  the 
slack.  Ann  chose  to  get  rid  of  the  excess  and  to  keep  it  simple 
Wouldn't  it  be  great  if  we  would  all  do  that  with  one  another7 
I  admit  it's  tough  to  get  rid  of  the  superficial  appearances. 
It  can  be  a  frightening  thing  to  let  someone  else  know  who  you 
really  are,  but  the  rewards  are  worth  the  risk.  I've  learned  so 
much  in  the  past  four  years.  I  just  wish  I  hadn't  wasted  even  a 
single  minute  trying  to  figure  out  where  I  am  going.  Those  times 
only  hindered  me  from  learning  more  about  who  I  am  becom- 
ing. For  all  of  you  who  can  identify  with  that  statement,  I  leave 
you  with  the  advice  of  a  very  wise  man.  "Lighten  up,  you're  here 
to  figure  out  what  you  don't  want  to  do."  (Kudos  to  Dr.  Jones.) 
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By  Adam  Plant 


Imagine  a  young  boy  in  his  backyard.  It  is  late  in  the 
evening,  and  the  sun  has  passed  from  the  horizon.  The  boy 
repeatedly  fakes  left  and  takes  one  dribble,  spinning  right  to 
the  middle  of  the  lane.  As  he  fades  backward,  he  holds  his 
breath  and  releases  the  shot.  The  ball  clangs  off  the  right  side 
of  the  rim  and  falls  to  the  pavement.  This  scene  is  repeated 
time  after  time  until  he  hits  the  shot  -  the  one  etched  in  the 
minds  of  every  youth.  The  one  that  lets  him  hit  the  game-win- 
ner and  become  the  hero.  The  dream  shot  that  will  be  played 
and  replayed  forever.  This  is  the  dream  of  every  nine-year-old 
that  has  ever  touched  a  basketball  -  to  make  it  to  the  NCAA 
tournament  and  be  the  hero.  These  dreams  conjure  the  names 
of  the  immortals  -  Danny  Manning,  Christian  Laettner,  and  a 
gangly  freshman  from  North  Carolina  named  Jordan.  Those 


real  deal.  Samford  staved  off  a  second  half  Tulane  run  for  a 
76-73  victory  behind  game  highs  in  points  (19)  and  rebounds 
(7)  from  Reed  Rawlings. 

In  conference,  the  'Dogs  ran  the  table  in  the  first  half  of  the 
season,  amassing  13  straight  conference  wins  and  going 
undefeated  in  the  month  of  January.  During  this  run,  the  lead- 
ership of  juniors  Rawlings,  Boyd  Kaiser,  Mario  Lopez  and  Will 
Daniel  proved  to  be  a  catalyst  of  the  team's  success.  Coach 
Tillette  cited  Daniel  as  a  prime  example  of  Samford  Basketball 
philosophy  of  players  "fitting  into  the  system  before  they  can 
stand  out"  and  commended  Lopez's  "subtle  virtuosity"  at  the 
point.   Of  the  conference  win  streak  Daniel  commented,  "We 
really  wanted  to  go  undefeated,  but  late  in  the  conference 
schedule  it  became  a  real  burden  to  the  team.  We  quit  playing 
to  win  and  started  playing  not  to  lose." 

The  Bulldogs'  only  conference  loss  of  the  season  came  on 
February  13,  with  a  streak  ending  54-57  loss  to  Georgia  State 
at  the  friendly  confines  of  Seibert  Hall.   However,  the  regular 
season  proved  to  be  very  successful  for  the  team  as  Rawlings 


"We  really  wanted  to  go  undefeated,  but  late  in  the  conference  schedule  it  became 


might  be  the  names  and  faces  in  the  dreams,  but  every  child 
imagines  that  one  day  the  name  on  the  back  of  the  jersey  will 
be  his  own.  This  year  the  Samford  men's  basketball  team  got 
the  chance  to  live  that  dream. 

Coach  Jimmy  Tillette  said,  "Entering  the  season,  I  really  felt 
that  we  had  a  good  chance  to  win  the  conference."  That  cau- 
tious optimism  marked  the  Bulldogs'  early  season  perfor- 
mance, as  they  started  out  6-3.  Some  of  the  biggest  games  in 
the  non-conference  schedule  came  against  noted  opponents 
like  Northeast  Louisiana,  UTEP,  and  Chattanooga,  but  perhaps 
the  biggest  win  in  the  early  going  came  in  New  Orleans 
against  the  Tulane  Green  Wave.  Tulane  entered  the  game  an 
odds-on  favorite,  but  quickly  learned  the  Bulldogs  were  the 


collected  TAAC  Player  of  the  year  honors,  and  Coach  Tillette 
was  named  TAAC  Coach  of  the  year.  Three  players  were 
named  to  the  All-TAAC  teams:  Rawlings  (First  Team),  Daniel 
(Second  Team)  and  Marc  Salyers  (Third  Team);  and  the 
Bulldogs  came  within  two  games  of  surpassing  the  longest 
winning  streak  in  school  history. 

However,  it  was  in  the  post-season  that  those  childhood 
dreams  became  a  reality.  The  Bulldogs  entered  the  TAAC 
Tournament  as  the  number  one  seed  and  carried  high  expec- 
tations into  tournament  play.  Many  fans  made  the  long  trip 


m 
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from  Birmingham  to  the  tournament  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.  One  of 
the  Samford  faithful,  junior  Janie  Campbell  said,  "I  really 
enjoyed  the  whole  atmosphere  of  the  tournament  and  got 
caught  up  in  the  rush  of  the  experience." 

It  was  in  the  TAAC  tournament  that  sophomore  center 
Salyers  fully  realized  his  potential.  Salyers  collected  the  tourna- 
ment's Most  Valuable  Player  award  as  he  contributed  a  double 
double  (10  pts,  1 1  rebs)  against  Campbell  in  the  first  round 
and  tied  his  career  best  point  total  with  22  in  the  finals  against 
Central  Florida.  Coach  Tillette  said,  "Marc  has  one  of  the  best 
leadership  personalities  on  the  team  and  he  always  keeps 
things  interesting."  Teammate  Chris  Sparks  said  of  his  room- 
mate, "Marc  loves  being  different.   He  said  one  of  the  best 
compliments  he  had  from  the  media  was  that  he  was  one  of 


high  school  basketball  last  year  and  showed  why  with  his 
touch  from  behind  the  arc.  "After  I  hit  my  first  shot,  my  confi- 
dence level  really  went  up,"  he  said.  Weaver  hit  seven  of  eight 
shots  and  five  of  six  threes  as  he  rang  up  20  total  points. 
"That  game  is  the  most  memorable  experience  I've  had  play- 
ing basketball,"  he  said. 

It  also  proved  to  be  the  best  example  of  the  Princeton-style 
offensive  system  of  long  range  shooting  and  frequent  back- 
door cuts,  which  was  installed  only  a  season  ago.  Almost 
every  player  on  the  Samford  roster  had  a  SportsCenter  high- 
light in  that  game  and  junior  reserve  Lee  Burgess  capped  off 
the  game  by  dishing  out  a  textbook  assist  to  Skypala.  Those 
SportsCenter  highlights  were  only  a  sign  of  things  to  come  as 
the  Dogs  hoisted  the  championship  trophy  as  the  first  team  to 
claim  a  bid  to  the  "Big  Dance"  and  entered  the  media  blitz 
that  is  March  Madness. 

After  a  week  of  interviews,  hype,  and  CBS  network  promo 
shoots,  anxious  fans  gathered  in  Seibert  Hall  on  "Selection 


a  real  burden  to  the  team.    We  quit  playing  to  win  and  started  playing  not  to  lose. 


the  least  Samford-looking  players  on  the  team  "  Salyers  admit- 
ted he  was  surprised  to  be  named  MVP  in  his  sophomore  year. 
Another  pleasant  surprise  came  during  the  semi-final  game 
against  Centenary  as  the  Bulldogs  dug  deep  into  the  bench 
when  several  starters  were  saddled  with  early  foul  trouble. 
Reserves  Sparks  and  Gabe  Skypala,  who  at  one  point  in  the 
season  led  the  nation  in  three-point  percentage,  contributed 
important  minutes  as  the  Bulldogs  advanced  to  the  final  game 
of  the  tournament.  It  was  in  that  final  game  that  the  Bulldogs 
first  received  national  media  attention  through  ESPN's  game 
coverage.  The  finals  also  served  as  a  coming  out  party  for  one 
of  the  team's  best  young  talents,  freshman  guard  Chris 
Weaver.  The  Arab,  Ala.,  native  was  the  leading  scorer  in  state 


Sunday"  to  find  out  the  team's  destination  and  first-round 
opponent.  While  many  students  hoped  for  a  trip  to  New 
Orleans  and  Coach  Tillette  wanted  a  West  Coast  opponent, 
the  'Dogs  got  neither  The  NCAA  selection  committee  sent 
Samford  to  Orlando,  Fla.,  for  a  first-round  matchup  with  ninth 
ranked  St.  John's  Red  Storm 

"It  really  was  the  worst  possible  scenario  because  St. 
John's  was  familiar  with  the  Princeton  scheme,  and  they  were 
comfortable  defending  for  20  to  30  seconds  each  trip  down 
the  floor,"  Tillette  said.  Citing  his  napoleonic  theory  of  warfare, 


he  went  on  to  say,  "We  really  had  hoped  to  disjoint  their  equi- 
librium during  the  game  and  force  some  errors." 

Unfortunately,  the  Big  East  Conference  powerhouse  was 
too  much  for  the  'Dogs,  whose  precisely  calibrated  offense 
appeared  to  show  the  effects  of  a  two-week  layoff.  The  Red 
Storm  jumped  out  to  an  early  lead,  and  held  off  several 
Samford  runs  throughout  the  contest.  The  'Dogs  suffered  sea- 
son lows  in  points,  assists  and  field  goal  percentage,  largely 
due  to  the  play  of  Ron  Artest,  Lavar  Postell,  and  Erick  Barkley 
from  St.  John's.  However,  the  43-69  loss  did  not  dash  the 
'Dogs'  hope. 

This  trip  to  the  NCAA  tournament  laid  the  groundwork  for 
what  Coach  Tillette  describes  as  the  "cycle  of  achievement"  as 
the  team  set  its  goals  for  next  year  —  to  improve,  to  repeat  as 
TAAC  champs  and  to  advance  in  the  NCAA  tournament.  Next 
year  will  also  bring  the  addition  of  opponents  like  Wyoming, 
Alabama  and  an  invitation  to  the  Iowa  State  University 
Tournament.  Although  the  team  will  not  surprise  anybody  on 
the  schedule,  those  goals  seem  to  be  very  attainable  with 
every  player  returning  and  the  availability  of  transfer  Derrick 
Jones. 

If  nothing  else,  this  season  fulfilled  the  dreams  of  players 
and  fans  alike.  Janie  Campbell  said,  "I  really  hadn't  ever  had  a 
team  to  root  for  in  the  tournament  until  this  year.  It  was  some- 
thing I  had  always  wanted  to  happen." 

This  year  was  also  a  lesson  about  those  dreams.  "This  was 
something  everyone  on  the  team  has  dreamed  of  since  we 
picked  up  a  ball  for  the  first  time,"  Burgess  said. 

Just  like  that  little  boy  in  the  back  yard  shooting  until  sun- 
set, there  is  always  tomorrow.  For  the  Samford  basketball  pro- 
gram, the  dreams  of  tomorrow  may  soon  be  a  reality. 


STATS,  RECORDS,  AND  FIRSTS 

-The  win  at  Tulane  was  ranked  as  one  of  the  Top 

10  upsets  of  all  time  in  Alabama  college  basketball 

by  The  Birmingham  News  in  a  column  that 

appeared  near  the  end  of  the  season. 

-Three  players  were  named  to  the  All-TAAC  teams: 

Rawlings  (First  Team),  Daniel  (Second  Team),  and 

Salyers  (Third  Team) 
-The  Bulldogs  came  within  two  games  of  surpass- 
ing the  longest  winning  streak  in  school  history 
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However,  the  library  has  been  renovated,  and  Dean  Burns' 
fourth-floor  home  of  4 1  years  among  the  boxes  of  documents 
and  portraits  of  past  presidents  has  been  changed  into  a  facul- 
ty lounge  and  offices  for  various  faculty  members. 

During  the  renovation,  departments  in  the  library  had  to  be 
moved  to  other  locations.   Special  Collection,  for  instance, 
moved  to  the  Law  Library 


egends  Legends  Legends  Legends  Legends  Legenc 


The  Legend  of  the  Flagpole 

At  the  peak  of  the  rivalry  between  Birmingham-Southern 
College  and  Howard  College,  school  spirit  reached  such  a  cli- 
max that  minor  acts  of  violence  became  prevalent.  Basketball 
games  between  the  two  teams  were  called  off. 

At  about  this  time,  Howard  made  its  move  from  East  Lake 
to  Homewood.  Fraternity  brothers  decided  to  manually  take 
down  the  flagpole  at  East  Lake  and  carry  it  on  their  shoulders 
to  Homewood. 

About  a  mile  off  the  East  Lake  campus,  their  shoulders  gave 
out  and  they  were  stranded. 

When  students  at  Birmingham-Southern  learned  of  this,  they 
decided  to  go  rescue  the  Howard  frat  brothers.  They  procured 
a  tractor-trailer  and  the  former  rivals  completed  the  journey  to 
Homewood  together  with  the  cumbersome  flagpole  in  tow. 

The  Legend  of  the  Library 

Dusk  descends  lightly  on  Samford's  campus.  The  rosy  glow 
of  the  sunset  fades  from  the  horizon  and  a  night  breeze  whis- 
pers past  you.  you  readjust  your  backpack  and  continue  your 
trek  toward  the  library,  not  quite  ready  for  an  evening  of  study 

Then,  you  see  it.  No,  it  couldn't  be.  The  fourth  floor  of  the 
library  is  closed  to  the  public.  Don't  they  keep  records  up 
there?  But  there's  a  light  on  in  the  attic.  And  a  man's  silhouette 
stands  in  the  foreground,  turning  pages  of  a  book. 

According  to  Samford's  legend,  that's  what  you  may  have 
seen  before  the  renovation  of  Harwell  G.  Davis  Library  The  sil- 
houette would  be  Percy  Pratt  Burns,  head  of  Howard  College's 
English  Department  from  1912  until  his  death  in  1957  The 
book  would  be  a  volume  of  Shakespeare-  Dean  Burns'  life- 
long passion 

Percy  Pratt  Burns  was  born  June  7,  1884,  in  Jemison,  Ala 
He  served  Howard  College  as  professor  and  dean  of  English 
for  most  of  his  life.  Students  and  faculty  at  Howard  held  great 
admiration  for  him.  At  his  death,  college  president  Harwell  G. 
Davis  said,  "Dean  Burns  has  been  identified  with  the  college 
for  so  long  that  we  looked  upon  him  as  Mr.  Howard." 


Research  librarian  Becky  Strickland,  who  has  worked  in  the 
library  for  two  years,  recalls,  "We  were  packing  up  and  some- 
one said  something  like,  Don't  say  anything  about  moving 
because  he'll  hear.'" 

Perhaps  he  did  hear,  because  Strickland  tells  of  some 
strange  events  that  occurred  in  the  Law  Library.   "There  were 
maybe  1 5  or  20  times  a  week,  the  alarms  (to  Special 
Collection]  would  go  off.   No  one  would  walk  through,  the 
doors  had  not  been  opened...!  was  thinking.  Maybe  he  came 
with  us.'" 

Special  Collection  librarian  Elizabeth  Wells,  who  has  worked 
in  the  library  for  23  years,  concurs;  "There  were  times  when 
the  alarm  [to  Special  Collection]  would  go  off  and  there  was 
nobody  there.  That  was  weird.  We  never  understood  that " 

And  now7   Has  the  spirit  stayed  in  the  Law  Library,  or  did 
he  follow  Special  Collection  back  to  Davis  Library,  now  on  the 
lower  level7 

Could  he  be  in  the  compact  storage  area,  where  Special 
Collection  keeps  its  old  documents  and  portraits  now?  Or 
could  he  be  in  the  microfilm  department,  where  there  are  rela- 
tively few  people7  While  there  are  fewer  nooks  and  crannies 
for  a  spirit  to  reside  in  the  library,  his  home  has  not  been  com- 
pletely destroyed. 

Sometimes  I  "feel  an  eerie  sort  of  presence,  like  a  cool  draft 
or  something,"  Strickland  reports. 

"Sometimes  I'll  be  in  [my  office]  and  I'll  look  out  (in  Special 
Collection]  because  I  feel  like  someone's  there.   And  nobody 
is,  but  I'll  keep  looking  and  I  don't  know  why,"  Wells  says. 
"Sometimes  I  get  kind  of  scared.   Other  times,  it's  rather  sooth- 
ing to  think  someone  could  be  here." 


egends  Legends  Legends  Legends  Legends  Legenc 


With  a  spirit  that  reads  Shakespeare,  that  might  be 
understandable    Iva  C  Childers  Stover,  one  of  his  students, 
described  the  way  Dean  Burns  read  Shakespeare  in  her  poem 
"Rondeau  to  Dean  Burns": 

And  when  he  stopped,  the  spell  was  sped, 

The  music  stilled,  the  beauty  fled 

The  sorcery  came  back  when  he 

Read  on  again. 


The  Legend  of  the  Trees 


Talk  about  your  major  faux  pas. 

It  was  the  summer  of  1957,  and  construction  workers  were 
clearing  the  land  in  preparation  to  build  the  new  campus  for 
Howard  College  in  Homewood. 

Since  the  area  was  wooded,  Howard  trustees  had  to  make 
a  decision  on  which  trees  to  keep  and  which  trees  to  cut  down. 

Armed  with  cans  of  spray  paint,  they  set  about  marking  the 
trees  they  wished  to  keep. 

Unfortunately,  according  to  Samford  legend,  the  workers 
cut  down  all  the  marked  trees,  leaving  the  few  unmarked 
trees  behind. 

The  Legend  of  Harry 

Late  one  night  on  October  15,  1854,  the  campus  of 
Howard  College  in  Marion,  Alabama,  lay  still  and  silent.  As  the 
gentle  drone  of  snoring  filled  the  air,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the 
college  building,  which  housed  the  library,  chemistry  and 
physics  departments  and  students,  among  other  things 

Harry,  slave  of  Henry  Talbird  (then  president  of  the  college), 
braved  the  flames  and  the  smoke  to  wake  the  boys  in  the 
burning  building.  All  the  students  but  one  Anderson  H.  Talbert 
escaped,  thanks  to  Harry's  courage. 

Although  Harry  lost  his  life  in  the  fire,  his  story  lives  on.  A 
memorial  was  erected  in  his  honor  in  Marion  and  in  a  plaque 
on  Centennial  Walk  in  front  of  Harwell  G.  Davis  Library  here  at 
Samford  University. 


The  Legend  of  Cleophas 

The  next  time  you  go  to  a  play  in  Harrison  Theater  or  see  a 
concert  in  the  Wright  Center,  remember:  Cleophas  is  watching. 

Cleophas  is  the  ghost  who  belongs  to  the  Wright  Center. 
Or  maybe  the  Wright  Center  belongs  to  him. 

The  story  of  Cleophas  begins  with  the  construction  of  the 
Wright  Center.  According  to  legend,  a  construction  worker 
plummeted  to  his  death  in  the  elevator  shaft  on  the  southwest- 
ern side  of  the  building. 

He  was  not  given  the  name  Cleophas  until  about  20  years 
ago,  when  theater  students  felt  they  should  refer  to  him  by 
some  other  moniker  than  "The  Phantom ." 

Unfortunately,  this  cannot  be  confirmed  as  the  construction 
company  "Cleophas"  was  working  for  went  out  of  business 
shortly  after  the  Wright  Center  was  built 

All  means  of  confirmation  aside,  though,  theater  students 
and  workers  alike  can  attest  to  the  strange  things  that  happen 
in  the  Wright  Center. 

Mark  Fuller,  former  managing  director  of  the  Wright  Center, 
said,  "I  would  lock  my  office  and  walk  toward  the  elevator.  I 
would  get  within  ten  feet  of  it  and  hear  the  elevator  start  up 
and  the  doors  would  open." 

Fact  or  fiction?    Next  time  you're  in  the  Wright  Center, 
you  decide. 


15 


ministries 

Reaching  Out...  to  the  World 


The  Great  Wall  Communism.  Rice 
When  most  people  combine  these  three 
words,  they  think  of  a  trip  to  China.  But 
last  summer  19  students  traveled  to 
China  for  more  than  sightseeing  and 
eating. 

Each  group  member  raised  $2,800 
by  sending  letters  to  friends  and  family, 
explaining  to  them  the  purpose  and 
cost  of  the  trip. 

"I  was  so  excited  about  having  the 
opportunity  to  go  to  a  foreign  land  to  be 
a  co-laborer  with  God  It  was  such  an 
awesome  privilege  to  work  with  God 
and  be  a  part  of  what  He  is  doing," 
junior  Taylor  Hanson  said 

The  team  focused  on  building  rela- 
tionships with  the  Chinese.  For  two 
weeks  out  of  the  month,  Taylor  and  the 
rest  of  the  group  got  to  know  children 
through  teaching  basketball  and  English 
to  more  than  250  of  them 

"I  learned  so  much  about  the  global 


needs  surrounding  us  each  day.  My 
eyes  were  opened  to  the  fact  that  there 
are  still  places  out  there  that  haven't 
heard  the  Gospel,"  junior  Mary  Michael 
Garver  said 

The  students  could  not  use  words 
with  religious  meanings,  such  as  "God," 
"Jesus"  or  "Bible,"  nor  could  they  pray 
with  their  eyes  closed.  They  took  such 
precautions  for  fear  government  officials 
might  discover  their  real  purpose  for 
coming  to  China,  which  was  to  share 
the  Christian  faith  with  a  Moslem  minori- 
ty group. 

Knowing  government  officials  are 
tough  on  anyone  worshiping  outside 
state-sponsored  churches,  the  students 
put  themselves  at  risk  to  share  their 
faith  in  Christ.  Within  the  particular 
group  they  targeted,  only  26%  have 
ever  heard  the  Gospel.  Known  believers 
number  only  20. 

Although  an  element  of  danger  sur- 
rounded the  trip,  senior  Jennifer  Phillips 
said  she  was  never  worried.  "We  just 
knew  God  had  provided  for  us  to  go 
over  there,  and  He  was  our  protector. 
He  is  bigger  than  any  of  the  problems 
that  could  have  occurred." 

Jennifer  agreed  with  the  rest  of  the 
team  that  their  trip  could  not  be  com- 
pared to  other  mission  experiences. 
"Many  people  measure  the  success  of 
trips  with  the  amount  of  response  to  the 
Gospel,  but  that  was  not  the  case  with 
our  time  in  China.  God  promises  in 
Isaiah  55:1  1  that  His  word  never  comes 
back  void. 

God's  word  definitely  went  out  to 
some  of  those  people  for  the  first  time, 


spiritual  side  of  the  trip.  Members  of  the 
group  laughed  at  the  Chinese  restrooms 
or  "squatty-potties,"  and  the  Chinese 
food.  One  particular  experience 
occurred  on  their  second  night  in  China. 

The  team  decided  to  go  out  to  eat  to 
celebrate  the  birthdays  of  Ashley  Norton 
and  Jennifer  Phillips.  Promising  them  a 
special  dish,  their  waiter  presented  a 
chicken  dish  called  Dai  Pan  Gi  . 

"It  was  special  all  right,"  Taylor 
laughed,  "special  enough  to  include  the 
head  and  claws  of  the  chicken!" 

When  asked  if  she  enjoyed  her  birth- 
day dinner,  Jennifer  chuckled.  "I  lost  my 
appetite  when  I  saw  the  chicken.  I 


UNDERCOVER  IN  A  CHINESE  HARVEST 


and  we  have  to  trust  Him  for  the 
results." 

Taylor  agreed.  "It  was  not  so  much 
planting  seeds  in  people  as  it  was  plow- 
ing up  the  ground  so  the  seeds  could 
be  planted." 

Taylor  had  an  opportunity  to  share 
the  Gospel  with  one  Chinese  shopkeep- 
er The  woman  wanted  to  learn  English 
and  asked  Taylor  if  she  had  a  book  with 
which  she  could  practice  So  Taylor  took 
her  a  Bible  containing  both  English  and 
Chinese  translations.  Each  day  Taylor 
and  the  woman  read  through  the  book 
of  John  together.  Other  members  of  the 
team  said  that  each  time  they  passed 
the  shop,  they  saw  the  shopkeeper 
reading  the  Bible. 

Some  of  the  lasting  memories  of 
China,  however,  were  not  related  to  the 


decided  the  bread  on  the  table  and  the 
birthday  cake  would  suffice  for  my 
meal." 

One  of  the  funniest  stories  the  group 
of  19  loves  to  tell  captures  the  Chinese 
fascination  with  American  culture  — 
particularly  American  music.  "Groups  of 
Chinese  people  followed  us  everywhere 
we  went,  begging  us  to  sing  the  Titanic 
song  to  them  I  didn't  know  all  the 
words  before  I  went  to  China,  but  by  the 
end  of  the  summer,  I  knew  the  song  by 
heart,"  Mary  Michael  said 

Squatty  potties  and  chicken  heads 
included,  group  members  said  their 
Chinese  encounter  was  a  wonderful, 
life-changing  experience. 

We  now  understand  that  "missions  is 

not  just  an  option,  it  is  a  command," 

Taylor  said. 

by  Courtney  Johnson 
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Wow!  Here  I  am  in  China! 


Just  a  quick  note  to  say  I'm  alive  and  well.  There's  so  much  to  tell  and  so  little  time  Let's  see.  .  .  I  live  in 
the  countryside,  about  three  miles  from  a  small  town.  We  ride  our  bikes  (on  the  days  they  actually  work)  to 
town  and  buy  fruit  and  such  at  the  local  open-air  market.  It's  truly  China  —  raw.  I  love  this  slice  of  Chinese 
life  instead  of  the  big  city.  A  visit  to  Guangzhou  once  in  a  while  is  plenty  for  me.  It  is  chaos! 

Anyway,  I'm  surrounded  by  mountains,  rice  paddies  and  farms  It  is  so  lush  and  green!  Looks  a  lot  like 
the  pictures  I've  always  seen  of  Vietnam.  Check  out  a  map.  We're  just  as  far  south  as  it  is 

The  school's  gated  and  guarded  facility  stands  in  stark  contrast  to  the  shacks  and  humble  dwellings 
along  our  country  road.  The  people  know  our  faces  now  They  wave  to  us  as  we  ride  our  bikes  into  town. 
They  also  look  out  for  us,  since  we  never  make  a  trip  without  at  least  one  bike  breaking1  They  are  so  friend- 
ly and  helpful.  My  experiences  with  them  are  what  I  enjoy  the  most. 

I  teach  7th  grade.  Lots  of  fun!  There's  nothing  like  waking  up  to  the  piercing  sound  of  a  little  Chinese 
opera  at  6  a.m.  Bright  and  early,  the  day  begins  at  Kangda  School  Everyone  within  a  mile  radius  (literally* 
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being  a  servant  and  truly  loving" 

. 

gets  the  pleasure  of  being  serenaded  by  our  school  speaker  system.  (They  play  music  at  various  times 
throughout  the  day  —  everything  from  traditional  Chinese  to  the  Backstreet  Boys,  a  personal  favorite  of  my 
7th  graders.)  Class  and  office  work  begin  at  6:30  for  the  rest  of  the  school,  but  thankfully  my  classes  don't 
start  'til  a  lazy  7:50.  To  all  those  who  suffered  through  8:00  classes  this  semester,  the  ones  you  were  hardly 
awake  enough  to  sit  through,  imagine  tying  to  teach  them.  Oh,  the  many  life  lessons  I'm  learning  this  year.  I 
see  through  different  eyes  now.  I'm  seriously  writing  some  of  my  past  teachers  to  apologize  for  being  such 
a  slacker  at  times. 

Oh,  how  I  wish  you  could  be  here  with  me.  This  year  is  forcing  me  to  learn  more  about  being  a  servant 
and  truly  loving. 

I  have  to  go.  My  time  slot  on  the  computer  is  up.  Hindsight's  20/20,  so  make  the  most  of  your  semester! 

Living  and  Learning, 
Rob 


This  text  was  taken  from  an  email  sent  by  Robin  during  her  year  in  China. 


19 


Reaching  Out...  to  the  Nation 

They  were  living  in  Chicago  with  secure  jobs  and  were 
surrounded  by  friends.  He  ministered  to  an  affluent,  racially 
diverse  church.  But  they  chose  to  leave  it  all  behind. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Brown  say  God  led  them  to  the  impov- 
erished community  of  Tchula,  Miss.  Their  willingness  to  sacri- 
fice comfort  to  obey  God  impacted  members  of  the  BSU  choir 
during  their  fall  mission  trip. 

The  choir  meant  to  minister  to  the  Browns,  but,  as  one 
senior  put  it,  the  couple  ended  up  ministering  to  the  choir. 

"They  took  a  huge  pay  cut,  and  their  apartment  isn't  much 
bigger  than  an  entire  suite  in  Beeson  Woods,  but  they  are  joy- 
ful. They  love  each  other,  and  they're  content.  It  made  me 
wonder  if  I  could  be  satisfied  in  similar  circumstances,"  senior 
Natalie  Ware  said. 

The  Browns  went  to  Tchula  to  start  a  church,  but  they  had 


MORE  TO  THIS  LIFE  BSU  Choir  Learns 

no  building.  Their  first  meetings  were  in  an  old  barn.  They  later 
moved  into  an  abandoned  grocery  store.  Actually,  it  wasn't 
totally  abandoned.  The  Browns  found  plenty  of  rats  and  rotten 
food,  along  with  several  homeless  people  who  had  taken  up 
residence. 

Aliya  Brown,  their  daughter,  said  her  parents  weren't  dis- 
couraged by  the  project.   "They  saw  the  grocery  store  like 
Christ  sees  us  -  totally  in  need  of  being  cleaned  up  from  the 
inside  out,"  Brown  said. 

Senior  Carin  Glover  planned  most  of  the  trip.  She  said  the 
experience  was  eye-opening  for  much  of  the  choir. 

"It's  just  a  different  kind  of  place.   It's  a  small  town  of  about 
2,220,  and  it's  a  very  poor  area.  Most  of  the  community  lives 
below  the  poverty  line.  Often  times,  they  have  the  same  prob- 
lems that  an  inner-city  area  would,  but  because  they  are  in 
such  a  rural  area  they  don't  get  as  much  ministry,"  Glover  said. 

During  the  weekend  trip  the  choir  placed  themselves  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Browns  They  helped  them  paint  inside  the 
church  and  organize  a  clothes  closet.  The  choir  also  per- 
formed for  the  community  on  Saturday  afternoon  on  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  the  Browns'  church. 

"Mr.  Brown  told  us  that  this  experience  would  expand  our 


A  Samford  student  hammers  away  as 
her  team  helps  build  a  house 


about  Sacrifice 


"...There  is  so  much  more  t( 
life  than  material  comfort  ar 
that  true  joy  comes  from 


view,"  junior  Alanna  Settle  said.   "It  was  exactly  what  he  said 
and  more." 

Natalie  said  she  was  shocked  by  the  racial  turmoil  that  still 
exists  in  Tchula.   "It  really  felt  like  we  should  have  been  in 
another  century.  " 

When  the  Browns  came  to  Tchula,  they  received  no  help 
from  the  local  churches  because  of  their  color.   "They  told  us 
that  there  is  a  severe  line  between  the  black  and  white  parts 
of  town  and  that  line  is  not  crossed,"  Natalie  said 

After  their  work  on  Saturday,  the  choir  attended  the  Browns' 
church  on  Sunday  morning.  Brown  spoke  about  the  blessings 
of  God,  which  amazed  Natalie 

"As  he  talked,  I  thought  about  the  fact  that  he  and  his  wife 
are  living  just  above  the  poverty  line,  yet  he  is  able  to  speak 
with  joy  about  how  God  has  blessed  him.  He  is  excited  that  he 
can  call  God  Daddy'  and  friend.'  It  blew  me  away 

"The  whole  experience  just  reaffirmed  for  me  that  there  is 
so  much  more  to  life  than  material  comfort  and  that  true  joy 
comes  from  obeying  God  and  going  where  He  sends  you." 

by  Katnna  Dillon 
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love  for  them,  the  only  way  they  know  it's 
true  is  through  our  love  of  them." 
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In  the  winter,  many  of  them  don't 
wear  socks.   Most  of  them  don't  own 
coats.   They  run  wild  on  the  playground, 
shivering  through  their  smiles. 

The  owners  of  the  row  houses  board 
up  their  windows  in  the  winter  months, 
trying  to  keep  warm.  Drug  dealers  are 
occasionally  spotted  roaming.   Police 
cars  often  ride  the  streets. 

This  is  the  neighborhood  of 
Loveman's  Village,  an  inner  city  govern- 
ment housing  project  near  Greensprings 
Hwy.  This  blatant  poverty  exists  less 
than  10  minutes  from  Samford's  pristine 
campus. 

Saturday  mornings  at  9  a.m.,  a  group 
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Ville  Crew  offers  Samford 
students  opportunities 
to  work  in  very  unfamiliar 
situations  with  impoverished 
children. 


of  Samford  students  assembles  outside 
the  University  Center  and  drives  to 
Loveman's  Village.   Hence  the  name 
"Ville  Crew." 

The  purpose?  To  minister  to  the 
children  there. 

As  cars  pull  up  to  the  playground, 
children  swarm.   "The  white  people  are 
here!"  one  girl  shouts    A  little  boy 
shrieks,  "Put  me  on  your  back!" 

The  bleak  world  is  heartbreaking  for 
the  volunteers.  "The  first  time  I  went  to 
Ville  Crew,  I  knew  it  would  be  a  rough 
neighborhood,  but  I  still  couldn't  believe 
the  poverty  those  kids  live  in  every  day," 
junior  Angie  Stinnett  said. 

yet,  even  in  the  most  deprived  set- 
tings, kids  are  kids;  they  know  how  to 
have  fun. 

The  typical  Saturday  morning  in  the 
projects  starts  as  students  walk  up  and 
down  the  housing  rows  to  let  the  kids 
know  that  they  have  arrived.  The  com- 
ments from  adults  are  less  enthusiastic. 

One  policeman  said  "you  are  crazy 
for  coming."  But  the  kids  are  expectant, 
and  they  come  streaming  out  from  all 
directions.  "We  see  children  of  all  ages. 
There  are  just  as  many  4-year-olds  as 
there  are  10-year-olds.  We  never  know 
how  many  kids  to  expect;  some  days 
we'll  have  20,  other  days  40  will  show 
up,"  senior  Lynn  Kryger  said. 

In  the  playground  across  the  street, 
students  spend  the  next  few  hours  play- 
ing basketball  or  football,  making  arts 
and  crafts,  turning  the  jump  rope  for 
long  lines  of  children. 

"My  favorite  thing  about  Ville  Crew  is 
how  the  children  get  to  know  us  and 
call  us  by  name.  We  get  to  see  them 
grow  up  and  develop  relationships  with 
them.  They  think  of  us  as  friends,  not 
just  visitors,"  junior  Daria  Grandy  said. 

Sing-alongs  and  Bible  stories  also 
entertain  the  kids.  "Even  though  we  tell 
the  kids  of  Jesus'  love  for  them,  the  only 
way  they  know  it's  true  is  through  our 
love  of  them,"  Lynn  says.  "They  crave 
our  hugs  and  smiles  and  kind  words." 

"It's  great  to  watch  them  respond  to 
even  the  smallest  gesture  of  love," 
sophomore  Thomas  Mercer  said.  He 
remembers  a  recent  conversation  with 
8-year-old  Ricky. 

Thomas  told  him,  "I  love  you,  and 
even  more  than  that,  God  loves  you." 
Ricky  snorted  and  replied,  "yeah,  right." 
The  two  continued  to  spend  the  morn- 
ing together  playing  football  When  it 
was  time  to  leave,  Thomas  repeated 
himself,  "I  love  you,  and  even  more  than 
that,  God  loves  you."  Ricky  looked  up  at 


Thomas,  "you  really  mean  that,  don't 
you?"  he  asked  incredulously. 

The  opportunity  to  build  personal 
relationships  with  the  children  also 
attracted  sophomore  Laran  Lofton. 
"Through  the  Big  Brother  and  Big  Sister 
program  at  Ville  Crew,  I've  felt  that  I've 
been  able  to  influence  the  life  of  a  child. 
My  'little  sister'  Ashanti  is  only  nine,  but 
I  hope  I  can  make  a  difference  in  her 
life.  She  loves  that  someone  takes  an 
interest  in  her.  Whether  we  go  to  a  bas- 
ketball game  at  Samford  or  eat  at 
McDonald's,  we  have  fun,"  Laran  said. 

Noon  comes,  and  the  students  drive 
off,  laughing  and  waving  goodbye.  The 
rear  view  mirror  reflects  Sabrina,  8- 
years-old  and  full  of  sass;  gentle  Nia 
with  her  soft  brown  eyes;  Rodney,  who 
can  run  like  the  wind  and  always  wants 
a  hug;  and  5-year-old  Michael,  the  play- 
ground bully,  full  of  aggression. 

They  are  the  reasons  the  car  full  of 
students  comes  back. 

Maybe  one  day  when  this  ragamuffin 
group  grows  old  and  moves  away  from 
Loveman's  Village,  they  will  remember 
college  students  from  Samford  who 
came  to  play  with  them  and  show  them 
they  were  loved. 

by  Gretchen  Hulse 


25 


They  ran  away  with  the  game.  The  Bulldogs  ran  for 
250  yards  and  three  touchdowns  to  win  against  UT- 
Martin,  Saturday,  Oct.  10.  Led  by  Jerome  Russell, 
junior  tailback,  and  replacement  quarterback,  senior 
Keith  Willliams,  the  Bulldogs  finished  off  the  Skyhawks 
with  a  score  of  24-13.  Starting  quarterback,  Mike 
Cain,  didn't  play  because  of  headaches  and  a  bad  fall 
Russell  said,  "I  think  the  line  and  the  fullbacks  just 
went  out  and  did  a  great  job." 


The  student  body  selected  Susan  Corts  to  be  homecoming 
queen  and  Scott  Stake  as  her  honorary  escort.  As  second  vice- 
president  of  the  Student  Government  Association,  Susan  also 
coordinated  the  commitee  who  planned  the  homecoming  fes- 
tivities A  close  friend  of  Susan's,  senior  Kelly  Morrison,  said 
Susan  was  a  good  candidate  for  queen  because  she  repre- 
sents a  wide  range  of  groups  at  Samford.  Senior  Chris  Price 
said  the  same  about  Scott.,  and  added,  "Scott  has  no  enemies 
and  no  fake  side.  He's  true  to  himself  and  to  others " 


r  ->! 


"We  love  our  band,  we  love  our  band,  we  love  our  band!"  the  football  players 
cheered  for  the  band  at  the  bonfire  Friday,  Oct.  9.  "I  thought  it  was  cool  when 
the  football  team  cheered  for  us.  We  always  cheer  for  them,  and  to  see  them 
turn  around  and  cheer  for  us  meant  a  lot,"  freshman  Katherine  Higgens  said 

-Amber  Alley  and  Emily  Dockrey 
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Some  games  ai 


Wander  into  the  SGA  office,  and  you 
will  see  cubicles  decorated  with  person- 
ality. Some  officers  display  certificates  of 
achievement,  while  others  have  zaps 
and  family  photos.  But  one  officer  -  2nd 
vice  president  Susan  Corts  —  has  a  cube 
decorated  in  one  of  a  kind  style 

While  executive  assistant  Maria 
Burgess  chooses  to  promote  the  whole- 
some Georgia  4-H  with  a  gigantic 
poster,  Susan  rallies  for  the  National 
Smokers  Alliance  with  her  "More 
Americans  Smoke  than  Voted  for 
Clinton,"  bumper  sticker. 

President  Webb  Morgan  has  framed 
pictures  of  beautiful  landscapes,  while 
Susan  would  rather  have  a  picture  of 
seniors  Richard  Dodd,  John  Fortney, 
and  Jason  Zinn  posed  like  Charlies'  Angels. 

And  as  1st  vice  president  Jason 
Roland  proudly  displays  an  autographed 
picture  of  former  First  Lady  Barbara 
Bush,  Susan  opts  for  an  almost  life-sized 
poster  of  the  late  rapper  Tupac  Shakur. 

But  more  interesting  than  how  the 
cubes  are  decorated  is  what  goes  on 
inside  them.  The  SGA  office  is  the  per- 
fect place  to  find  out  what  is  happening 
around  campus.  Because  the  cube  walls 
are  so  thin,  it  is  easy  to  sit  quietly  and 
listen  to  what  people  are  saying  without 
them  knowing  you  are  there.  Who  is 
going  to  what  party,  who's  mad  at  whom 
and  what  someone  really  thinks  about 
you  are  common  topics. 

I  have  learned  that  if  you  have  some- 
thing really  personal  to  say,  then  you 
need  to  do  a  cube-check.  A  cube-check 
consists  of  yelling  "hello"  to  see  if  any- 
one responds.  Even  if  no  one  responds, 
you  are  still  not  in  the  clear.  The  next 
step  is  to  stand  on  your  desk  and  get  an 
aerial  view  of  the  office  to  ensure  that 
there  are  no  stow-aways  eavesdropping 
on  you.  Then  you  may  proceed  with  the 


private  info  intended  only  for  your  close 
friend. 

Another  important  component  of  the 
cubicles  are  the  computers  The  bigger 
your  computer,  the  more  respect  you 
get.  Take  the  cubicle  belonging  to  Ann 
Livingston,  executive  assistant  for  public 
relations,  for  instance.  People  are  so 
impressed  by  her  huge  computer  with 
scanner  and  color  printer.  But  then  I 
take  them  to  see  my  cube  with  the 
1980  Macintosh  and  I  get  a  sympathetic 
"your  computer  sucks"  sigh. 

While  the  computers  are  for  official 
business  only,  an  occasional  exception 
can  be  made.  Such  is  the  case  with  the 
"Love  Calculator."  The  love  calculator  is 
used  by  SGA  officers,  workers  and 
spectators  to  determine  the  potential  for 
a  budding  romance.  Just  go  to  the  web- 
site at  www.lovecalculator  com  and  type 
in  two  individuals'  names,  and  the  com- 
puter tells  you  the  probability  for  a  suc- 
cessful relationship.  Ann  and  treasurer 
Trey  Nelson  have  a  good  chance  of 
love.  The  calculator  gave  them  an  88% 
probability  of  success.  A  future  for 
Webb  and  Susan  looks  doubtful,  though 
They  only  have  a  34%  chance  for  romance. 

The  Love  Calculator  does  have  its 
limits.  While  it  can  tell  you  if  someone  is 
right  for  you,  it  can't  help  you  meet  peo- 
ple. For  that,  you  need  direct  SGA 
involvement.  SGA  can  provide  you  with 
a  group  date  to  the  Homecoming  Ball, 
weekend  getaways  to  conferences  and 
people  to  hang  out  with  after  meetings. 

Members  of  Student  Activities 
Council  have  plenty  of  opportunities  to 
get  to  know  each  other.  Some  of  the 
members  of  S.AC  go  to  the  National 
Association  of  College  Activities  confer- 
ence, along  with  most  of  S.E.B.,  in  the 
fall    We  go  to  N.A.C.A.  to  listen  to 
comedians,  speakers  and  musicians 
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An  SGA  Breakdown: 


who  we  could  possibly  bring  to 
Samford.  From  8:00  a.m.  until  midnight, 
we  sit  in  a  conference  center  and  listen 
to  different  acts.  The  entertainment  is 
pretty  good,  but  what  goes  on  after  is 
usually  more  interesting. 

This  year  we  went  to  North  Carolina 
for  a  few  days.  During  our  last  night 
there,  Suzanne  Presley,  assistant 
director  of  Miss  Samford,  and  I  decided 
to  play  a  prank  on  Elizabeth  Mangham, 
chair  of  the  Stages  Committee.  Suzanne 
and  I  took  our  left-over  travel  food, 
which  consisted  of  chips,  cheese  puffs 
and  cookies,  and  crumbled  it  up  all  over 
Elizabeth's  side  of  the  bed.  Later  that 
night,  Elizabeth  came  in  and  crawled 
into  bed  and  popped  up  screaming 
"who  did  it?"  She  ran  down  the  hall  and 
accused  Ben  Nuss  of  the  act,  but  he 
vehemently  denied  it.  Elizabeth  was  not 
satisfied.  So  she  ran  to  the  room  of 
Suzanne  Martin,  director  of  Greek  Life 
and  Leadership  Development,  scream- 
ing at  the  top  of  her  lungs.  Eventually, 
the  only  people  left  to  accuse  were 
Suzanne  and  myself.  Upon  accusation, 


"SAC  it  to  me!"  SAC  organizes  student  led  events  that  make 
Samford  life  fun  They  do  everything  from  planning  Step  Sing 
and  Homecoming  to  helping  find  speakers  for  Convo. 
Freshmen  flock  to  their  table  at  Vision.  Anyone  can  sign  up  to 
be  on  a  committee,  but  the  2nd  vice  president  chooses  the 
chairpersons. 

Student  Executive  Board  (SEB): 

The  members  of  SEB  are  the  people  who  have  their  mug 
shots  in  the  kiosk  in  the  University  Center.  They  are  the  final 
decision  makers  in  matters  concerning  SGA.  There  are  four 
elected  positions  and  three  appointed  ones. 

Members  of  EAB  are  the  SGA  president's  entourage.  They 
directly  advise  the  president  on  issues  and  handle  things  like 
organizational  relations,  Freshman  Forum  and  ethnic  affairs. 
These  positions  are  appointed  by  the  president. 

Senators  are  the  voice  of  the  common  folk.  They  are  elected 
to  represent  the  views  of  people  in  their  residence  halls, 
schools  and  classes.  They  have  the  power  to  enact  bills  and 
allocate  money  to  various  campus  organizations. 

Student  Judicial  Committee: 

Student  Justices  are  Samford's  version  of  television's  Judge 
Judy.  Justices  review  cases  like  parking  ticket  appeals  and 
decide  whether  or  not  students  are  guilty  of  breaking 
Samford's  rules. 


Suzanne  and  I  took  our  left-over  travel  food  which  consisted  of  chips,  cheese  puffs  ar 


we  denied  it  by  saying  we  didn't  know 
her  well  enough  to  do  that.  Elizabeth 
never  figured  out  who  did  it-until  now. 
(Sorry  Elizabeth-it  was  Suzanne's  idea.) 
Student  Government  Association  is 
more  than  just  "government."  Of  course 
activities  like  senate  and  the  different 
committees  are  important.  More  impor- 
tant, though,  are  the  relationships  built. 
Relationships  that  will  last  a  lifetime  — 
or  at  least  until  the  next  semester  when 
new  officers,  SAC  members  and 
senators  are  selected.  But  even  if  the 
title,  the  relationships,  and  the  cube  are 
temporary  —  the  memories  can  last  for 
as  long  as  you  want  them. 


SEB  Officers 

President:  Webb  Morgan 

1st  Vice-President  (Senate):  Jason  Roland 

2nd  Vice-President  (SAO:  Susan  Corts 

Treasurei  Trey  Nelson 

Chief  of  Staff:  Brad  Minor 

Executive  Assistant  to  the  President:  Maria  Burgess 

Executive  Assistant  for  Public  Relations:  Ann  Livingston 
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4th  Runner-up 

Valerie  Childers 

3rd  Runner-up 

Jennifer  Grass 

2nd  Runner-up 

Misty  Gardner 

1st  Runner-up 

Jennifer  Smith 


by  Holly  Hughey 


She  has  to  perform  a  well-rehearsed 
talent,  attempt  to  respond  intelligently  to 
a  question  picked  at  random,  and 
gracefully  walk  across  the  stage  in  heels 
—  in  a  swimsuit.  And  she  does  it  all  in 
front  of  a  crowd  of  hundreds. 

These  are  some  of  the  duties  of  a 
Miss  Samford  contestant  It  may  sound 
like  torture  to  most  women  and  many 
probably  wonder  why  anyone  would 
want  to  put  herself  through  it. 


Like  Kelly,  Junior  Marissa 
MacCaughelty,  assistant  pageant  direc- 
tor, praises  the  platform  part  of  the 
pageant.  "It's  ideal  for  helping  the 
women  with  interview  skills,  present- 
ing themselves  and  thinking  on  their 
feet,"  she  says. 

Kelly  has  already  had  a  few  opportu- 
nities to  speak  because  of  her  role  as 
Miss  Samford.  Only  a  little  over  a  week 
after  she  was  crowned,  she  was  able  to 


It  may  sound  like  torture  to  most  women 


This  year's  winner,  senior  Kelly 
Jones,  says  one  reason  she  participated 
in  the  Miss  Alabama  preliminary  compe- 
tition is  because  of  the  opportunity  it 
gives  participants  to  develop  a  platform 
and  speak  out  on  issues  important  to 
them.  The  amount  of  scholarships 
involved  is  another  strong  motivator. 

Kelly  is  not  a  pageant  rookie  by  any 
means.  She  participated  in  Mississippi's 
Junior  Miss  program  in  high  school,  and 
last  year  she  competed  in  Miss  Alabama 
as  Miss  Lake  Wedowee. 

Through  her  work  as  a  peer  role 
model  at  Boys  and  Girls  of  Central 
Alabama,  she  promotes  a  platform  of 
sexual  abstinence.  She  is  also  a  trained 
presenter  for  Birmingham's  SAFE  (Sex 
and  Family  Education)  program. 


speak  to  Samford's  board  of  trustees 
and  overseers.  She  is  still  working  on 
her  platform  and  getting  ready  for  the 
Miss  Alabama  pageant  in  June. 

Her  obligations  as  Miss  Samford  will 
go  through  November,  and  she  will 
graduate  in  December  as  a  piano  per- 
formance major,  a  skill  she  used  during 
the  talent  portion  of  the  pageant. 

Kelly  says  the  hard  work  put  into  the 
program  has  been  worth  it.  "Winning 
Miss  Samford  was  such  a  blessing. 
It's  an  incredible  opportunity  for  me." 


Contestants: 

Misty  Gardner 

Michelle  Painter 

Valerie  Childers 

Kelly  Jones 

Jennifer  Smith 

Jennifer  Grass 

Jenny  Drury 

Micah  Martin 

Emily  Bobo 

LaShaun  Lewis 
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Anyone  Seen  a  Six-foot  Rabbit  Around  Here? 

It's  opening  night. 

The  set  has  been  assembled  and  painted.  Costumes  have  been  sewn  and  fitted 

Programs  are  printed,  ushers  are.  .  .  ushing.   Everything  is  complete  except  for 
one  tiny  detail.  The  main  character  —  the  title  character,  even  —  the  focus  of  the 
entire  play  is.  .  .  notably  absent. 

Any  other  director  of  any  other  play  would  have  panicked  in  that  situation,  most 
likely  resulting  in  the  rolling  of  heads.  But  this  wasn't  just  any  other  play; 
this  was  Harvey. 

you  see,  Harvey  -  the  title  character  -  doesn't  exist.  Or  maybe  he  does.  .  .  the 
point  is,  he  wasn't  played  by  an  actor;  it  was  the  audience's  responsibility  to  create 
Harvey  with  their  imagination  And  this  wasn't  just  any  other  director  —  Chris  Nelson 
has  found  himself  on  the  Samford  stage  numerous  times  in  past  years,  in  roles  as 
varied  as  a  Nazi  officer,  a  teenage  girl  and  Noah.  But  aside  from  a  ten-minute  play  in 
the  fall  of  1997,  Harvey  marked  Nelson's  first  time  in  the  director's  chair. 

"I  chose  to  direct  Harvey  because  I  had  seen  the  movie,  and  I  loved  it,"  Nelson 
said.  "I  was  trying  to  find  a  play  to  direct  that  I  loved  and  believed  in."  Sophomore 
Mark  Allen  portrayed  Elwood  P.  Dowd,  the  only  character  who  could  see  and  speak 
to  Harvey,  a  six-foot-one-and-a-half  inch  tall  white  rabbit.  The  character  of  Dowd  was 
made  famous  by  the  late  actor  Jimmy  Stewart,  to  whom  Nelson  dedicated  the  play. 
During  the  course  of  the  play,  Dowd  speaks  to  Harvey,  lets  him  speak,  and  maintains 
eye  contact  with  the  massive  bunny  —  a  daunting  task  for  an  actor. 

"It  took  a  while  to  get  used  to  it,"  Chris  admitted.  "Keeping  the  same  level  of  eye 
contact  through  an  entire  play  can  be  very  difficult,  especially  when  what  you  are 
supposed  to  be  looking  at  is  quite  a  bit  taller  than  you."  However,  fellow  cast  mem- 
ber Scott  Conley  came  up  with  a  solution 


"One  day  Scott  got  on  the  stage  and  said,  'Okay,  Harvey's  as  tall  as  me  Just  look 
here  the  whole  time,'"  Chris  said.  "Mark  did  fine  after  that "  Another  adjustment  that 
had  to  be  made  before  "Harvey"  made  its  debut  had  to  do  with  pacing. 

"I  chose  to  direct  'Harvey'  because  I  had  seen  the  movie,  and  I  loved  it. 

I  was  trying  to  find  a  play  to  direct  that  I  loved  and  believed  in.' 

"In  a  comedy,"  Chris  explained,  "you're  going  to  have  a  very  frenetic  pace.  People 
are  going  to  be  running  around  and  talking  fast.  The  character  of  Elwood  is  very 
sedate."  But  Chris  said  the  end  result  was  great  "Mark  kept  his  own  pace,  no  matter 
what  action  was  going  on  around.  He  made  the  character  work  perfectly ." 

It's  closing  night. 

The  set  is  being  torn  asunder,  some  parts  saved  for  future  productions,  others 
sent  to  the  trash  bins.  Costumes  are  hung,  props  are  replaced.   Harvey  is  no  longer 
absent  —  his  impact  was  so  great  on  the  play  that,  after  watching,  you  may  think, 
"you  know,  I  think  I  might  have  actually  seen  him.  . ." 

"I'm  very  proud  of  the  actors  and  the  other  directors,"  Nelson  said,  looking  out  at 

the  slowly  vanishing  set,  "especially  for  putting  up  with  a  first  time  director  on  such  a 

big  show.  They  put  out  more  effort  than  I  ever  could  have  asked  for. 

"It  was  a  great  show." 

-by  Jeff  Greer 
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A  Mighty  Chorus 

In  1742,  Hallelujahs  rang  out  in  a 
chorus  written  by  Georg  Friedrich 
Handel  for  the  first  time. 

In  1998,  Samford's  combined 
choirs,  accompanied  by  the  Alabama 
Symphony  Orchestra,  continued  this 
Christmas  tradition,  which  began  256 
years  ago.  They  performed  Handel's 
Messiah,  including  the  "Hallelujah"  cho- 
rus, on  December  5,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Richard  Westerfield. 

A  Cappella  Choir,  the  University 
Chorale  and  MasterSingers  made  up 
the  150-person  choir.  Students  and 
faculty  alike  said  they  enjoyed  the 
opportunity. 


For  senior  Carolyn  Stachura,  UC 
member,  this  was  the  first  time  she  had 
taken  part  in  a  performance  of  Messiah. 
"It  was  fun  to  approach  such  a  big 
work,"  she  said.  "It  should  be  done  right 
and  done  well." 

Carolyn  admitted  that  singing  with 
the  ASO  was  a  bit  intimidating  at  first 
because  of  their  "standard  of  excel- 
lence and  competency." 

"However,  it  was  encouraging  and 
an  honor  as  a  college  choir  to  be  given 
the  chance  to  sing  with  the  ASO. 
"I'll  never  again  be  where  I  was:  on 
stage  with  an  orchestra.  I  value  that  I 
had  that  chance,  and  I  want  other  stu- 
dents to  have  it,"  Carolyn  said. 

The  opportunity  to  sing  with  the  ASO 
came  when  Samford  was  contacted  by 


the  orchestra  and  asked  to  accompany 
them  in  the  Messiah  performance  at  the 
Wright  Center. 

I'll  never  again  be  where  I  was  —  on  stage  with  an  orchestra. 

I  value  that  I  had  that  chance,  and  I  want  other  students  to  have  it." 


Junior  Matt  Lee,  AC  member,  said 
being  with  the  symphony  made  even 
the  long  rehearsals  worthwhile.  "The 
really  enjoyable  part  of  the  practicing 
was  being  there  with  the  orchestra  and 
listening  to  them." 

Chris  Diffey,  MS  member  and  gradu- 
ate assistant  for  UC,  said  the  experi- 
ence was  beneficial  for  all  involved. 

"The  performance  gave  the  choir 
and  the  orchestra  a  chance  to  learn 
from  each  other,"  Chris  said. 


Westertleld  shared  his  praise  of  the  per- 
formance as  well. 

"It  was  a  great  experience," 
Westerfield  said.  "The  students  worked 
hard,  and  I  loved  their  energy.  They 
really  communicated  what  the  music 
is  about." 

Junior  Rebekah  Johnson,  UC  mem- 
ber, praised  the  leadership  of  Mr. 
Westerfield.  "He  felt  the  music  and 
made  you  feel  it,  too. 

"The  music  itself  is  very  worshipful," 
Rebekah  said,  "so  the  performer  needs 
to  understand  its  meaning." 

In  much  the  same  way,  junior  Rachel 
Stone,  AC  member,  said  performing 
Messiah  was  important.  "People  should 
keep  performing  it  because  of  the  mes- 
sage in  it  that  is  from  scripture." 

Students  hope  to  continue  the  tradi- 
tion of  joining  the  ASO  in  performances. 
"It's  a  wonderful  privilege  to  sing  with 
the  ASO,"  Carolyn  said.  "But  it  doesn't 
need  to  be  commonplace  —  it  needs  to 
be  kept  special." 

-By  Andrea  Martin 
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The  Family  Behind  the 
Fight  Song 

In  order  for  any  team  to  work  well 
together,  they  need  to  know  one 
another.  The  marching  band  has  picked 
up  on  this  key  to  success.  Their 
emphasis  on  building  relationships 
enables  them  to  perform  as  a  strong 
unit  as  opposed  to  a  group  of  individ- 
ual instrumentalists. 

Each  summer  the  marching  band 
arrives  on  campus  two  weeks  before 
classes  begin.  These  two  weeks  are 
devoted  to  a  time  of  intense  rehearsal 
called  camp.  While  camp  days  are 
packed  with  practice  time,  they  also 
make  time  for  fun. 

Junior  Jerrell  Horton  said  the  pur- 
pose of  camp  is  to  learn  the  music  and 
the  show,  but  it's  also  "a  time  for  us  to 
get  to  know  the  new  people  so  we  can 
work  better  together." 

Seth  Hix  agreed,  "It's  really  good  for 
us,  especially  for  the  incoming  fresh- 
men. They  have  70  friends  they  can 
call  any  time." 

Seth  said  he  feels  a  responsibility  to 
meet  the  new  members  and  to  get  to 
know  everyone  individually.  "If  we  all 


know  each  other  and  we're  close,  then 
we  can  perform  better  together." 

To  better  facilitate  relationship  build- 
ing, each  band  member  is  placed  in  a 
band  family  during  camp.  These  families 
consist  of  five  people. 

After  a  full  day  of  rehearsal,  band 
members  spend  the  evenings  with  their 
families.  One  night  during  camp  each 
family  went  on  a  scavenger  hunt. 
Freshman  Lauren  Windle  said  her  family 
took  her  all  around  Birmingham  to  do 
"silly  stuff." 

"We  had  to  sing  the  fight  song  at 
Waffle  House  and  do  all  kinds  of  things 
like  that." 


Their  emphasis  on  building  relationships  enables 

them  to  perform  as  a  strong  unit  as  oppos 
group  of  individual  instrumentalists. 


The  silliness  didn't  end  when  classes 
began.  Band  members  had  rehearsal 
themes  such  as  funny  hat  day  and  funny 
boxer  day,  and  they  dressed  up  in  cos- 
tumes for  their  Halloween  rehearsal. 

Freshman  Jennifer  Hooks  said  she 
appreciated  having  a  band  family  during  her 
first  weeks  of  school.  Along  with  getting  to 
know  band  members  better,  her  family 
helped  orient  her  to  the  campus  and  cam- 
pus life.   "It's  great  to  have  those  older  peo- 
ple to  help  you  out." 

Jennifer  said  the  families  are  also  an 
integral  part  of  the  marching  season.  "Each 
family  is  like  a  committee,"  she  explained. 
Everyone  is  assigned  different  responsibili- 
ties to  help  meet  the  various  needs  of  the 
band. 

Another  uniting  aspect  for  the  group  is 
the  time  of  devotion,  which  preceded  most 
rehearsals.  Different  band  members  led 
their  peers  in  scripture  reading  and  prayer. 
Lauren  said  this  time  "got  us  off  to  a  good 
start  and  made  me  want  to  do  my  best." 

Under  the  direction  of  Tracy  Wiggins,  the 
band  played  at  every  home  football  game 
this  year,  as  well  as  an  away  game  at  Troy 
State.  They  also  performed  as  the  exhibi- 
tion band  at  two  high  school  competi- 
tions in  the  area. 

While  the  marching  season  ended  in  the 
fall,  Jennifer  said  her  family  remained  close. 
"Our  band  families  keep  us  in  contact  with 
people  we  might  not  see  otherwise." 

-by  Allison  Lepper 
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Life  is  Like  a  Piece  of  Clay 


Lacey  Argo  sits  at  the  wheel,  drying 
her  pot  with  a  heat  gun.  Wiping  her 
muddy  hands  on  her  already  clay-caked 
jeans,  she  smiles,  "People  look  at  me 
funny  when  they  see  me  walking  to  this 
class  because  my  jeans  are  covered 
in  clay." 

Lacey  is  one  of  25  non-art  majors 
taking  art  professor  Lowell  Vann's 
ceramics  class. 

"All  but  one  of  my  students  this 
semester  are  non-majors,"  Dr.  Vann 
explained.  "But  they  are  one  of  the 
most  prolific  group  of  students  thus  far." 


He  points  to  shelves  crowded  with 
pottery.  "Class  starts  at  2,  but  I  find 
them  working  in  here  sometimes  an 
hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  before  class. 
They  come  in  on  the  weekends,  too." 

Many  of  Vann's  students  are  seniors 
who  had  extra  hours  and  wanted  to  test 
their  aritistic  abilities.  "There's  a  seg- 
ment of  campus  looking  for  something 
creative,"  he  said.  "This  is  only  one 
class  we  offer  to  non-majors.  We  also 
allow  them  to  take  drawing,  photogra- 
phy, structure  and  if  they  have  some 
prior  experience,  we'll  let  them  in 
to  painting." 

Vann  says  he  thinks  the  students 
find  satisfaction  in  working  with  their 
hands  and  that  it  gives  them  a  feeling 
of  accomplishment. 

Senior  Rebecca  Johnson  is  an 
accounting  major.  She  says  she  enjoys 


'For  me,  ceramics  is  a  return  to  childhood. 

It's  a  good  form  of  escape  in  that  I  can  focus  on  the  clay 
and  tune  out  everything  else." 


the  class  because  "accounting  majors 
don't  get  a  chance  to  express  them- 
selves creatively." 

Rebecca  says  it  also  helps  relieve 
stress.  "I  like  to  take  out  my  frustrations 
on  the  clay,"  she  said.  Rebecca  does 
this  through  a  process  called  wedging, 
in  which  she  slices  the  clay  on  a  metal 
wire,  then  she  throws  the  clay  with  all 
her  might  onto  the  wedging  table.  She 
does  this  over  and  over  again  until  the 
clay  is  ready  for  the  potter's  wheel 
Next  comes  the  hard  part  —  centering 
the  slab  of  clay  on  the  wheel. 

Senior  Jenny  Calbert  explains  that 
the  process  can  be  trying  for  the 
novice.  "Once  you  finally  get  the  clay 
centered  on  the  wheel,  you're  afraid 
that  you're  going  to  lose  it.  But  you  just 
have  to  accept  that  for  every  great  pot 
you  make,  you'll  probably  lose  six." 

"For  me,  ceramics  is  a  return  to 
childhood,"  Jenny  said.  "It's  a  good 
form  of  escape  in  that  I  can  focus  on 
the  clay  and  tune  out  everthing  else. 

"you  never  know  what  you're  going 
to  end  up  with,"  Jenny  said,  "and  that's 
what  makes  it  so  fun." 

Rebecca  agreed  and  said  she  has 
learned  that,  "Things  can  be  beautiful 
even  if  they  aren't  perfect." 


by  Amber  Alley 


"I  can't  turn  back  now.  This  whole 
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They  were  all  on  different  journeys,  learning  about  their  surroundings  and  about  them- 
selves, but  they  experienced  a  lot  of  the  same  things. 

For  those  students  who  dare  to  adventure  abroad,  a  cycle  of  emotions  awaits  —  antici- 
pating the  trip,  adjusting  to  a  new  culture,  bouts  with  homesickness,  traveling  the  rails  and 
the  inevitable  return.  Six  students  share  these  moments  with  you. 

The  photography  was  a  project  of  Jenny  Colbert  during  her  semester  in  London.  While 
they  don't  necessarily  reflect  the  journal  entries,  they  are  her  representation  of  the  student 
travel  experience. 


thing  seems  like  a  dream." 


Leaving  on  a  Jet  Plane 

Well,  I've  been  packing  all  day  long,  and  I  still 
don't  have  everything  I  want  to  take  to 
London  with  me 

Why  am  I  doing  this7  I'm  not  going  to  get  to 
go  to  Step  Sing  or  Spring  Fling  (not  that  I've  ever 
really  gone  to  Spring  Fling,  but  I  hear  it's  nice)  or 
graduation  or  hang  out  on  the  quad  in  the  Spring. 

What's  it  going  to  be  like  when  I  get  back?  Are 
people  going  to  remember  me?  What  if  I  can't 
get  housing  next  year?  Maybe  this  wasn't  such  a 
good  idea 

I  can't  turn  back  now 

This  whole  thing  seems  like  a  dream.  They've 
given  me  maps  and  told  me  about  everything,  but 
I  don't  think  I  really  understand.  How  am  I  really 
going  to  get  where  I  need  to  go  without  a  car7 
Can  I  live  for  4  months  without  my  favorite  foods7 
I  have  a  feeling  it's  going  to  be  so  different . .  . 
but  maybe  that's  good 

I  wish  I  knew  more  people  in  my  group  I  don't 
think  I'll  ever  really  get  to  know  all  of  them        no 
one  says  anything  in  our  London  meetings. 
Maybe  they're  really  weird.  Maybe  I'll  get  to  know 
one  or  two  of  them  better  I  might  have  to  make 
new  friends  when  I  run  out  of  toothpaste 

If  only  I  can  get  one  last  Coke  on  the  plane 
if  they  can  understand  me  when  I  speak  .  . . 

-Cherilyn  Crowe 
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A  Whole  New  World 


Living  on  a  farm  in  Costa  Rica  with  40,000  chickens.  .  .  cer- 
tainly one  place  I  never  dreamed  God  would  lead  me  to.  Here  I 
am  learning  what  the  phrase  pura  vida  means! 

I  absolutely  love  Santa  Ana,  which  is  about  30  minutes  from 
San  Jose,  but  I  have  had  to  adjust  to  life  on  the  farm.  My  new 
alarm  clock  —  40,000  chickens  —  sounds  at  4  am. 

I  am  becoming  one  with  the  bugs  that  live  in  my  room,  since 
we  keep  the  windows  open  all  the  time.  Not  only  does  that 
allow  air  to  circulate  in  the  house,  it  frequently  lets  in  the  won- 
derful aroma  of  chicken  poop  when  the  wind  shifts  my  way. 

Waiting  for  hot  water  in  the  shower  is  another  thing  I've 
adjusted  to.  I  am  so  thankful  that  I'm  being  made  aware  of  all 
the  little  things  I  take  for  granted  —  I  live  in  luxury  in  the  United 
States,  but  I  haven't  been  able  to  appreciate  it  until  now 

There  are  three  kids  in  my  Costa  Rican  family,  ages  6,  8  and 
1 2.  They're  adorable,  and  they  talk  my  ear  off  all  day  long  —  in 
Spanish  of  course.  They're  making  my  experience  here  on  the 
farm  so  meaningful.  It's  funny  to  me  to  have  an  8-year-old  help- 
ing me  with  my  Spanish  homework 

I'm  pumped  that  I'm  seeing  so  much  improvement  in  my 
speaking.  I've  only  been  here  for  a  week.  I  can't  wait  to  look 
back  and  see  how  far  I've  come  when  December  rolls  around. 

-Noelle  Hart 


can't  wait  to  look  back  and  see  how  far  I've  come  wher 


Miss  you  Much 

I  was  frustrated  today,  and  tired  of  being  here  in  Gold  Coast.   I  was  physically 
sick  from  the  weird  food,  mentally  tired  from  a  6:30  a.m.  meeting,  emotionally 
annoyed  by  the  ramblings  of  my  two  American  partners,  and  bored  with  the  petty 
jobs  I  was  having  to  do.  I'd  been  on  my  feet  all  day,  trying  after  the  third  hour  to 
remain  excited  about  pushing  the  swing  for  preschool  kids  when  I  began  to  think 
about  what  my  friends  were  doing  back  home.  Some  were  exploring  Europe,  oth- 
ers earning  large  amounts  of  money  in  the  constant  company  of  friends.  I  was 
wishing  that  I  could  be  there  with  them.  For  the  first  time  this  summer,  I  missed  my 
family  I  mean  I  really  missed  them 

As  I  walked  home  on  my  routine  1 5-minute  walk,  feeling  dejected,  I  came  upon 
a  large  kangaroo  just  standing  in  a  small  area  of  drainage  land  between  two  hous- 
es. He  seemed  to  stop  what  he  was  doing  and  focused  all  of  his  attention  on  me. 
He  made  no  sound  or  movement  as  his  eyes  followed  my  every  step.  For  some 
reason  those  eyes  made  me  realize  that  I  am  never  alone,  and  that  I  am  constantly 
being  watched  by  a  God  who  pays  close  attention  to  my  life. 

I  found  comfort  in  the  stare  of  that  kangaroo  As  I  continued  the  walk  home,  it 
hit  me  My  friends  and  family  are  supporting  me  here  in  a  distant  land  and  maybe 
occasionally  even  thinking  of  me.  I  know  they  will  be  interested  in  my  adventures 
and  experiences  in  the  same  way  that  I  want  to  hear  about  their  summer  activities. 
To  think  it  was  an  observant  kangaroo  that  helped  me  get  past  my  homesickness 
and  reminded  me  to  take  advantage  of  every  moment  I'm  in  Australia. 

-Chris  Price 


Life  on  the  Rail 


What  a  day.  We  pulled  into  Salzburg,  Austria,  around  6:30  this  morning.  After  get- 
ting my  hand  stuck  in  the  train  door  yesterday,  who  knows  what  will  happen  next. 
The  people  in  Austria  seem  to  be  much  more  "American-friendly"  than  the  Germans, 
who  just  yelled  at  us  a  lot. 

Our  first  goal  was  to  find  a  place  to  stay.  We're  tired  of  hostels,  so  we  decided  to 
look  for  someone's  home  to  stay  in.  It  just  so  happened  that  our  travel  book  listed  a 
wonderful  lady  named  Helga,  who  said  she  would  put  all  5  of  us  up  for  the  night. 
Before  we  could  ask  for  directions,  she  said,  "My  mother  will  be  there  in  1 5  minutes 
to  pick  you  up."  We  wondered  how  we  were  going  to  find  a  strange  Austrian  woman, 
but  as  she  came  spinning  around  the  corner  at  70  mph,  our  fears  were  lost. 

This  sweet  old  lady,  resembling  Mrs.  Doubtfire,  who  only  knew  four  words  of 
English,  "My  English  no  good,"  drove  us  to  the  most  beautiful  place  I  have  ever  seen. 
Helga's  house  is  at  the  base  of  the  Alps  -  breathtaking 

As  soon  as  we  got  out  to  the  car,  we  were  molested  by  Helga's  750-pound  mon- 
ster-dog "Ralphie."  But  "Mrs.  Doubtfire"  informed  us  that  the  mutant  was  very  friend- 
ly, and  soon  Ralphie  was  our  best  friend 

I  think  Salzburg  is  possibly  the  most  beautiful,  serene  place  I  have  ever  been.  Now 
if  I  could  just  figure  out  how  to  break  it  to  Ralphie  that  we  are  leaving  soon  .  . . 

-Neal  Hartzog 


December  rolls  around." 


Discovery 


As  the  bells  chimed  the  fourth  hour, 
I  scampered  into  the  church  hurriedly 
to  be  seated  for  the  evensong  service. 
The  boys'  melodious  voices  rang 
throughout  the  vast  open  spaces  of 
exquisite  architectural  beauty. 

When  the  service  ended,  I  wandered 
throughout  the  cathedral,  like  thou- 
sands of  pilgrims  before  me,  to  find 
Thomas  Becket's  shrine.  The  stone 
steps  which  lead  to  his  tomb  were  evi- 


dence of  the  weary  steps  of  centuries  of 
travelers,  for  they  were  worn  smooth 
and  hollow  over  time. 

After  walking  by  many  tombs  of 
ancient  holy  ones,  I  stopped  to  kneel 
and  pray  in  a  small,  dark  chapel,  which 
was  a  bit  out  of  the  way.  As  I  prayed,  I 
could  almost  hear  my  own  voice  join 
the  chorus  of  prayers  from  the  pilgrim 
ghosts.  These  prayers  lingered  in 
immortal  whispers  which  would  forever 
echo  against  the  stain  glass  and  cold 
stone  -  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy  is  the  Lord 
God  Almighty,  who  was  and  is  and  is 
to  come...  " 

My  prayer  was  probably  not  unlike 
the  chorus  of  prayers  which  surrounded 
me  in  this  one  moment  of  time.  Alone 
in  that  dark  chapel,  I,  too,  offered  up  a 
humble  prayer  of  adoration  and  praise 
to  my  God  with  a  simple  request  for 
guidance  and  inspiration. 

In  this  little  cathedral  in  Canterbury,  I 
worshiped  the  Trinity;  I  participated  in 
immortality;  and  I  experienced  the  mys- 
tery of  Christianity.  .  .  all  in  a  time  of 
prayer.     _Jenny  Eaton 


this  summer,  I  missed  my  family.  I  mean  I  really  missed  them. 


Home  Again,  Home  Again 

I  know  I  talk  about  Germany  non-stop,  and  every- 
one must  be  sick  of  hearing  it.   But  I  miss  it.  I  can't 
believe  that  just  three  weeks  ago  I  was  in  classes  at 
the  University  of  Heidelberg.  Now  I'm  in  classes 
here.  No  one  at  Samford  remembers  who  I  am  or 
cares  that  I  was  gone  for  seven  months. 

I  guess  this  is  what  my  program  directors  warned 
me  about  —  reverse  culture  shock.  But  I  really  didn't 
think  it  would  be  this  bad.  I  criticize  everything 
around  me,  and  I  don't  feel  like  I  belong  anymore. 

America  seems  like  a  foreign  country,  and 
Germany  seems  like  home.  I  want  to  ride  my  bike 
along  the  Nekar  River.  I  want  to  buy  a  bar  of 
German  chocolate  at  the  corner  grocery  store.  I 
want  to  speak  the  language  I'm  thinking  in 
now  —  German. 


Ok,  Mary  Grace,  you  have  to  remember  that  it 
wasn't  always  like  that.  For  the  first  few  months  in 
Germany  you  hated  riding  a  bike,  you  wanted  to 
shop  at  Wal-Mart,  and  speaking  German  completely 
terrified  you. 

This  is  just  the  reverse  of  that  experience.  I  need 
to  get  to  the  point  where  I  appreciate  the  good 
things  in  America  instead  of  simply  criticizing  the  bad. 

Actually,  I  like  going  to  a  small  school  where  my 
professors  know  me  by  name.  I  do  have  friends 
here  who  will  listen  to  my  tales  of  Europe  —  good 
friends.  I  even  enjoy  driving  places  instead  of  riding 
a  bike.  And  Wal-Mart  is  sometimes  more  convenient 
than  the  corner  grocery  store. 

But  I  still  miss  the  German  chocolate. 

-Mary  Grace  McCaskill 
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STEP  SING 

THE PHENC 


OMENON 


by  Cherilyn  Crowe 


Everybody  wants  to  be  at  Step  Sing  on  Saturday  It's  like  Armageddon  when  everyone  Steps  into  the  Ring  for  that 

coveted  prize.  No  one  wants  to  Wait  'til 
the  Midnight  Hour  to  see  the  winners 
Come  on— participants  Have  Feelings, 
too  For  the  love  of  God  (and  Country), 
We  Want  the  Funky  trophy  After  the 
Vanity  Fair  of  shows,  you  know  it's  only 
a  matter  of  time  until  the  participants 
are  ready  for  the  payoff  (a  la  Jerry 
Maguire  "Show  me  the  money!"  style) 
It's  a  religious  experience— you'd  think 
we  were  all  Going  to  the  Chapel  or 
singing  a  chorus  of  "God  Save  the 
Queen."  But,  in  the  end,  only  one  show 
can  say,  "We  got  SWEEPSTAKES!!" 
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Ah,  the  madness  of  Step  Sing.  Let's 
be  honest,  it's  not  an  event  —  Step  Sing 
is  a  phenomenon.  This  is  this  show  that 
brings  back  as  many  alumni  (if  not 
more)  than  homecoming,  the  one  that 
holds  the  entire  campus  hostage  during 
the  month  of  February.  Oh  yes,  it's  Step 
Sing,  and  it's  not  going  anywhere. 

Face  it— Step  Sing  is  almost  50  years 
old,  and  it's  continuing  right  into  the 
next  millennium.  It's  the  oldest  tradition 
at  Samford  (and  some  might  argue  it's 
our  only  tradition).  Freshman  Derek 
Doss  participated  in  the  Sigma  Chi  show 
this  year.   "People  told  me  it  was  one  of 
the  most  popular  things  to  do  here,"  he 
said.  "Besides,  Samford  doesn't  really 
have  anything  else  to  do."  Well,  at  least 
nothing  more  important  than  Step  Sing. 


"It  was  one  of  the  main  reasons 
I  knew  I  wanted  to  be  in 

Freshman  Wes  Sharp  sees  things  in 
much  of  the  same  light.  The  Pi  Kappa 
Phi  show  participant  said  he  didn't  think 
Step  Sing  would  work  at  a  bigger 
school.  "The  bigger  schools  have  a  lot 
more  to  do  than  we  have  here.  Step 
Sing  is  a  major  priority  here  for  every- 
one," he  said. 

So  it's  a  popular  event.  Great.  But  it's 
even  more  than  that  to  some  people. 
Just  ask  someone  like  Archie 
Messersmith  or  Kelly  Childers  why  they 
like  Step  Sing.  They  prioritize  the  event 
and  make  it  work  in  their  schedule. 
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For  the  past  five  years,  Archie 
Messer-smith  has  made  Step  Sing  a  pri- 
ority. "It  was  one  of  the  main  reasons 
why  I  came  to  Samford,"  Messersmith 
said.   "I  did  it  my  freshman  year  and  had 
a  great  time.  I  knew  I  wanted  to  be  in 
charge  of  it  someday."  After  joining 
Sigma  Phi  Epsilon,  Messersmith  became 
their  show's  director.  But,  working  with 

I  came  to  Samford.  I  did  it  my  freshman  year 
charge  of  it  someday." 


Step  Sing  for  half  a  decade  was  not 
always  easy.  "My  first  year  in  charge  of 
a  show,  we  had  to  go  down  to  our  ninth 
choice.  Our  show  wasn't  the  best,  but  it 
still  strengthened  our  brotherhood." 
Now  that  he  is  graduating,  Messersmith 
doesn't  plan  to  leave  Step  Sing  far 
behind.  "I  plan  to  come  back  every  year 
I  can  get  tickets,"  he  says.  "Maybe 
someday  I  can  judge  the  program." 

Then  there's  Kelly  Childers.  Kelly  has 
been  in  two  Step  Sing  shows  for  the 
past  three  years.  She's  a  member  of  the 
dance  team  at  Samford  and  a  member 
of  Alpha  Delta  Pi.  So,  every  year  at  Step 
Sing  time,  Kelly  has  to  juggle  homework 
and  two  (yes,  count  'em,  TWO)  different 
Step  Sing  practices.   Childers  said  she 
did  not  mind.  "Well,  I  have  to  do  the 
dance  team  show  and  I  always  want  to 
do  the  Alpha  Delta  Pi  shows." 

This  year  was  even  more  of  a  time 
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commitment  for  Childers  —  she  was  one 
of  the  choreographers  for  the  Alpha 
Delta  Pi  program.  Since  her  two  perfor- 
mances were  back  to  back,  she  had 
quite  an  adrenaline  rush  during  those 
first  10  minutes.  "As  soon  as  the  screen 
came  down  after  the  dance  team's  per- 
formance, I  was  literally  starting  to  get 
ready  for  the  other  show.  I  put  on  my 
costume  while  two  sisters  did  my  make- 
up and  had  to  get  right  back  on  stage. 
However,  it  was  one  big  rush  —  I  didn't 
have  time  to  get  nervous  again." 

Despite  this  crazy  schedule,  Childers 
really  enjoyed  being  a  part  of  both  rou- 
tines. "It  was  fun  while  it  lasted,  but  it's 
nice  to  have  time  to  myself  again,"  she 
said. 

Oh  yes,  personal  time.  Those  who 
live  and  breathe  Step  Sing  watch  it  slow- 
ly start  to  seep  away  in  October  —  the 
month  when  every  group  selects  their 


theme.  The  Step  Sing  juggernaut  official- 
ly begins  with  the  post-basketball  game 
kickoff  party.  The  stands  clear  after  the 
game  with  a  mass  exodus  to  the  field- 
house  to  see  all  of  the  different  banners 
revealing  the  themes.  After  the  banners 
are  unfurled,  the  crowd  rushes  home  to 
call  their  friends  who  could  not  attend. 
By  the  next  day,  everyone  knows  every- 
one else's  theme. 

Then  the  madness  of  practice  begins. 
The  banners  hang  in  the  caf  (making 
those  ever-popular  "date  tables"  even 
more  private);  the  committee  sells  t- 
shirts  in  the  University  Center;  and,  of 
course,  someone  is  always  looking  for 
those  Saturday  night  tickets  for  the  rest 
of  their  family. 

Even  non-participants  feel  the  effects. 


No  matter  how  it  morphs  from  year  to  year,  there  was  no 

Senior  Clay  Ranier  did  not  participate  in 
Step  Sing.  When  he  ventured  to  the 
library  at  night,  he  noticed  quite  a 
change  "There  was  no  one  there.  The 
computer  lab  had  no  waiting  and  you 
could  sit  anywhere  you  wanted.  It  was 


actually  quiet  for  a  change." 

While  those  not  participating  keep  up 
with  their  schoolwork,  Step  Sing  partici- 
pants must  undergo  the  rigors  of  prac- 
tice. That  includes  opportunities  to  prac- 
tice on  the  Wright  Center  stage  in  front 
of  the  Step  Sing  committee  in  a  slotted 
time  known  as  a  "band  tech." 

Alpha  Omicron  Pi  director  Leigh  Ann 
Marchino  saw  her  show  improve  with 
each  tech  experience.  "We  only  had  a 
certain  amount  of  time.  So  all  the  girls 
would  run  on  stage  as  I  ran  up  to  the 
balcony.  By  then  I  was  out  of  breath, 
and  I  had  to  yell  from  the  balcony  to  the 
stage  to  tell  the  participants  what  forma- 
tions we  needed  to  practice,"  she  said. 

After  the  group  rehearsed  their  show 
as  many  times  as  they  could  in  their 
allotted  time,  they  met  together  to  talk 
about  the  aspects  they  needed  to 
improve 

"It  was  so  much  fun  to  laugh  at  some 
of  our  early  attempts  and  at  the  blank 
stares  of  the  frightened  first-timers,  and 
it  was  a  great  time  to  be  together." 

Togetherness  is  great,  but  you've  got 
to  get  your  show  right  to  get  the  prize. 
This  year  there  was  a  new  process  for 


mistaking  it  was  still  Step  Sing. 


awarding  the  coveted  trophies.  The 
entire  judging  process  was  reorganized. 
Instead  of  separate  male,  female  and 
mixed  categories,  all  the  shows  compet- 
ed against  each  other. 

This  meant  that  the  "funny"  guy 
shows  and  the  sharp,  cheer-nastic  girl 
shows  were  all  lumped  together.  Plus, 
the  scoring  system  was  changed  slight- 
ly Most  categories  (music,  choreogra- 
phy, etc.)  were  scored  on  a  5-point 
scale  instead  of  a  10-point  scale.  So,  if 
one  judge  was  not  a  fan  of  a  particular 
program,  a  low  score  did  not  totally 
wipe  it  out  of  comptition.  It  was  a  new 
way  to  do  Step  Sing  behind  the  scenes. 

Other  visible  changes  included  four 
student  emcees  instead  of  the  tradition- 
al two.  The  program  lacked  the  usual 
faculty  show  and  Student  Ministries  pro- 
gram, but  several  folks  from  Student 
Ministries  helped  the  dance  team  open 
up  the  extravaganza,  and  the  GRACE, 
dance  ministry  closed  the  show.  But  no 
matter  how  it  morphs  from  year  to  year, 


tumes— from  the  brothers  of  Pi  Kappa 
Phi's  expression  of  their  feelings  with 
their  smiley-face  shirts  to  the  sisters  of 
Alpha  Delta  Pi  wearing  cat  fur  in  their 
quest  to  emulate  felines. 

We  saw  the  obligatory  use  of  the 
flashlights,  the  "get  in  a  box  and  sing" 


'After  that  last  night,  the  awards  mean  squat.  If  your  group 


there  was  no  mistaking  it  was  still  Step 
Sing. 

The  adage  remains:  the  more  things 
change,  the  more  they  stay  the  same 
We  still  had  the  shows  that  made  us 
laugh  out  loud,  those  that  moved  us  to 
clap  in  awe  of  the  formations,  and  the 
ones  that  inspired  us  to  sing  along. 

There  was  still  a  variety  of  cos- 


formation,  the  flawless  shows,  the 
imperfect  shows,  the  "what  is  that  -oh 
now  I  get  it"  formations,  and  the  "I  can't 
believe  they  did/didn't  place"  shows. 

But,  Step  Sing  is  more  than  it  appears 
to  be.  The  brothers  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 
discovered  this  after  the  fact.  Archie 
Messersmith  helped  pick  their  theme 
"For  God  and  Country"  because  he 
thought  it  might  win  But  as  Step  Sing 
wore  on,  it  began  to  mean  more  to  the 
participants. 

"We  went  as  a  group  to  see  Saving 
Private  Ryan  together,  and  we  realized 
what  our  show  was  all  about.  During  our 
last  performance,  we  didn't  even  care 
about  winning.  Months  later,  I  got  at 
least  75  letters  from  people  who  saw 
the  show,  thanking  us  for  what  they  and 
their  fathers  fought  for." 

Messersmith  went  on  to  sum  up  Step 
Sing.  "After  that  last  night,  the  awards 
mean  squat.  If  your  group  doesn't  come 
together,  you're  missing  the  point  of 
Step  Sing."  Awards  may  come  and 
themes  may  go,  but  the  phenomenon  of 
Step  Sing  will  return  next  year  with  the 
thrill  of  victory  and  the  agony  of  defeat. 
I've  got  to  admit,  it's  getting  better .   .   . 
a  little  better  all  the  time 


The  Participants 

Alpha  Delta  Pi 

Alpha  Omicron  Pi 

Chi  Omega 

Delta  Zeta 

Freshman  Class 

Independent  Women 

Lambda  Chi  Alpha 

Phi  Mu 

Pi  Kappa  Phi 

Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 

Sigma  Chi 

Zeta  Tau  Alpha 


Everybody  Wants  to  be  a  Cat 

Vanity  Fair 

We  Got  Annie 

Armageddon 

Going  to  the  Chapel 

Step  Into  the  Ring 

God  Save  the  Queen 

Show  Me  the  Money 

Pi  Kapps  Have  Feelings  Too 

For  God  and  Country 

We  Want  the  Funk 

Wait  til  the  Midnight  Hour 


doesn't  come  together,  you're  missing  the  point  of  Step  Sing. 


Sweepstakes        Chi  Omega 


First  Place        Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 


Second  Place        Sigma  Chi 


Third  Place        Pi  Kappa  Phi 


Participants  Choice        Chi  Omega 


Best  Costumes        Alpha  Delta  Pi 


Best  Music        Delta  Zeta 
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By  Mary  Grace  McCaskill  and  Amber  Alley 

The  word  diversity,  when  used  in  relation  to  Samford, 

is  usually  met  with  a  snicker.  At  a  university 

dominated  by  upper-middle  class  white  students, 

it's  no  wonder.  But  one  professor  and  an  international 

student  claim  that  Samford  contains  more  diversity 

than  we  recognize.  They  say  the  problem  is  that  we  don't  know  how  to  deal  with  it 


Samford  needs  to  focus  more  on 
accepting  and  promoting  diversity,"  Dr.  Jo 
Dohoney,  former  professional 
diversity  trainer  and  current  sociology 
professor  said 

"Usually,  diversity  enhances  the  class- 
room and  learning  experience.  It  makes 
the  classroom  livelier,"  Dohoney  said. 
"But  at  Samford,  although  the  diversity  in 
some  of  my  classes  has  increased,  the 
students  do  not  know  how  to  talk  openly. 
When  white  students  are  the  only  ones  in 
a  class,  they  feel  more  free  to  talk  about 
racial  issues.  But  when  the  number  of  min- 
orities increases,  it  stifles  discussion  if  the 
students  do  not  know  how  to  deal  with  it. 

"At  Samford  people  are  open  as  long 
as  they  are  the  same.  Many  white  students 
come  from  schools  with  less  or  the  same 
amount  of  diversity  as  here.  But  blacks  are 
often  more  comfortable,  because  they  are 
used  to  being  the  only  black  in  a  class. 
They  handle  diversity  better  because  they 
are  more  prepared." 

Dohoney  recommends  preparing 
freshmen  for  the  diversity  they  will 
encounter  here  by  making  diversity 
training  a  part  of  freshman  orientation. 


Embracing 
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"Students  and  faculty  and  staff 
need  to  be  prepared  for  diversity.  We 
are  simply  not  used  to  dealing  with  it. 
Professors  need  to  know  how  to  deal 
with  different  types  of  students." 

Dohoney  also  thinks  that  student 
leaders  of  organizations  should  be 
required  to  participate  in  diversity 
training.   Dohoney  said  the  problem  at 
Samford  is  not  that  diversity  doesn't 
exist,  but  that  students  are  not  taking 
advantage  of  it. 

"The  cafeteria  is  an  example,"  she 
said.  Students  sit  primarily  with 
people  of  the  same  race. 

"I  have  students  say  that  the  blacks 
segregate  themselves,  but  my 
response  is  'in  sheer  numbers,  which 
group  has  the  most  power  to 
segregate?'  White  students  have 
more  power  to  segregate.   But  they 
segregate  by  not  inviting  people  of 
different  racial  or  ethnic  groups  to  sit 
with  them,  or  by  not  creating  an 
atmosphere  that  is  inviting." 

Dohoney  thinks  that  diversity 
training  would  help  this.  But  she  also 


said  it  is  important  to  realize  that 
diversity  is  not  just  a  racial  issue.   It 
includes  gender,  culture,  and  socio- 
economic level. 

"I  know  students  who  are  working 
to  get  through  school.  The  students 
try  to  hide  that  fact  from  the  majority 
of  students  here  who  do  not  have  to 
work,"  she  said. 

"Some  people  at  Samford  have  an 
assumption  of  reality  that  includes 
brand  new  cars  and  credit  cards. 
There  is  an  assumption  of  class  status 
that  is  not  always  true." 

"People  assume  that  they  are  dif- 
ferent and  they  feel  like  they  have  a 
spotlight  on  them  because  of  that. 
They  spend  time  trying  to  hide  how 
they  are  different.  I've  heard  people 
say  they  feel  like  they  have  to  hide 
that  they  are  Catholic.  This  type  of 
discomfort  gets  in  the  way  of 
dialogue.  People  close  down  because 
of  fear. " 


But  Dohoney  says  this  fear  is  learned 
She  uses  an  example  from  her  past  to 
clarify.    In  graduate  school,  she  lived 
in  an  apartment  building  with  families  from 
different  races,  cultures,  and  religions. 
The  complex  was  crawling  with  young 
children,  and  they  all  willingly  played  with 
one  another.  The  children  learned  the 
different  languages  of  the  families  there, 
and  they  understood  and  accepted  the 
racial  and  cultural  differences  without 
allowing  them  to  hinder  friendships. 

"We  have  to  get  away  from  the  idea 
that  people  from  different  backgrounds 
are  automatically  uncomfortable  around 
each  other.  None  of  this  is  automatic." 

Dohoney  looks  at  the  time  she  spent 
living  with  and  getting  to  know  diverse 
types  of  people  as  a  valuable  experience, 
and  she  hopes  Samford  students  can 
experience  the  same  type  of 
understanding. 

"That  experience  was  one  of  the  best 
parts  of  my  education.   The  other  grad 
students  and  families  from  different 
backgrounds  showed  me  new  customs 
and  ways  to  look  at  reality.  The 
experience  taught  me  more  about  my  cul- 
ture as  a  result." 

"We  need  to  learn  to  value  diversity,  we 
don't  have  to  automatically  fear  it.  It  is 
something  to  embrace  and  take  joy  in." 


Beyond 
Beliefs 


When  Hanan  Anoua  says  she  is  from 
Morocco,  she  is  sometimes  forced  to 
give  a  geography  lesson. 

She  is  studying  at  Samford  this  year 
through  an  exchange  program  with 
Akhawayn  University,  which  is  in  Ifrane, 
Morocco,  Africa. 

After  she  explains  that  her  country  is 
in  North  Africa,  she  may  also  have  to 
dispel  what  she  has  found  are  common 
misconceptions. 

"But  you  aren't  black!" 

"No,"  she  laughs,  "and  I  don't  live  in 
the  desert  either." 

But  the  questions  she  answers  the 
most  are  about  religion. 

Hanan  says  that  when  students  find 
out  she  is  Muslim,  that's  all  they  want  to 
talk  about.  Being  at  a  Christian  school, 
she  says  few  are  open  to  her  different 
ideas.  They  are  scared  of  diversity 


"Once  we  begin  to  talk  about 
religion,  they  don't  ask  anything  else 
about  me,  like  what  my  major  is  or  what 
my  likes  and  dislikes  are.  I  had  hoped  I 
could  discuss  other  things  like  politics, 
social  issues  and  marriage,  but  religion 
is  the  only  thing  people  talk  about. 

"When  we  discuss  religion,  most 
people  here  just  try  to  convince  me 
that  Christianity  is  the  best  religion." 

Hanan  says  she  has  been  studying 
the  Bible  since  she  has  been  at 
Samford.  She  attends  a  weekly  Bible 
study  at  a  local  church 

One  night  after  the  study,  Hanan 
showed  the  pastor  a  passage  in  the 
Koran  that  says  Jesus  in  not  the  son  of 
God  but  only  a  prophet. 

"He  told  me  the  Koran  was  super- 
naturally  inspired,  but  not  by  God.  He 
said  it  was  inspired  by  the  devil  and 
that  it  is  all  lies." 

Students  have  told  her  the  same 
thing.  "If  you  are  going  to  tell  me  that 
something  is  a  lie,  give  me  proof." 

She  says  students  claim  that 
Christianity  is  superior,  yet  they  are 
unable  to  explain  why.  They  know  noth- 
ing about  other  religions  and  are  afraid 
to  learn. 

"I  gave  my  Koran  to  a  girl,  and  she 
read  that  Jesus  was  not  the  son  of  God  " 

The  girl  gave  it  back  to  Hanan  and 
said  she  didn't  want  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  it. 

Hanan  says  she  does  admire  the 
devotion  to  Christianity  she  has  witnessed. 

"I  know  students  here  who  read  the 
Bible  every  chance  they  get.  They  listen 
to  Christian  music,  and  all  they  talk 
about  is  Jesus.  I  don't  think  this  is  bad, 
but  I  think  it's  important  to  know  more 
about  people  than  just  religion." 

Hanan  says  she  has  found  that  at 
Samford  something  that  is  different  is  bad. 

"  I  played  some  Moroccan  music  for 
a  friend,  and  he  said  in  disgust,  'Oh,  this 
is  the  kind  of  music  they  listen  to  in 
your  country?'" 

"The  fact  that  he  didn't  like  my  music 
doesn't  mean  that  it's  bad.  It's  just  dif- 
ferent. It's  disappointing  that  he  wasn't 
accepting  of  it." 

In  Hanan's  eyes  the  problem  at 
Samford  is  not  a  lack  of  diversity. 

"Bringing  different  people  here  won't 
help  until  students  are  willing  to  expose 
themselves  to  people  and  ideas  that 
are  different. 

"you  must  not  set  limits  and  borders 
and  say  this  is  how  everything  should 
be.  you  may  find  out  that  you  are 
wrong  about  something." 
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For  an  Athlete, 
the  Work  is 
Never  Done 


'It's  like  having  a  full  time  job." 


By  Brian  Holmes 


College  life  is  not  always  easy. 

It's  tough  to  fit  everything  you  have  and  want  to  do  into 
your  daily  and  weekly  routines.   Now,  can  you  imagine  having 
as  many  as  35  hours  a  week  less  to  get  things  done?  That's 
the  situation  facing  student-athletes  here  on  Samford's  campus. 

Whether  it's  Softball  or  soccer,  basketball  or  golf,  participat- 
ing in  collegiate  athletics  requires  a  great  deal  of  time  and  an 
even  greater  amount  of  energy. 

While  in  season,  a  typical  Samford  varsity  team  requires  its 
members  to  put  in  about  five  hours  a  day,  six  days  a  week 

"It's  like  having  a  full  time  job,"  says  Aaron  Bryant,  a  senior 
on  the  Samford  football  team 

"The  rewards  are  great  but  sometimes  things  get  really 
frustrating." 

Shaliese  Hall  is  a  sophomore  on  the  Samford  volleyball 
team.   A  typical  day  for  her  and  her  teammates  begins  at  5:30 
a.m.   "Well,  that's  when  I  have  to  get  up  to  get  to  weightlifting," 
she  said. 

From  6-7  a.m.  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  the 
volleyball  ladies  lift  weights.   On  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  the 
team  gets  a  break.  Their  morning  run  doesn't  start  until  6:30 
a.m.,  leaving  them  an  extra  30  minutes  of  sleep. 

"Then  if  we  have  any  injuries  we  have  to  get  treatment  on 
them  for  a  half  hour    That  leaves  about  30  minutes  to  shower, 
dress,  and  eat  before  8  a.m.  classes  begin  " 

Not  so  bad,  if  that  were  the  end  of  the  day.   "Practice  can 
sometimes  last  from  2  to  6  p.m.,"  Shaliese  said 

"That's  not  common,  but  we  never  know  what  day  that's 
going  to  be " 


After  practice  the  volleyball  team  usually  goes  to  the  cafe- 
teria together.  Once  they're  finished  eating,  it's  6:30  and 
study  hall  is  just  around  the  corner. 

"I  can't  really  complain  about  that,  though,"  Shaliese  said,  in 
reference  to  mandatory  study  time. 

"That's  a  certain  amount  of  time  every  day  when  I  know  I 
have  to  study." 

The  volleyball  week  is  not  over  on  Friday,  either.  Saturdays 
offer  another  practice  from  9  a.m.  until  1 2:30  p.m 

Of  course,  matches  bring  up  an  altogether  different  situa- 
tion. Home  contests  are  not  very  time  consuming,  but  away 
games  are  highly  inconvenient. 

"you  can't  get  anything  done  on  road  trips,"  Shaliese  said 

"you  tell  yourself  you'll  study,  but  it  rarely  happens." 


Reed  Rawlings,  a  junior  on  the  basketball  team,  agreed 
with  Shaliese's  opinion  on  time  constraints.   "It  makes  me 
focus  because  I  know  my  schedule,  and  so  do  my  coaches," 
he  said. 

"Once  basketball  is  over  my  grades  go  down.  That's 
because  the  baseball  coaches  have  about  30  people  to  worry 
about  instead  of  13." 

Excuse  me,  you  may  ask?  Well,  Reed  is  a  unique  case, 
even  among  student-athletes.   Once  basketball  is  over  he 


'I  think  it  helps  me  learn  to  manage  my  time  better. 

I  know  I  have  to  get  things  done  or  I  won't  make  it." 


Even  though  varsity  competition  makes  her  life  more  stress- 
ful, Shaliese  does  not  believe  it  adversely  affects  her  grades 

"I  think  it  helps  me  learn  to  manage  my  time  better.   I  know 
I  have  to  get  things  done  or  I  won't  make  it." 

Aaron  agrees  with  that  assessment. somewhat.   "Well,  it 
does  help  me  focus  a  lot  more,  but  everybody  needs  some 
time  to  goof  off.   If  I  had  five  extra  hours  every  afternoon,  I 
feel  like  my  grades  would  be  better." 

"My  biggest  problem  is  getting  stuff  done  other  than  school 
work,"  he  said. 

"I've  had  five  checks  in  my  desk  for  weeks  because  the 
bank  is  never  open  when  I  can  go." 


joins  the  Samford  baseball  team.   "My  free  time  is  definitely  at 
a  minimum,"  he  said 

For  Reed,  the  off-season  lasts  for  about  a  month  and  a  half 
at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year. 

"Last  year,  I  was  only  able  to  go  home  for  two  days  during 
the  Christmas  break,  and  none  during  Thanksgiving,"  he  said. 

"We  always  participate  in  Thanksgiving  tournaments,  and 
the  season  doesn't  shut  down  during  Christmas  break " 

As  for  the  springtime7   "I  haven't  had  a  spring  break  since 
the  ninth  grade." 

For  someone  like  Reed,  trips  home  must  be  made  before 
October.  After  basketball  starts,  Christmastime  may  be  the 
only  other  chance  he  gets  to  see  his  home  in  Chattanooga. 

So  for  student-athletes,  time  is  certainly  against  them. 
However,  part  of  the  fun  of  college  for  these  students  is  com- 
peting in  varsity  athletics    "I  wouldn't  give  it  up  for  anything," 
Reed  said 
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"Nothing  has  come  easily,  we  had  to  earn  everything," 
senior  David  Walker  said.  "We  have  played  hard  in  every 
match  this  year."  Such  determination  is  what  brought  both 
tennis  teams  success  in  the  '99  season. 

The  women's  team  took  away  the  western  championship  in 
the  TAAC  seeding  tournament,  with  wins  over  Troy  State, 
Jacksonville  State  and  Centenary.  "We  have  had  a  great  year," 
junior  Gretchen  Misner  said.  "The  team  has  been  motivated  all 
season  for  the  tournament.  We  think  we  will  do  well." 

The  men's  team  also  had  a  successful  year.  David  said  it 
was,  "the  best  season  they  have  ever  had."  Going  into  the 
TAAC  tournament,  the  team  was  10-4  and  hoping  to  win  it  all. 
The  men's  team  won  the  TAAC  in  1995,  but  if  they  win  this 
year  it  will  be  different.  The  win  will  take  them  to  the  NCAA. 


Vou  gotta 
want  it    ByBadc 

to 
win  it 


Collins 


The  two  competitors  crouch  in  their  corner  planning  their 
strategy  for  the  upcoming  match.  All  eyes  move  from  the 
court  to  the  ring,  waiting  for  the  countdown  to  begin.  The 
anticipation  builds;  the  match  will  last  only  a  minute,  but  the 
competition  will  continue  for  a  season.  A  match  within  a 
match  -  from  volleyball  to  boxing? 

This  is  the  volleyball  marketing  experience.  The  boxing 
match  was  a  marketing  idea  pitched  by  the  women's  volleyball 
team  to  draw  more  family,  friends  and  students  to  the  games. 

"We  hope  the  competition  will  become  a  popular  tradition 
on  Samford's  campus.  The  more  rowdy  fans  that  come,  the 
more  fun  there  is  to  be  had!"  senior  Jenni  Drury  said.  Jenni 
interned  with  the  volleyball  team  and  helped  create  the  mar- 
keting scheme. 

The  boxing  match  took  place  between  the  second  and 
third  game  of  each  home  women's  volleyball  match.  Team 
members  and  coaches  advertised  by  demonstrating  the  logis- 
tics of  the  game  during  sorority  and  fraternity  meetings. 


Volleyball 
In  the  Ring? 

They  also  hung  origami  boxes  throughout  campus.  Various 
campus  organizations  formed  teams  and  competed. 

The  rules  were  simple.  The  boxes  had  to  be  retrieved  one- 
by-one  by  a  single  member  of  the  team  and  then  stacked  by 
the  other  team  members.  Once  the  minute  in  the  ring  was  up, 
an  official  measurement  was  taken  to  determine  the  highest 
stack.  Winners  received  gift  certificates,  movie  passes  or  CDs 

Despite  previous  attendance  records  at  the  Samford 
women's  volleyball  matches,  the  boxing  matches  proved  to  be 
a  successful  marketing  technique  that  increased  both  fan 
attendance  and  excitement. 

"We  hope  to  use  this  marketing  technique  and  build  in 
years  to  come  with  new  ideas  and  more  prizes,"  senior  volley- 
ball player  Stacey  Owens  said. 

Stacey  hopes  to  see  Greek  night  in  the  future  where  the 
greek  organizations  on  campus  compete  for  money  and 
prizes  by  who  makes  the  most  noise. 

Stacey,  along  with  two  other  seniors,  leaves  behind  a 
young  team,  but  they  are  a  strong  seven,  which  will  form  a 
firm  foundation  for  next  season. 


By  Rodf 


other 


y  Roderick  White 


The  women's  golf  team  had  a  blast  doing  what  they  love  to 
do  best— play  golf. 

This  year's  team  was  under  the  new  direction  of  Coach 
Floyd.  The  four  players  on  the  team  agree  that  is  was  a  grow- 
ing year,  but  say  they  had  fun  while  working  hard  to  improve. 

Two  of  the  team's  favorite  movies,  Tin  Cup  and  Happy 


The  men's  golf  team  represented  Samford  well  by  placing 
in  the  top  ten  on  four  occasions  The  team's  best  finish  was  at 
the  Stetson  Intercollegiate,  where  they  finished  in  second  place. 

Playing  well  and  practicing  hard  were  both  important  to  the 
team's  success.  However,  they  recognized  the  importance  of 
getting  to  know  one  another  off  the  course. 

Junior  Wilson  Moore  said,  "We  try  to  find  time  together 
away  from  practice  and  tournaments  to  grow  as  a  team."  This 
year  the  team  scheduled  dinner  together  once  a  week 

Head  coach  Leon  Davis  said  he  was  proud  of  the  team's 
performance  throughout  the  spring.  He  bragged  on  four  play- 
ers —  Matt  Plothow,  Victor  Kyatt,  Jay  Womack  and  David  Diel 
—  who  each  averaged  75  or  better  in  the  season. 

"Last  year  we  had  a  great  year  with  an  average  of  296.  I'm 
glad  to  see  that  our  average  has  remained  good  (298  so  far) 
despite  some  inconsistencies." 


Two  of  the  team's  favorite  movies,  Tin  Cup  and  Happy  Gilmore, 

provided  continuous  laughter  throughout  the  season. 


Gilmore,  provided  continuous  laughter  throughout  the  season. 
Sophomore  Lindsey  Castleberry  said  that  one  of  her  team- 
mates always  ended  up  shanking  golf  balls  on  purpose  just 
like  in  the  movie,  Happy  Gilmore,  and  they  would  all  laugh. 
Another  one  of  the  team's  rituals  was  to  make  a  crow  sound 
anytime  someone  got  a  birdie 

When  the  golf  team  rode  to  matches  together,  they  rode 
with  the  coach's  husband,  Dr.  Floyd,  a  sociology  professor  at 
Samford.  Senior  Karey  Ward  said  the  team  always  had  a  great 
time  listening  to  the  crazy  music  Dr.  Floyd  played  in  his  car 
One  of  the  girls'  personal  favorites  was  "Born  to  be  Wild." 

Karey  said  that  though  this  year's  team  was  extremely 
young,  it  will  continue  to  get  better  every  year.  "We  have  a 
really  strong  recruiting  class  coming,  and  even  though  I  am 
leaving,  I  am  excited  about  the  growth  of  women's  golf  at 
Samford." 


The  team  will  lose  two  seniors— Plothow  and  Kyatt.  Both  fin- 
ished their  college  careers  with  strength.   Plothow  obtained 
three  top  ten  finishes  and  kept  a  scoring  average  at  73.7. 
Kyatt  had  two  top  ten  finishes  and  a  scoring  average  of  74.8. 
The  team  will  miss  their  leadership  next  year 


G  CLCLFJ  N 
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By  Riley  Stringfellow 


"There's  only  one  way  to  go  -  FOR- 
WARD -  and  they  did  that,"  junior  Jason 
Long  remarked  about  the  women's  bas- 
ketball season. 

Coming  back  for  their  second  sea- 
son, the  women's  basketball  team  knew 
better  what  to  expect. 

"I  think  we  were  all  more  mature 
and  more  prepared.  We  knew  what  to 
do  to  be  a  stronger  team  and  improved 
individually,"  sophomore  Danielle 
Pinkston  said. 

For  two  years  the  young  team  has 
worked  hard,  under  the  leadership  of 


FORWARD 


Coach  Janet  Cone,  to  lay  a  firm  founda- 
tion 

Danielle  said  the  team  established  a 
tradition  she  thinks  unifies  the  individual 
players  and  brings  the  team  together  — 
a  team  devotion  before  each  game 

"Each  game,  a  different  player  gives 
words  of  encouragement  and  inspira- 
tion by  reading  Scripture  and/or  an 
insert  from  an  inspiration  book," 
Danielle  said. 

She  says  the  devotions  help  keep 
the  team  focused  and  relax  them 
before  each  game 

Moving  forward  in  preparation  for 
their  third  season,  the  women's  basket- 
ball team  will  lose  one  senior,  Vicki 
Vettenburg.  The  team  will  have  three 
returning  juniors,  several  sophomores, 
one  incoming  freshman,  and  a  junior 
college  transfer. 
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Sharing 
More 
than 
Strides 


By  Katrina  Dillon 

Their  heads  are  bowed  in  prayer;  they've  spent  the  last 
hour  worshiping,  sharing,  and  studying  the  Bible;  but  this  isn't 
Quest  or  Campus  Outreach.     It's  the  Cross  Country  Teams' 
Bible  studies. 

Even  though  this  is  the  first  year  the  teams  have  actually 
done  a  Bible  study,  it  is  indicative  of  the  reason  freshman 
Whitney  Nelson  decided  to  come  to  Samford  to  run.  She  says 
the  nurturing  environment  helped  her  transition  to  college 
cross  country  with  greater  ease. 

"The  transition  to  college  sports  from  high  school  can  be 
hard.  It  is  very  humbling  to  go  to  the  meets  and  look  at  the 
competition.  It's  a  completely  different  feeling  and  atmosphere 
than  high  school,"  Whitney  said. 

As  a  senior,  Sarah  Fletcher  says  she  remembers  what  it 
was  like  to  be  a  freshman.  Her  ability  to  empathize  helped  the 
freshmen  adjust. 

"Freshman  year  is  intimidating,  and  you  feel  like  you  have 
to  prove  yourself  to  the  team,"  Sarah  said. 

As  the  leader  of  the  girls'  Bible  Study,  Sara  offered  her 
experience  and  insights  to  the  younger  girls 

"The  time  with  the  Bible  study  has  been  awesome.  We've 
really  gotten  to  know  each  other  much  better,  especially  spiri- 
tually," Whitney  said. 

The  guys'  Bible  study  also  helped  grow  the  team  closer. 

"Usually  when  you're  around  the  team,  everyone  is  con- 
sumed with  running,  so  it's  nice  to  be  able  to  worship  togeth- 
er, and  we  get  to  know  what's  going  on  in  each  others  lives 
outside  of  running,"  senior  Andrew  Bishop  said. 

Andrew  also  remembers  the  intimidation  he  felt  when  he 
was  a  freshman,  but  says  the  older  guys  took  him  under 
their  wings. 

"When  I  came  in  the  older  guys  were  always  looking  out 
for  us,  advising  us  on  everything  from  academics  to  athletics. 
It's  seen  now  as  the  responsibility  of  the  older  guys  to  help 
out  the  new  ones,"  said  Bishop 

The  hours  they  spent  running  together  each  day  allowed 
them  to  know  one  another,  but,  as  Sarah  said,  the  Bible  stud- 
ies were  the  "bond  that  tied  them  all  together." 


The  time  of  study  carried  over  into  the  track  season.  Many 
of  the  track  athletes  said  their  study  on  the  fruits  of  the  spirit 
provided  fellowship  and  accountability  that  connected  them 
on  a  different  level.  Sophomore  Shana  Ely  said  this  unity 
among  the  team  contributed  to  their  successes. 

"We  really  have  grown  closer  this  year  —  on  and  off  the 
track—  and  it  makes  a  difference  when  it  counts,"  she  said 

"There's  just  something  different  about  this  team,"  sopho- 
more Becca  Massie  said.  "The  focus  is  on  the  team  not  the 
individual.  I  really  think  that  if  I  fell  down  during  a  race,  one  of 
my  teammates  would  stop  for  me." 

"This  is  the  best  track  team  ever  at  Samford,  "  Aaron 
Bishop  said  as  he  wandered  over  to  the  bench  to  watch  his 
teammates  practice. 

He  said  they  are  building  their  team  back  slowly  but  surely. 
Dwight  Thomas,  out  last  year  due  to  medical  complications,  is 
"the  premier  10  K  guy  in  the  southeast,  "  Bishop  said  as 
Thomas  pulled  to  the  front  of  the  pack. 

As  the  guys'  team  rounded  the  corner,  hugging  the  inside 
lane,  feet  pounding  against  the  track,  the  looks  on  their  red, 
sweaty  faces  was  a  look  of  determination    The  teams  in  their 
conference  were  up  against  stiff  competition  because 
Samford's  track  team  doesn't  take  it  on  their  own.  They  do  it 
together  or  not  at  all 


T  r  a  c 


k  U  n  i  t  y 

By    Natalie    Lester 


In  their  second  year  as  a  varsity  team,  the  soccer  girls  of 
Samford  have  already  been  named  second  in  their  conference 
and  made  it  to  the  TAAC  playoffs,  yet  few  students  even  realize 
Samford  has  a  team,  and  the  turn  out  at  games  is  often  quite  low 

The  team  made  an  effort  to  gain  support  from  the  community 
and  Samford  students  this  year  by  hosting  a  soccer  camp  at  John 
Carroll  High  School,  having  contests  at  half-time  and  posting  flyers 
to  encourage  fans  to  come  out  to  the  games. 


"Each  year  we  want  to  strive  to  be  a  better  team  and  re 


This  year's  record  was  8-7-1,  an  improvement  from  last  year's 
5-3-1.  With  a  new  set  of  freshmen  and  some  experience  playing 
together,  they  reached  this  year's  goal  of  making  it  to  the  TAAC 
playoffs  Though  they  lost  in  the  first  round,  they  are  already  set- 
ting their  sights  on  next  year's  possibilities.  "Each  year  we  want  to 
strive  to  be  a  better  team  and  reach  bigger  goals,"  Mitzi  Mahan  said. 

That  shouldn't  be  a  problem  since  the  team  is  only  losing  two 
seniors.  "After  next  year  they  will  only  lose  two  seniors  again.  So 
the  program  should  just  get  better,"  said  Elizabeth  Atkins,  a  grad- 
uating senior  who  was  named  to  the  All-TAAC  Conference  team 
along  with  Mitzi  Mahan. 


Keep 

Gettin1 

By  LaceTArrJtf    ^° 


FUN  FACTS: 

•  In  the  pre-season  the  team  practices  6  hours  per  day' 

•  During  the  regular  season  they  practice  3  hours  per  day! 

•  The  girls  took  9  road  trips  during  the  soccer  season! 

•  They  have  their  own  mascot... a  bulldog  puppy  that  wears  a 
Samford  T-shirt! 

•  They  are  keeping  a  scrapbook  that  each  soccer  class  will  add  to 
throughout  the  years. 
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By  Brian  Holmes 


So  we  finished  the  1998  season  with  a  record  of  6-5.  Not  that  the  typical  Samford  student  remembered  that 
or  probably  ever  knew  it  in  the  first  place.  That  makes  four  winning  seasons  in  a  row,  but.. 

In  Division  1-AA  football,  the  level  at  which  Samford  competes  (Alabama  and  Auburn  are  Division  1-A),  there 
are  no  bowl  games.  Seven  wins  without  a  conference  championship  will  get  you  nothing.  So  who  won  our  con- 
ference this  year?  No  one.  We're  not  in  a  conference.  The  Trans  America  Athletic  Conference,  in  which  most  of 
the  other  Samford  sports  compete,  does  not  include  football.  As  a  1-AA  "Independent,"  Samford  needs  to  win  at 
least  eight  games  to  go  to  the  playoffs.  (In  1-AA,  16  teams  are  selected  to  compete  in  a  playoff  to  determine  an 
outright  national  champion.) 


Does  the  typical  Samford  student  care?  Probably  not. 

But  it  may  not  be  your  fault.  First  let's  assume  you  like  college  football.  Most  likely,  you  grew  up  rooting  for  a 
team  from  your  area.  Generally,  people  from  Tennessee  root  for  the  Volunteers,  people  from  Mississippi  support 
Ole  Miss  or  Mississippi  State,  and  everyone  in  Alabama  chooses  between  the  Tide  and  the  Tigers.  And  if  you 
strayed  from  that  path  of  support,  it  was  probably  because  Mom  or  Dad  went  somewhere  else,  like  Duke,  Baylor 
or  Northwestern. 

The  point  is  that  you  never  wore  a  Samford  T-shirt  before  you  got  here  or  knew  you  were  coming  here.  But 
that's  not  the  problem.  The  problem  is  that  when  you  do  get  here,  you  might  not  even  know  that  Samford  has  a 
football  team  until  you  read  about  it  in  The  Crimson.  Once  you  figure  out  there  is  a  team,  you  probably  don't 
ever  know  whether  Saturday's  game  is  home  or  away.  Occasionally,  fliers  in  the  Caf  announce  the  game  times 
and  locations,  but  no  one  really  reads  them  So  even  if  you're  not  going  to  see  Alabama's  or  Georgia's  game, 
you're  likely  to  overlook  ours. 

"But,"  you  say,  "why  should  I  care  about  Samford  football?  It's  not  like  they  win  a  lot."  There  again,  if  you  fol- 
lowed our  season  closely  or  simply  read  about  it  in  the  paper,  you  might  know  that  this  year  we  were  maybe 
four  or  five  plays  away  from  two  or  three  more  wins.  In  a  loss  at  UT  Chattanooga  in  the  first  week  of  the  season, 
five  turnovers  plagued  us  in  a  game  we  were  winning  at  halftime.  At  Furman,  six  turnovers  cost  us  31  points 
(yes,  you  read  that  right)  in  a  34-24  loss.  Then,  at  Troy  State,  an  enemy  touchdown  pass  with  under  a  minute 
and  a  half  to  go  gave  the  Trojans  a  27-23  win 

"Oh,"  you  say,  "I  had  no  idea  But  the  bottom  line  is  winning,  right7"  yes.  Our  fault.  We  didn't  win  enough, 
even  though  we  won  every  game  at  Samford,  on  our  home  turf,  when  you  could  have  come. 

The  thing  is,  most  of  you  know  someone  who  plays  football  for  Samford.  Many  of  you  are  good  friends  with 
players.  Still,  given  the  option  of  going  home  to  Mom's  cooking  or  watching  your  friends  and  classmates  play 
college  football,  most  of  you  choose  to  exit. 

But  that's  okay.  We're  in  Alabama,  where  football  is  life.  But  WE  are  at  Samford,  where  life  is  different. 

Credit  must  be  given,  however,  to  those  of  you  who  do  come.  Those  of  you  who  do  ask  the  players  "What 
happened?"  in  a  loss,  or  congratulate  them  after  a  win.  We,  as  players,  just  wish  there  were  more  of  you. 
Because  at  a  school  like  Samford,  your  seat  in  the  stands  won't  be  taken  by  anyone  else. 


"Being  able  to  play  Softball  in  college  has  been  a  dream  of 
mine  since  I  was  a  little  girl,"  Brianne  Mertens  said. 

A  sophomore  pitcher  and  utility  player  for  the  team, 
Brianne  is  fulfilling  her  dream.  She  is  one  of  the  leaders  on 
this  young  team,  which  includes  no  seniors  and  a  first  sea- 
son coach 

Head  coach  Mark  Voisard  is  determined  to  bring  success 
to  the  softball  program,  which  has  a  lot  of  room  for  improve- 
ment The  1998  season  left  the  team  finishing  last  in  the 
Trans  American  Athletic  Conference  (TAAO. 

First  baseman  Kelly  King  says  she  thinks  the  team  will  do 
better  this  year.   "We  should  be  near  the  top  of  the  division  if 
we'll  play  the  way  we  know  how  to  play  in  every  game. 
Sometimes  we  let  games  we  really  could  have  won  slip  away 
from  us,"  Kelly  said. 

Brianne  isn't  letting  them  slip  by  her,  though.  She  is  eighth 
in  the  TAAC  in  strikeouts  and  has  a  2.78  earned  run  average. 
She  is  not  only  the  starting  pitcher,  but  is  ranked  second  in 
hitting  (.250)  behind  second  baseman  Amanda  Haugh. 

But  wins  aren't  the  only  thing  the  team  is  competing  for. 
"We  get  no  credit  or  fans  because  we  are  a  women's  sport 
Men's  teams  definitely  have  the  run  of  things  around  here," 
Kelly  said 


Not  whether  they  win 

or  lose 
but  how  they  play  the 


game 

By  Brian  Holmes 


Most  people  would  agree  that  the  best  part  about  competi- 
tion is  victory.    But  most  coaches  will  tell  you  that  winning  isn't 
everything.   Improvement,  they'll  say,  is  just  as  important  as 
the  final  score. 

That's  what  the  Samford  baseball  team  kept  in  mind  as  they 
neared  completion  of  the  first  half  of  their  1999  season 
"We've  gotten  a  lot  better  this  year,"  Tim  Parenton,  the 
Bulldogs'  second-year  head  coach,  said.   "I  have  to  sit  back 
and  compare  this  year  to  last  year ." 

The  1 998  season  Parenton  referred  to  was  one  that 
watched  a  young  Samford  team  struggle  to  only  1 3  wins  on  a 
56-game  schedule    With  some  experience  under  their  belts, 
the  '99  Bulldogs  are  hoping  to  turn  things  around  for  the  pro- 
gram. 

"I  think  we're  gonna'  be  pretty  good,"  Eddie  Harris,  junior 
second  baseman  said.   "We're  making  some  mental  mistakes, 
but  I  think  we'll  be  alright ." 

The  Bulldogs  started  off  the  season  on  a  positive  note,  win- 
ning seven  of  their  first  1 2  games  and  their  Trans  America 
Athletic  Conference  (TAAC)  opener    Overall,  however,  TAAC 
play  brought  Samford  some  tough  competition  and  eight  con- 
ference losses  after  the  opening  win. 

"(The  TAAC)  is  a  good  baseball  conference,"  Parenton  said. 
"We're  one  of  the  top  10  conferences  in  the  nation  in  terms 
of  baseball." 

Samford  has  the  early  season  success  and  close  losses  to 
nationally  ranked  Auburn  and  Alabama  teams  to  build  on. 
And  with  almost  30  games  left  to  go,  the  Bulldogs  are  not  dis- 
couraged 

"The  rest  of  our  season  has  a  pretty  good  outlook,"  Jason 
Livermore,  sophomore  catcher  and  first  baseman  said,  "con- 
sidering that  the  nucleus  of  our  ball  club  is  a  strong  one." 

The  Bulldogs  also  continue  to  keep  sight  of  their  preseason 
goal:  making  the  conference  tournament. 

"They  take  the  top  six  teams  from  our  conference  for  the 
TAAC  tournament,"  Parenton  said,  "and  we  still  have  an  out- 
side chance  to  make  it.   Once  you  make  the  tournament,  any- 
thing can  happen." 

For  the  rest  of  the  season,  the  baseball  Dogs  will  continue 
to  concentrate  on  improvement,  and  hope  that  the  wins 
start  coming 

"We're  just  playing  as  hard  as  we  can  and  trying  to  repre- 
sent the  school  as  best  we  can.  If  we  go  out  and  give  it  our 
best,  we  feel  like  we've  done  our  job,"  Jason  said 
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swing 


By  Kamilah  Perry 


Same  Step, 


Different 
Decade 


When  DJ  Silky  at  Five  Points  Music 
Hall  asks  how  many  Samford  students 
are  in  the  house,  you  could  probably 
hear  the  response  in  Albuquerque 

The  resurrection  of  the  old  time, 
finger  poppin',  leg  twirlin'  swing  dancing 
has  swept  through  the  nation  like  a 
hurricane  and  has  definitely  taken 
Samford  students  by  storm. 

On  any  given  Thursday  night,  you'll 
be  able  to  find  at  least  four  dozen 
Samford  students  getting  their  "boogie 
boogie  on"  at  the  music  hall.  No  doubt 
they'll  be  learning  step  by  step  how  to 
do  the  pretzel  or  the  sling  shot  from 
Sterling  and  Kimberly  Burroughs,  the 
couple  who  owns  the  Fred  Astaire 
Dance  Studio  in  Irondale  and  gives  free 
swing  dance  lessons  at  the  music  hall. 


"Swing  dancing  has  been  around  for 
a  good  50  to  60  years,"  says  Sterling 
"It's  been  big  in  New  york  and 
California  for  the  past  three  years,  but  it 
has  just  gotten  big  (in  Birmingham)  in 
the  last  six  to  10  months  because  of 
the  music  getting  popular  again." 

Most  sources  say  that  swing  got  its 
first  real  revival  exposure  in  the  1996 
movie  "Swingers"  and  then  later  in 
the  infamous  swing  dancing  khaki 
commercial  by  The  Gap.  Other  sources 
hold  the  new  chart  climbing  neo-swing 
bands  like  The  Cherry  Poppin'  Daddies 
and  Squirrel  Nut  Zippers  responsible  for 
swing's  rebirth 

"The  new  swing  really  started  with 
the  Stray  Cats  back  in  the  80's  They 
played  this  type  of  music  and  it  got  a 


little  popular  then,"  Sterling  said.  "But 
then  Brian  Setzer  left  the  Stray  Cats  and 
formed  the  Brian  Setzer  Orchestra  He 
was  one  of  the  first  to  really  get  it  start- 
ed.  Now  you  have  the  Cherry  Poppin' 
Daddies,  Big  Bad  Voodoo  Daddy  and  a 
ton  of  other  swing  bands  who  have  just 
gotten  big  in  the  last  year." 

"The  summer  craze  was  huge,"  says 
Suzy  from  WRAX  107.7  the  X.  "Some  of 
these  bands  have  been  doing  swing  for 
a  few  years  and  it  has  just  caught  on. 
We  had  about  five  swing  groups  on  our 
hit  list  last  month." 


"Everything  comes  back,"  Paul  said.  "Just  like  bellbottoms." 


Swing 


Kids 


Freshmen  Amy  Menefee  and  John 
Pickett  have  been  going  to  the  music 
hall  for  lessons  since  the  end  of  the 
summer  when  the  swing  craze  began. 

"It  is  so  much  fun,"  Amy  said.  "There 
are  so  many  things  to  do  and  you  never 
stop  learning." 

Sophomore  Paul  VonHermann  says 
he  found  out  about  swinging  from  his 
friends. 

"A  lot  of  people  on  my  track  team 
and  in  my  fraternity  go  with  different 
girls,"  Paul  said.  "I  heard  it  was  a  lot  of 
fun  So,  I  went,  and  it  was." 

Sterling  says  the  swing  crowd  at  the 
music  hall  this  summer  was  a  lot  bigger 
than  it  has  been  recently,  but  not 
because  of  any  lack  of  interest. 

"What's  happened  now  is  that,  once 
people  learn  the  basics,  they  don't  have 
to  come  as  early  to  learn  the  basic 


steps  They  can  come  later  to  learn  the 
more  advanced  steps." 

Learning  these  advanced  steps  is  a 
"no  brainer"  for  some  of  our  Samford 
professionals.  Sophomore  Courtney 
Cunningham  has  been  swinging  for  two 
years  since  her  friend  in  Nashville 
taught  her  some  basic  steps.  The  first 
time  she  stepped  on  the  dance  floor  at 
Five  Points  with  her  new  dance  partner, 
they  won  a  swing  dance  competition 

"This  guy  came  up  to  us  and  said.  I 
want  you  all  to  get  into  this  competition 
we're  having  later, '"  Courtney  said. 
"This  was  both  of  our  first  times 
dancing  together.  I  was  so  nervous. 

"We  went  out  there  with  five  other 
couples  and  started  dancing  to  "Zoot 
Suit  Riot."  We  were  making  stuff  up  as 
we  went  We  were  so  nervous.  We  put 
a  little  twist  here  and  a  little  turn  there, 


but  it  was  totally  made  up.  We  did  a  lot 
of  quick  tunnels  and  some  new 
variations  we'd  learn  but  mostly  we 
were  just  having  fun." 

At  the  end  of  the  competition, 
Courtney,  her  partner  and  the  other 
dancers  lined  up  to  be  judged  by  a 
round  of  applause.  "When  they  finally 
came  to  us,  everyone  just  went  wild.  It 
was  so  overwhelming,"  Courtney  said. 
"I  was  like,  'I  think  we  won!'  One  lady 
was  like,  'you  must  know  a  lot  of 
people  out  there,'  but  we  didn't.  I  think 
the  thing  they  liked  the  most  was  that 
we  had  a  lot  of  energy  and  we  were 
just  having  fun.  We  weren't  trying  to 
show  off  or  anything. 

"The  funny  thing  about  it  was  that 
the  first  place  prize  was  a  Martini  glass 
set  and  some  Margarita  mix  but  they 
wouldn't  give  it  to  us  because  we 
weren't  21!" 


Get  your  boogie 


boogie  on 


Just  as  the  saying  goes,  the  more 
things  change  the  more  they  stay  the 
same.  A  visit  to  Five  Points  on  a 
Thursday  night  brings  back  certain 
nostalgia  that  people  our  age  never 
experienced  in  the  first  place.  But  with 
the  sound  of  the  big  bands,  the  brass 
horns  and  the  bass  drums  mixed  with 
the  new  modern  high-octane  tempo, 
one  would  almost  be  tempted  to  put  on 
a  fedora  hat  and  call  everyone 
"Daddy-O." 


"Everything  comes  back,"  Paul  said. 
"Just  like  bellbottoms." 

"The  music  is  so  upbeat  and  fun," 
Courtney  said.  "Once  you  learn  the 
different  moves  and  variations,  it's  hard 
to  stop.  No  matter  how  tired  you  are, 
you  don't  want  it  to  be  over 

"Before  swing  dancing  came,  nobody 
really  knew  how  to  dance.  They  were 
just  bumping  around,  doing  whatever. 
But  now  you  can  learn  a  step  and 
different  moves,  and  learning  how  to  do 
it  makes  you  feel  good." 
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the  greek  life 


phi  mu 
sigma  chi 
chi  omega 
lambda  chi  alpha 
alpha  delta  pi 
kappa  alpha  psi 
zeta  tau  alpha 
sigma  phi  epsilon 
delta  zeta 
sigma  nu 
alpha  kappa  alpha 
alpha  omicron  pi 
pi  kappa  phi 
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Phi  Mu 

The  1998-1999  school  year  was  a  year  of  firsts  for  Phi  Mu.  On  Halloween,  Phi 
Mu  raised  approximately  $3,000  for  the  Children's  Hospital  in  our  first  pledge 
class  Trick-or-Treating  competition.    In  November,  we  held  our  first  annual  One- 
Mile  Fun  Run  at  Oak  Mountain  State  Park,  in  addition  to  our  fourth-annual  5-K 
Children's  Miracle  Run.  Collectively  the  events  raised  over  $2,000.  Another 
special  first  was  the  initiation  of  our  Resident  Director  in  February.  As  we 
attempt  new  successes  every  year,  Phi  Mu  continues  to  keep  the  ideals  of  our 

creed  -  keeping  love,  honor  and  truth  our  first  priorities.  _,.  ,  _, 

-Elizabeth  Thomason 


Chi  Omega 

The  addition  of  39  new  members  kicked  off  a  year  of  progress  and  spirit.  Our  fall 
semester  was  highlighted  by  a  banquet  commemorating  the  35th  anniversary  of  our 
chapter  at  which  our  national  president  gave  the  luncheon  address.  Alumnae  and  sis- 
ters joined  in  celebrating  the  past  and  looking  forward  to  the  future.  Our  spring 
semester  was  accented  by  winning  the  Sweepstakes  trophy  as  well  as  the 

Participant's  Choice  award  for  Step  Sing  1999. 

-Jenny  Douglass 


Sigma  Chi 

The  1998-1999  year  was  an  unprecedented  year  of  accomplishments  for  the  Pi 
Chapter  of  Sigma  Chi.  We  set  high  goals  and  were  able  to  reach  most  of  them. 
Through  hard  work,  dedication  and  a  unified  brotherhood,  we  were  able  to  raise  over 
$30,000  for  Children's  Hospital  in  Birmingham.  This  gift  shattered  the  existing  nation- 
al philanthropic  giving  record  for  all  fraternities  and  sororities  nationwide.  We  also 
accomplished  one  equally  important,  yet  not  so  visible,  objective.  The  brothers  and 
pledges  of  Sigma  Chi  were  able  to  learn  more  about  each  other  and  ourselves  as  we 

helped  each  other  become  better  men 

-John  Weaver 


A  "V  A 

Lambda  Chi  Alpha 

A  proud  tradition  of  Lambda  Chi  Alpha  is  our  annual  Fall  Classic  Volleyball 
Tournament.  Each  fall  students  organize  their  own  teams  and  play  in  this  fundraising 
event.  Men's  and  women's  teams  compete  for  cash  prizes  and  gift  certificates.  All 
proceeds  from  the  event  go  to  Magic  Moments  Philanthropy,  an  organization  dedicat- 
ed to  providing  wishes  to  terminally  ill  children.  This  year,  the  tournament  grossed 
more  than  it  has  in  the  past  two  years.  Donations  from  area  businesses  were  very 
helpful  in  the  distribution  of  prizes.  One  sponsor  individually  donated  five  hundred 
dollars  to  better  the  life  of  a  terminally  ill  child.    _j0^  Smitherman 


Alpha  Omicron  Pi 

In  the  spring  we  brought  Jackie  Kendall,  author  of  Lady  In  Waiting  back  to  Samford  to 
speak  about  "How  to  be  a  better  lover  (forgiver) ."  We  had  a  successful  philanthropy 
function  called  "Lick  Arthritis."  We  sold  gourmet  lollipops  and  donated  the  profits  to  the 
Arthritis  Foundation  The  project  reached  not  only  Samford  but  also  the  surrounding 
community.  Our  Riverboat  Romance  Semi-formal  was  held  in  Montgomery,  Alabama 
Music  by  The  Answer  accompanied  us  as  the  riverboat  sailed  across  the  bay. 

-Holly  Morris 


Delta  Zeta 

This  year  the  sisters  of  Delta  Zeta  improved  their  chapter  by  raising  their  overall  GPA 
and  strengthening  their  sisterhood,  but  they  were  most  proud  of  their  philanthropic 
achievements.  The  sisters  achieved  over  700  hours  of  community  service  and  raised 
over  $400  for  Gallaudet  University,  a  school  for  the  deaf  and  hearing  impaired  Delta 
Zeta  actively  participated  in  walks  and  school  programs.  They  also  sponsored  on- 
campus  events  such  as  "Penny  Wars"  and  "Miss  Bulldog."  The  sisters'  efforts  were 
honored  by  Delta  Zeta's  Nationals  with  a  prestigious  award  for  philanthropic  efforts 

-Anna  Patterson 


Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 

By  mid-February,  1999  had  already  proved  to  be  a  successful  year  for  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon.  With  a  first  place  finish  in  Step  Sing  '99,  the  Alabama  Gamma  chapter  was  on 
its  way  toward  establishing  its  reputation  on  Samford's  campus.  Off-campus,  Sig  Ep 
teamed  up  with  the  American  Lung  Association  and  sponsored  a  charity  golf  tourna- 
ment which  raised  money  for  cancer  research.  Socially,  Sig  Ep  had  mixers  with  the 
sororities,  two  theme  parties,  an  elaborate  formal,  and  competed  in  intramurals. 

-Derrick  Winfree 


Kappa  Alpha  Psi 

Greetings  from  the  brothers  of  Kappa  Alpha  Psi.  Our  chapter  has  been  recognized  as 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  South.  The  quality  of  our  chapter  is  among  the  best.  Within 
our  fraternity,  three  brothers  are  National  Kappa  Leaders,  and  one  is  a  National 
Kappa  Scholar.  Rather  than  participating  in  various  community  service  projects,  we 
decided  to  devote  all  of  our  time  to  one  program,  the  Student  Transition  and 
Recovery  Program  at  Hayes  Middle  School  Every  Tuesday,  we  go  and  tutor  children. 
Most  people  would  complain  about  the  time  commitment,  but  our  fraternity  com- 
plains that  one  day  is  not  enough. 

-Jason  Long 
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Alpha  Kappa  Alpha 

In  1988,  the  Omicron  Mu  chapter  of  Alpha  Kappa  Alpha 
Sorority,  Inc.,  became  the  first  Black  Greek  organization  at 
Samford.  Since  then,  the  ladies  of  Omicron  Mu  have  dedicated 
countless  hours  to  community  service  —  focusing  on  health, 
education,  economic  development  and  global  leadership. 
Omicron  Mu  was  recently  awarded  for  their  work  with  health 
awareness.  They  also  won  the  Savannah  Jones  Black  History 
Award  for  their  work  with  the  Black  Family  Summit.  AKA  was 
founded  to  select  college  women  who  would  improve  the 
social  and  economic  conditions  of  the  world  around  them. 
Omicron  Mu  continually  strives  to  fulfill  these  purposes 

-Kamilah  Perry 


Zeta  Tau  Alpha 

This  school  year  has  been  monumental  in  the  history  of  Zeta 
Tau  Alpha.  October  15,  1998,  marked  the  100th  birthday  of 
the  Fraternity.  Our  chapter,  Delta  Psi,  joined  the  Zeta  chapter 
from  Birmingham-Southern  College  to  celebrate  this  special 
event.   Last  summer,  at  the  Centennial  Convention  in 
Indianapolis,  Delta  Psi  was  awarded  the  Nelly  Galloway 
Shearer  Achievement  Award.  This  award  ranks  us  fifth  out  of 
140  national  Zeta  chapters.  We  are  so  proud  of  the  tradition 
this  Fraternity  has  been  built  on,  and  we  are  honored  to  be 
the  ones  who  will  carry  it  into  another  century  of  sisterhood. 


-Audrey  Hester 


Sigma  Nu 

The  lota  Chapter  of  Sigma  Nu  is  an  active  member  of 
the  community.  Our  annual  Operation  Blessing  project,  a  food 
drive  for  the  needy,  went  over  with  great  success  again  in  the 
fall.  In  the  spring  we  organized  support  for  a  day  with  Habitat 
for  Humanity,  a  group  which  builds  houses  for  less  fortunate 
families.  Both  Panhellenic  and  the  Interfraternity  Council  spon- 
sored the  event,  which  included  the  help  of  five  of  the  six  fra- 
ternities on  campus  and  all  eight  sororities.  We  are  proud  of 
its  accomplishments  and  look  forward  to  many  more  as  we 
move  into  the  new  millennium. 

-Brian  Holmes 


Pi  Kappa  Phi 

This  was  another  benchmark  year  for  Pi  Kappa  Phi.  We  had  a 
very  successful  Rush,  taking  32  great  men  and  again  surpass- 
ing our  expectations.  For  our  Winter  Formal  in  December,  we 
traveled  to  the  Opryland  Hotel  in  Nashville.  The  extravagant 
Christmas  lights  served  as  the  perfect  backdrop  for  a  wonder- 
ful evening  and  a  great  party.  In  April  we  brought  the  Pat 
McGee  Band  to  Samford  to  play  a  benefit  concert  for  P.U.S.H., 
our  National  philanthropy  which  serves  the  severely  handi- 
capped   Overall,  the  year  brought  success  in  many  areas.  We 
look  forward  to  continuing  this  success  in  the  upcoming  years. 

-Russ  Taylor 


Alpha  Delta  Pi 

What  a  busy  year  for  Alpha  Delta  Pi!  In  the  fall,  a  year  of 
service  started  with  a  Mexican  fiesta  dinner,  which  benefitted 
the  local  Ronald  McDonald  House.  Change  was  collected  at 
every  meeting  and  donated  to  the  philanthropy,  and  groups 
volunteered  at  the  House  weekly.  The  women  of  Alpha  Delta 
Pi  are  eagerly  awaiting  the  90th  anniversary  of  their  chapter  in 
the  spring  of  2000.  Preparations  are  already  being  made  to 
commemorate  the  event. 

-Lindsey  Hightower 


~ 


Late  August  has  arrived.  Inside  the  houses  on  sorority 
quad,  girls  suffering  from  sleep  deprivation  are  preparing  for  it. 
They  are  singing  songs,  learning  names  and  making  their  wish 
lists.  They  are  relying  on  their  sisters  to  keep  their  spirits  up 
and  their  bodies  awake.  They  know  it's  important,  and  they 
realize  it  will  be  over  in  a  flash 

It's  a  few  weeks  later,  in  early  September.  The  mood 
inside  the  fraternity  houses  is  calmer  than  it  was  for  their 
female  Greek  counterparts,  but  anticipation  still  looms.  Food  is 
bought,  invitations  are  printed,  houses  are  cleaned  from  floor 
to  rafter  They  must  also  prepare  for  it.  It's  a  crucial  part  of  the 
year  for  them,  too;  they  also  have  their  wish  lists. 

Webster  defines  Rush  as  "the  crowding  of  people  into 
one  place."  In  the  Samford  University  Panhellenic  Rush  hand- 
book, it's  defined  as  "a  process  whereby  students  interested  in 
a  Greek  organization  can  meet  members  of  each  chapter  and 
learn  more  about  the  organization." 

It  is  exhilarating.  It  is  upsetting.  It  is  controversial.  It  is 
effective.  But  no  matter  how  you  perceive  it,  participating  in  it 
will  undoubtedly  affect  your  life  in  some  way. 

This  Greek  tradition  has  introduced  thousands  of  Samford 
students  to  the  benefits  of  Greek  life.  However,  one  question 
still  remains.  Why  is  the  process  of  obtaining  new  people  for 
membership  in  Greek  organizations  referred  to  as  Rush? 
Where  did  the  name  come  from? 

Students  have  many  opinions.  Some  view  the  title  as  com- 
petitive. "It's  probably  called  Rush  because  there  are  lots  of 
girls  Rushing  to  outdo  each  other  It's  a  Rush  to  see  who  can 
present  themselves  in  the  best  way,"  junior  Heather  Sellers  of 
Alpha  Delta  Pi  said. 

Junior  Jay  Speicher  of  Lambda  Chi  has  a  similar  opinion. 
"Everyone  Rushes  around  to  grab  guys  before  someone  else 
does.  It's  a  very  quick  process,"  he  said 

Junior  Lauren  Woodlief  of  Zeta  Tau  Alpha  interprets  it 


more  literally.  "Maybe  it  is  called  Rush  because  you  actually 
Rush  around  from  house  to  house  meeting  people,"  she  said 

Still  others  believe  the  word  refers  to  the  time  period  in 
which  Rush  occurs.  "I  think  it  is  called  Rush  because  it  is  a  hur- 
ried process  of  Rushees  and  Rushers  getting  to  know  one 
another  and  make  decisions,"  Junior  Rachel  Westmoreland  of 
Chi  Omega  explained 

Sophomore  Brad  Collins  of  Pi  Kappa  Phi  agreed  and 
added,  "Maybe  it's  called  Rush  because  you  get  tired  and  want 
it  to  end  quickly." 

Senior  Deedee  Eubanks  of  Phi  Mu  thought  of  yet  another 
possible  explanation  "Maybe  it's  called  Rush  because  of  the 
energy  new  members  bring  to  the  group  The  excitement  is 
like  a  natural  high  on  bid  night.  It  really  is  a  Rush,"  she  said 

For  the  most  part,  the  opinions  of  Samford  Greek  Alumni 
are  in  line  with  those  of  the  students.  However,  some  shed 
new  light  on  the  subject. 

Seth  Gibree,  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  alumnus  and  Samford 
Resident  Director  said,  "Because  of  Rush,  new  students  quickly 
find  something  to  belong  to  Perhaps  that's  why  it's  called 
Rush  It's  a  Rush  of  all  these  new  people  to  get  to  know " 

Charlotte  Coleman,  Phi  Mu  alumna  and  professor  in  the 
World  Languages  &  Cultures  Department  added,  "  There  is  so 
much  to  be  done  in  such  a  short  amount  of  time,  you  can't 
help  but  Rush  around ." 

Whether  it  sends  them  into  a  tizzy  or  gets  their  competi- 
tive juices  flowing,  Rush  is  a  way  of  life  for  Samford  Greeks.  It 
highlights  their  chapter  calendars  It  teaches  them  to  search 
for  what  really  matters.  It  secures  the  future  of  their  legacy. 

Whether  the  true  origin  of  the  name  will  ever  be  known 
remains  a  mystery.  Perhaps  Steve  Allgood,  Samford  Athletic 
Director  and  Samford  Sigma  Nu  alumnus,  summed  it  up  best. 
He  said,  "I  could  sooner  tell  you  why  Step  Sing  is  called  Step 
Sing  or  why  Mardi  Gras  is  called  Mardi  Gras  than  tell  you  why 
Rush  is  called  Rush." 
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Date  parties  are  a  big  part  of  Greek  life  at  Samford.  It's  a  chance  to  find  a  fun  date,  get 
dressed  up,  go  out  to  eat,  listen  to  a  great  band,  and  have  a  blast  —  usually.  Some 
Samford  Greeks  tell  all  about  their  date  party  experiences. 


most  memorable 

At  our  Hoe  Down  party,  one  of  my  sisters  and 
side!  -  Jennifer  Jones,  Sophomore,  AAfl 


couldn't  find  a  bathroom,  so  we  had  to  go  to  the  bathroom  out- 


I  went  to  a  sorority  party,  but  not  with  my  girlfriend.  While  at  the  party,  my  date  commented  on  the  location  of  the 
party.  She  said,  "There  are  a  lot  of  places  to  get  some  action  here,  too  bad  you  have  a  girlfriend."  Junior,  AXA 

The  lead  singer  of  the  band  at  the  IOE  rush  party  kept  "spotlighting"  another  girl  and  I  and  talked  about  us  the 
whole  night.  At  the  end  of  the  party  he  presented  us  with  blow  pops.  It  was  fun,  and  to  make  it  even  better,  the 
other  girl  turned  out  to  be  my  future  grand-big  sister.  -  Amanda  Troiano,  Freshman,  XQ 


most  embarrassinci 

Somewhere  on  the  bus  ride  to  Sigma  Nu's  formal,  I  caught  my  dress  on  something  in  the  bus  seat  and  ripped  a 
huge  hole  in  the  back  of  it    I  didn't  realize  this  until  I  was  walking  around  in  front  of  everyone  on  the  riverboat 
A  girl  informed  me  that  everyone  was  looking  at  my  bright  pink  underwear.  No  one  had  a  safety  pin,  so  I  spent 
the  whole  evening  that  way.  -  Sophomore,  AAIT 

I  forgot  my  date's  name  and  had  to  ask  her  in  the  middle  of  the  party.  -  Senior,  IX 


al,  our  dates  picke 


Before  formal,  our  dates  picked  us  up  in  the  afternoon  and  we  didn't  know  where  we  were  going  They  took  us 
to  Oak  Mountain  where  they  cooked  us  dinner  on  the  grill  We  spent  the  afternoon  there  and  then  came  back 
to  campus  to  get  dressed  for  the  party  -  Amy  Cupps,  Senior,  *M 

After  semi-formal  sophomore  year,  five  of  us  took  our  dates  to  the  quad  to  blow  bubbles.  Then  we  snuck  into 
Davis  Library  and  played  a  crazy  game  of  sardines.  -  Senior,  AOIT 

After  our  formal,  two  of  my  friends  and  I  sent  our  dates  on  a  scavenger  hunt  that  ended  up  off  campus  where 
we  were  waiting  with  a  candle-lit  dessert  picnic.  While  we  were  there  two  policemen  snuck  up,  shined  their 
lights  on  our  cooler  and  said,  "ya'll  got  beer  in  there,  don't  ya7"  I  replied,  "No  sir,  it's  just  milk "  Shaking  his  head 
in  disbelief,  he  opened  it  to  find  a  gallon  of  skim  milk.  -  Senior,  IX 

The  most  fun  party  was  our  Crawfish  Boil  Party  when  all  the  brothers  threw  the  new  members  into  the  pool.  - 
Freshman,  IOE 


My  pledge  bash  date  was  a  big  jerk!  He  wasn't  even  worth  the  S5  I  paid  for  him  to  get  into  the  skating  rink.  The 
only  thing  he  said  to  me  all  night  was,  "I  had  a  great  time."  -  Sophomore,  AZ 

Freshman  year,  after  our  initiation  party,  30  of  us  drove  an  hour  and  a  half  to  Guntersville  to  stay  in  a  cabin 
Several  things  went  wrong.  We  didn't  get  there  until  1  30  a.m.  We  had  too  many  people  for  one  cabin,  and  no 
one  was  old  enough  to  rent  the  cabin.  We  ended  up  losing  our  deposit  and  going  home.  We  got  back  at  5:30 
a.m.,  never  having  slept  or  done  anything  fun!  -  Susan  Corts,  Katie  Charton,  Lauren  Cole,  Carrie  Hill,  Seniors,  ZTA 

For  our  Pledge  Bash,  a  friend  set  me  up  with  a  football  player  from  UAB.  On  the  way  to  the  party  he  told  me  the 
cops  were  searching  for  him  Then  he  said  he  hated  to  dance  and  he  couldn't  believe  we  danced  at  parties.  He 
complained  the  whole  time.  We  were  home  by  9  p.m.  -  Junior,  AOn 

Freshman  year,  I  took  a  girl  I  had  a  crush  on  to  my  formal.  I  was  planning  to  ask  her  out  again.  The  night  after  the 
party,  I  was  on  the  quad  and  saw  her  holding  hands  with  the  guy  who  is  now  her  husband  I  was  the  last  guy  she 
ever  went  out  with.  -  Senior,  IX 

One  of  my  dates  to  a  sorority  party  dropped  me  off  early  so  she  could  go  "talk"  to  the  guy  she  had  been  seeing 
-Ben  Carr,  Junior,  flKO 


most  romantic 

One  time,  my  date  and  I  kissed1  -  Parker  Dale,  Senior,  LCA 

My  most  memorable  party  experience  was  when  I  lavaliered  my  girlfriend  on  the  stage  at  my  semi-formal  in 
1997.  She  had  no  idea  what  was  happening  and  the  fraternity  sang  to  her.  -  Neal  Hartzog,  Junior,  PKF 


fun  greek  stats 


nK<t>  -  Southern 
Gentleman's 
Ball,  Rose  Ball 
IX  -  Riverboat 

IN  -  Semi-formal 


nK*  -  Caribbean 

Party,  Barn  Bash, 

Casino 

IN  -White  Trash 

Bash,  Halloween 

AXA  -  Suppressed 

Desire 


AXA  -  open 
house  parties 
IX  -  band  parties 
IOE  -  Rush  party 


nKO  -  Opryland, 
Riverboat,  yacht  Club 
IX  -  Shoal  Creek, 
Romeo  &  Juliet 
AXA  -  Gentleman's 
Night  Out,  Informal 
Formal 


IX  -  Lawn  Party,  Semi- 
formal 

nK#  -  Barn  Bash, 
Formal,  Southern 
Gentleman's  Ball 
AXA  -  Informal  Formal, 
Suppressed  Desire, 
Gentleman's  Night  out 


AMI 

xq 

?™   sen 


XQ  -  Crawfish,  Famous 
Couples,  Land  to  Land 
AAn  -  Baseball  Party, 
Skate  Bash,  Hoe  Down 
AZ-  Comedy  Club 
AOn  -  Bikers  'N  Babes,  Casino 


best  sorority 
theme  party 


ZTA-  Super  T,  Prime 

Time 

XQ  -  Super  T, 

Bodan 

<J>M  -  Bodan,  Prime 

Time 


XQ 

ZTA 
AAn 


XQ 
AAn 
ZTA 
<HV1 


T-shirts 
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greeks  unite  for  pancakes  and  morning  chats 


by  Dawnn  Lackey 

What  is  one  thing  that  will  always  bring  college  students 
together?  Food.  The  lure  of  hot,  fresh  food  can  unite  the  most 
diverse  of  groups.  When  you  make  that  food  free,  stampedes 
occur 

That  is  what  happened  on  October  1 7,  when  Samford  Greeks 
united  for  a  Progressive  Pancake  Party  breakfast.  Sophomore 
Melanie  Largent  of  Zeta  Tau  Alpha,  social  chair  for  Panhellenic, 
wanted  to  try  something  different  this  year  in  an  attempt  to  get 
more  Greeks  involved.  "The  Pancake  Breakfast  was  done  many 
years  ago  and  it  was  a  success.  We  figured,  free  food,  who  would- 
n't come?"  she  said. 

IFC  and  Panhellenic  sponsored  the  event.  Sororities  and  frater- 
nities were  paired  up  and  spent  the  morning  in  the  sorority  house 
kitchens  preparing  different  types  of  pancakes.  Pancake  chefs 
cooked  in  shifts  as  other  hungry  Greeks  traveled  from  house  to 
house  to  try  the  different  kinds  of  pancakes.  Syrup,  sugar,  juice  and 
hot  chocolate  were  available  in  the  sorority  quad.  The  smell  of 
blueberries,  chocolate  chips  and  strawberries  drifted  out  of  the 
houses,  tempting  any  passerby. 

The  event  was  kept  very  informal  In  fact,  pajamas  were  the 
clothes  of  choice,  you  could  just  crawl  out  of  bed,  walk  out  of  your 
dorm,  and  have  breakfast.  Everyone  seemed  to  enjoy  going  in  their 
pajamas.  Junior  Todd  Smitherman  of  Lambda  Chi  actually  went  to 
Wal-Mart  to  buy  flannel  pajama  pants  just  for  the  event.   He  said, 
"the  best  thing  about  the  breakfast  was  seeing  all  the  Chi  Omegas 
in  their  p.j.'s." 

Most  Greeks  wanted  to  display  their  culinary  skills  and  took  a 
crack  at  cooking.  However,  cooking  pancakes  for  crowds  of  hungry 
Greeks  did  get  a  bit  hectic  at  times.  "We  had  a  line  out  the  door;  it 
was  a  little  demanding  -  slaving  over  a  hot  stove.  It  was  especially 
hard  to  keep  the  chocolate  chips  from  melting  into  a  big  blob 
before  we  got  them  on  the  skillet,"  said  sophomore  chef  Andrew 
Dye  of  Sigma  Chi 

Junior  Julie  Thompson  of  ZTA  agreed,  "It  was  difficult  to  cook 
in  such  a  small  area,  and  with  only  two  pans.  The  guys  actually 
cooked  better  than  I  did.  That  was  a  little  embarrassing." 

The  breakfast  was  a  great  way  for  sororities  and  fraternities  to 
do  something  fun  together  Freshman  Emily  Abney  of  AOPi  said 
she  thinks  the  sororities  and  fraternities  should  do  things  together 
more  often  "It's  a  good  way  to  meet  people  from  other  groups.  We 
don't  need  to  ostracize  ourselves,"  she  said  Fellow  AOPi  sister, 
senior  Cherilyn  Crowe  agreed,  "The  breakfast  was  a  great  way  for 
all  Greeks  to  hang  out.  you  could  go  from  house  to  house  and  see 
people  you  hadn't  seen  in  a  while." 

Panhellenic  and  IFC  thought  the  breakfast  was  a  big  success. 
"We  were  very  surprised  by  the  turnout.  All  the  drinks  and  food 
were  gone,"  Largent  said. 

Everyone  seemed  to  think  the  breakfast  should  become  an 
annual  event.  Although  Smitherman  did  have  one  suggestion, 
"Next  year,  we  should  do  omelets,"  he  said. 

The  Pancake  Breakfast  was  not  the  only  event  sponsored  by 
Panhellenic  and  IFC  They  co-sponsored  a  Halloween  carnival  for 
the  children  of  Price  Elementary.  IFC  hosted  a  band  party  for  every- 
one, featuring  Mel  and  the  Party  Hats.  The  groups  also  sponsored 
a  canned  food  drive  to  support  United  Way 


From  Greeks  to  non-Greeks:  What  it  means  to  be  in  a  fraternity  or  sorority 


by  Jenny  Douglass 

Junior  Mary  Michael  Garver  of  Alpha  Delta  Pi  sees  academics  as  the  most 
important  element  of  Greek  life.  "Each  sorority  and  fraternity  has  programs  geared 
toward  academic  excellence  Also,  peer  influence  plays  a  huge  role  in  maintaining 
academic  performance  In  the  Greek  system,  it  is  a  first  priority  to  give  support  to 
incoming  freshman,  show  them  the  importance  of  academics  and  help  them  keep 
their  grades  up.  Greek  life  is  anything  but  a  hindrance  to  academic  excellence. 
Scores  and  statistics  show  that  Greek  academic  performance  is  higher  than  non- 
Greek,"  she  said. 

Another  aspect  of  Greek  life  is  the  opportunity  for  leadership  and  involvement  being  Greek  provides.  Senior  Cody  Burns  of 
Sigma  Nu  has  found  that  the  very  nature  of  the  Greek  system  sets  you  up  to  be  involved.  "Greeks  at  Samford  are  naturally  called 

to  be  involved.  Greek  life  presents  them  with  endless  opportunities  to  partici- 
pate in  everything  from  community  service  to  intramurals,"  he  said. 

"Leadership  opportunities  are  found  within  those  involvement  opportunities. 
Everyone  is  called  to  get  involved  within  their  organization,  as  well  as  on  cam- 
pus and  in  the  community.  Everyone  has  the  opportunity  to  be  a  leader  of  and 
within  themselves,"  he  said. 

Junior  Anna  Root  of  Chi  Omega  says  her  Greek  peers  have  also  encour- 
aged her  to  be  a  leader.  She  said,  "Throughout  my  involvement  in  Greek  life,  I 
have  been  encouraged  by  my  fellow  Greeks  to  take  leadership  positions. 
Being  a  leader  has  taught  me  life  skills  that  I  will  carry  with  me  when  I  gradu- 
ate It  has  required  me  to  take  risks  and  get  out  of  my  comfort  zone." 

Many  sororities  and  fraternities  began  as  a  vehicle  for  members  to  serve 
the  community.  "Community  service  is  the  most  important  aspect  of  being 
Greek,"  said  senior  Kamilah  Perry  of  Alpha  Kappa  Alpha.  "We  are  young.  It  is 
our  responsibility  to  serve  those  around  us.  Also,  you  feel  good  about  yourself  when  you  help  others,"  she  said 

Junior  Rachel  Maxey  of  Alpha  Omicron  Pi  agrees.  "Community  service  is  the  greatest  part  about  being  Greek,"  she  said  "It 
makes  us  realize  how  fortunate  we  are  and  gives  us  a  new  sense  of  self  worth  that  only  comes  from  helping  others.  I  think  the 
Greek  system  provides  endless  opportunities  for  community  service  that  wouldn't  be  available  to  us  elsewhere,"  she  added. 

Another  fun  aspect  of  being  Greek  is  the  social  experiences,  said  junior  Tim  Davenport  of  Sigma  Chi  "Making  friends  within  the 
Greek  System  starts  when  you  pledge,  you  don't  intend  on  the  people  in  your 
pledge  class  becoming  your  best  friends,  but  they  do.  We  start  off  together,  and 
we  gradually  grow  closer."  He  also  added  that  living  on  West  campus  is  great 
way  for  all  Greeks  to  get  to  know  one  another. 

Junior  Jennifer  Martin  of  Delta  Zeta  says  social  events  planned  by  the  Intra- 
fraternity  Council  and  Panheilenic  help  all  Greeks  grow  closer,  which  leads  to  a 
strong  support  system.  "Greeks  stick  together  and  support  one  another.  We  pull 
together  to  support  things  on  campus  and  in  our  community  as  well,"  she  said 

Junior  Nate  Hicks  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  said  all  these  aspects  of  Greek  life 
fuse  together  to  create  what  are,  perhaps,  the  most  powerful  elements:  sister- 
hood and  brotherhood.  "Brotherhood  is  sticking  together  and  pushing  each 
other  to  do  better  in  everything,"  he  said.  "Brotherhood  starts  with  the  first  rela- 
tionship you  build  within  your  organization  and  grows  from  there." 

He  explained  that  all  elements  of  Greek  life  lead  to  strong  brotherhood  and 
sisterhood.  For  example,  he  said,  "Through  philanthropy  events,  I  have  found 
that  helping  others  really  helps  bring  you  closer  to  each  other." 
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by  Sarah  Miller 


Samford  got  a  million  dollars  to  do  it.  Students  complain 
bitterly  about  it.  Teachers  are  changing  the  way  they  teach 
because  of  it.  The  whole  world  of  academia  is  watching  to 
see  if  it  will  work,  and  they  are  going  to  write  a  book  about 
it.  So  much  ado  boils  down  to  three  little  words:  Problem 
Based  Learning. 

Samford,  using  a  grant  from  the  Pew  Charitable  Trusts,  has 
launched  the  Problem  Based  Learning  Initiative  that  has  class- 
rooms currently  field  testing  35  PBL  courses.  Dr.  John  Harris, 
associate  provost  for  quality  assessment,  said  Samford  was 
chosen  to  field  this  initiative  because  our  university  has  shown 
a  good  track  record  of  bringing  changes  and  doing  it  well. 

So  how  are  these  changes  going  to  affect  our  established 
lecture  classes?  The  nature  of  PBL  is  to  give  students  an  ill- 
structured  problem  at  the  beginning  of  the  semester,  and  their 
"job"  for  the  rest  of  the  semester  then  becomes  one  of  finding 
meaningful  solutions  to  that  problem  through  work  in  self- 
directed  groups.  In  addition,  the  instructor  steps  down  from 
the  traditional  role  of  lecturer,  and  becomes  a  facilitator  and 
guide  for  the  students 

This  has  worked  well  for  medical  and  veterinary  schools  in 
the  past  because  they  were  presented  with  a  problem,  a  sick 
patient  for  example,  and  were  given  the  opportunity  to  fix  the 
problem  This  tactic  isn't  as  simple  when  educators  are  faced 
with  a  literature  or  history  course.  Therefore,  Samford  volun- 
teered, in  a  way,  to  find  out  how  an  undergraduate,  non-med- 
ical university  could  pull  off  PBL 

"Problem-Based  Learning  was  primarily  developed  in 
North  America  in  medical  schools,"  Harris  said,  "We  wanted  to 


more  diverse  perspectives  and  issues;  and  they  are  learning 
better,  and  in  more  depth,  on  certain  information  In  addition 
they  feel  a  stronger  commitment  to  their  group  and  find  that 
they  prepare  for  each  PBL  class  more  than  in  their  other,  tradi- 
tional classes. 

Still,  some  students,  although  aware  of  the  real-world  ben- 
efits associated  with  PBL,  can't  get  over  the  group  work  that  is 
associated  with  PBL. 

"Group  work  is  all  well  and  good  if  you  get  a  good  group," 
said  sophomore  English  major  Jamie  McDaniel,  "It  can  be 
rewarding  for  everyone,  but  if  you  get  a  lopsided  group,  it  is 
heck." 

Leslie  Poole,  a  junior  English  major,  agreed.   "I  am  a  per- 
son who  likes  to  do  things  myself,  and  you  can't  always  trust 
the  people  in  your  group  to  get  things  accomplished    I  don't 
think  a  class  should  be  completely  PBL  and  group  work 
because  some  groups  just  don't  work  well  together,"  she  said, 
"It  really  teaches  group  dynamics  and  learning  to  trust  others." 


"My  experience  with  change  at  Samford  tells  me 

we  will  succeed  or  fail  in  this  effort  to  the  extent 
that  we  hold  hands  and  actively  support  each  others  efforts.'1 


know  if  it  would  really  work  in  the  arts  and  sciences  and  how 
we  could  get  it  to  work  in  traditional  undergraduate  universities." 

An  example  of  how  Samford  is  incorporating  PBL  into  an 
arts  and  sciences  course  is  the  Literary  Forms  (Drama)  class 
taught  by  English  professor  Dr.  Jane  Hiles  during  the  fall 
semester.  The  ill-structured  problem  posed  to  the  students  on 
the  first  day  of  class  asked  "Is  there  a  role  for  legitimate  drama 
in  an  age  of  television  sitcoms,  blockbuster  musicals,  and 
political  attacks  on  the  arts?" 

In  their  self-directed  groups  the  students  had  to  develop 
an  audience,  through  marketing  techniques  used  by  compa- 
nies and  businesses  everywhere,  for  William  Shakespeare's 
The  Taming  of  the  Shrew.  Their  research  culminated  in  a  per- 
formance of  the  play  by  the  Alabama  Shakespeare  Festival  in 
the  Wright  Center  on  Oct.  30,  1998 

The  experience  taught  the  students  how  a  group  like  the 
ASF  has  to  approach  the  selling  of  their  performance  to  audi- 
ences that  might  not  be  interested  enough  in  Shakespeare  to 
keep  up  with  the  ASF's  schedule,  to  the  schools  and  to  the 
die-hard  fans  of  Shakespearean  theater.  In  the  process  Hiles 
facilitated  the  traditional  discussions  surrounding  a  classic 
work  by  William  Shakespeare  and  guided  the  students  to 
faculty  and  community  members  who  could  assist  them  in  the 
marketing  process. 

Dr.  Beth  Jones,  a  faculty  member  at  West  Virginia 
University  and  external  assessor  for  the  PBL  Initiative,  said  stu- 
dents are  reporting  that,  as  a  result  of  the  PBL  courses,  they 
are  developing  stronger  thinking  abilities;  they  are  finding 


Samford  still  has  a  lot  of  research  to  do  before  it  fully 
implements  PBL  or  even  decides  that  it  wants  to  continue  with 
the  Initiative.   In  his  article  "Crossing  Another  Street,"  Harris 
recognizes  that  and  calls  for  everyone  to  support  the  efforts 
that  are  being  made  and  to  actively  become  a  part  of  the 
Initiative  by  voicing  their  opinions,  concerns  and  ideas. 

"One  of  the  things  we  were  supposed  to  learn  in  kinder- 
garten was,  'Hold  hands  when  you  cross  the  street.'  So  we're 
about  to  try  to  cross  a  major  street  in  learning  and  teaching  at 
Samford  where  we  do  not  face  the  same  problems  in  dealing 
with  the  change  as  the  large,  research  universities,"  he  said. 

"My  experience  with  change  at  Samford  tells  me  we  will 
succeed  or  fail  in  this  effort  to  the  extent  that  we  hold  hands 
and  actively  support  each  other's  efforts." 
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basketball  basketball  basketl 


Comedy  on  the  Court 


by  Courtney  Johnson 

We  all  know  how  entertaining  intramural  basketball  is,  but 
have  you  ever  stopped  to  think  that  the  referees  are  having 
just  as  much  fun7 

The  referees  were  busy  this  year  keeping  more  than  53 
men's  and  1 7  women's  teams  under  control.  "Things  get  pret- 
ty physical  at  times,  but  they  always  end  up  being  fun,"  junior 
Brian  McPherson  said. 

McPherson  said  he  saw  about  everything  on  the  court  this 
year  that  could  possibly  occur.  "It's  hilarious  how  mad  people 
actually  get.  At  one  game  between  two  different  fraternities, 
one  of  the  guys  actually  picked  up  his  opponent  and  threw 
him  on  the  ground  In  another  game,  a  player  got  so  mad  that 
he  walked  to  the  other  side  of  the  gym  and  punched  the  glass 
window  out  of  a  door,"  McPherson  said 

The  referees  observe  not  only  the  attitudes  of  the  players, 
but  also  the  strategies  of  the  teams.  Sophomore  Todd  Noren 
admitted  he  had  seen  some  pretty  strange  plays  at  times. 


"I  can't  tell  you  how  many  games  .  .  .  someone  shot  at  the  wrong  goal." 


"One  team  in  particular  loved  to  joke  around.  During  one  of 
their  games  they  made  up  a  play  where  they  threw  the  ball 
from  the  baseline  of  one  side  of  the  gym  to  the  basket  on  the 
other  side."  Needless  to  say,  they  never  made  it  in  the  net. 

Noren  said  he  also  observed  a  lot  of  mistakes.  "I  can't  tell 
you  how  many  games  I  have  refereed  where  someone  shot  at 
the  wrong  goal." 

Sometimes  first  impressions  are  not  always  correct,  as 
sophomore  Tiffany  Hansen  quickly  learned.  "I  had  to  ref  the 
men's  R.A.  basketball  game,  and  I  assumed,  like  most  people, 
that  they  would  be  extremely  passive  and  easy  going,  but  they 
were  one  of  the  most  aggressive  teams  that  I  had  to  ref  all 
season  long!" 

Hansen  also  learned  that  girls  can  be  just  as  rough  as  the 
guys.  "I  had  to  physically  separate  two  sorority  teams  because 
they  wouldn't  stop  pushing  each  other." 

Although  the  referees  have  to  put  up  with  a  lot  of  yelling 
from  all  of  the  fan  support,  they  admit  that  they  enjoy  their  job. 
As  sophomore  Sarah  McCullough  said,  "I  love  being  part  of 
the  action,  as  opposed  to  just  watching  it 


Winners: 

Men  -  Sigma  Chi 

Women  -  BNL  (Soccer  team) 

Unusual  Names: 

Deep  Pockets 
Bubba's  Boy 
The  Other  Team 
Double  Super  Buzz 
Venomous  Garden  Weasels 
Dain  Bramage 
Hoosier  Daddy 
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Intramural  Football:  Samford's 
Number  One  Pants-Dropping  Sport 


The  teams  huddle  in  two  groups  on 
the  field  Slowly,  they  take  their  places 
on  the  line,  each  player  eyeing  his 
counterpart  with  a  steely  gaze.  The  ball 
is  hiked.  The  crowd  goes  wild.  With  an 
incredible  burst  of  superhuman  speed, 
the  player,  full  of  hopes  and  dreams  of 
glory,  screams  towards  the  endzone 
with  the  pigskin  tucked  tightly  against 
his  chest,  a  bloodthirsty  opponent  hot 
on  his  heels.  At  the  last  possible  second 
the  player  is  tackled,  and  the  crowd's 
groans  turn  to  gasps  as  the  unthinkable 
happens. 


"you  broke  that  girl's  leg,  remember?" 
Forrest's  friend  Chrissy  Boone,  who 
played  for  Student  Ministries,  reminded 
her  "Oh,  yeah.  She  ran  into  me,"  Forrest 
said.  "I  had  to  take  her  down." 

Forrest  never  broke  anyone's  leg 
while  on  the  field,  but  she  did  say  the 
action  got  pretty  rough  at  times 

"When  it  comes  to  football,  the  girls 
are  just  as  tough  and  mean  as  the 
guys,"  Boone  said.  "Competition  brings 
out  the  animal  in  them.  Somebody  you 
know  as  quiet  and  shy  can  completely 
change  once  they  step  onto  the  field." 


Unfortunately,  Suite  E  and  Love's 
Boys  dreams  of  glory  were  not  to  be  - 
they  finished  the  season  0-4. 

Chamberlain's  hair,  however, 
remained  intact. 

"I  was  afraid  he'd  remember  that  at 
an  inopportune  moment  in  the  future," 
Lovering  admitted. 

"Intramural  football  is  a  great  way  to 
make  new  friends  and  have  a  great 
time,"  Roland  said,  "you  just  have  to 
remember  to  keep  that  belt  tight,  or 
else  you  could  give  the  audience  a 
completely  different  kind  of  show." 

Boone  had  additional  words  of 
advice  for  those  brave  enough  to  step 


Falling  pants  seem  to  be  an  epidemic  on  the  intramural  gridiron. 

"It's  happened  so  many  times  I  can't  even  count." 


His  pants  fall  down. 

This  isn't  a  story  from  the  NFL  or 
NCAA,  it's  a  story  from  Samford's  intra- 
mural football  league,  one  that  has  been 
repeated  many  times. 

Falling  pants  seem  to  be  an  epidemic 
on  the  intramural  gridiron  "It's  hap- 
pened so  many  times  I  can't  even 
count,"  junior  Jason  Roland  said. 

Roland  played  for  Pi  Kapp  2  and  saw 
the  pants  problem  many  times.  "They 
go  for  the  flag  and  just  take  everything 
else,  too." 

Guys  are  not  the  only  players  who 
have  problems  with  their  uniforms 

"Somebody's  pants  were  always 
falling  down,"  Delta  Zetal's  Sarah 
Forrest  said.  "I  think  everyone  had  prob- 
lems with  the  belt  The  thing  is,  you're 
concentrating  on  getting  the  ball  to  the 
endzone,  so  you're  not  thinking  about 
keeping  your  pants  up." 

But  did  anything  interesting  happen 
that  didn't  involve  dropping  trousers9 


Loss  of  hair  may  not  be  as  dramatic 
as  loss  of  limb,  but  it  almost  happened 
on  the  ill-fated  Suite  E  and  Love's  Boys 
team. 

"That  was  when  my  hair  was  still 
pretty  shaggy,"  senior  David  Lovering 
explained.  "The  guys  and  I  had  a  bet  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season.  My  end  of 
the  bet  was  that  if  our  team  ended  up 
going  to  the  playoffs,  I'd  cut  my  hair." 

And  if  Suite  E  and  Love's  Boys  didn't 
go  to  the  playoffs7 

Lovering  pointed  at  teammate 
Dennis  Chamberlain  "Then  I  could  do 
anything  I  wanted  to  Dennis's  hair " 

The  game  was  the  kind  legends  are 
made  of,  with  an  underdog  team  facing 
a  juggernaut  on  the  field  for  one  last 
shot  at  victory.  Suite  E  and  Love's  Boys 
lined  up  against  their  opponent,  seeing 
their  dreams  of  glory  before  them 

"We  played  hard,  especially  with  so 
much  on  the  line,"  Chamberlain  said, 
rubbing  his  head 


foot  onto  the  intramural  field:  "Always 

keep  in  mind  that  sometimes  not  even 

the  nicest  girls  will  hesitate  to  break 

your  legs  if  you  have  it  coming  " 

"And  betting  is  never  a  good  idea," 

Chamberlain  added.  "Especially  when  it 

involves  your  hair."  „  ,_ 

by  Jeff  Greer 


football  football  football  foot 

"Intramural  football  is  a  great  way  to  make  new  friends  and 
have  a  great  time,  you  just  have  to  remember  to  keep  that  belt  tight, 
or  else  you  could  give  the  audience  a  completely  different  kind  of  show 


Intramural  Flag  Football  Stats: 


Total  Teams:  66 
Total  Games:  132 

Champions: 

Men  -  Law  Dogs 
Women  -  Lucky  Charms 


Total 
Participants 

Men  -  505 
Women  -  448 
Total  -  953 


Funny 
Names: 

Ragin  Towheads 
Sticky  Wickets 
Rabid  Secret  Squirrels 
Fighting  Amish 
Beeson  Bandits 
Fighting  Frogs 


Disciplinary 
Report: 

One  player  for  the 
Outlaws  was  ejected 
because  of  bad  language 


Injuries: 

Kelly  Morrison  - 

injured  finger 
Megan  McGarity  - 

broken  finger 
Brian  McPherson  - 

dislocated  finger 
Bill  Allen  -  broken  wrist 
Tina  Williams  - 

sprained  ankle 
Brian  Fister  -  cut  above 

eye  required  stitches 


Seth  Gibree  - 

broken  finger 
Brett  Ellis  -  torn  ACL  and 

twisted  knee 
Andy  Wilson  - 

broken  finger  required 

surgery 
Jenni  Drury  - 

sprained  ankle 
Carston  Lotz  - 

broken  ankle 


olleyball  volleyball 

From  the  beach 
to  Bashinsky 


Senior  Jonathan  Taylor  started  playing  indoor  volley- 
ball as  a  ninth  grader  at  DeLand  High  School  in  Daytona, 
Florida.  Through  that  experience  he  met  some  older 
guys  who  played  beach  volleyball  on  the  weekends. 

"I  started  playing  with  them  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
afternoons  at  the  beach.  The  summer  after  my  junior 
year  at  DeLand,  I  began  entering  tournaments  with  one 
of  the  guys  that  I  had  been  playing  with  on  the  week- 
ends." 

Taylor  played  all  four  years  of  high  school  and  was 
Florida's  Volleyball  Player  of  the  year  in  both  1994  and 
1 995.  As  a  senior,  he  was  one  of  the  highest  recruits  in 
the  nation  for  indoor  volleyball.   However,  he  soon 
learned  that  because  he  was  competing  on  the  profes- 
sional circuit  for  beach  volleyball,  he  was  he  was  no 
longer  eligible  to  play  in  college. 

"When  I  lost  my  eligibility  for  college  athletics,  I  didn't 
have  any  idea  where  I  wanted  to  go  to  school.  A  friend 
of  mine,  who  was  a  Samford  alumni,  brought  me  here 
one  weekend,  and  I  liked  it.  So  I  came  to  Samford  and 
actually  started  playing  Intramural  volleyball  with  Sigma 
Nu  This  year  I  decided  to  play  with  an  independent 
team  named  U.P.S."  The  team  won  the  tournament. 

But  Taylor  hasn't  completely  given  up  his  beach  game 
in  favor  of  the  indoor  court.  "My  partner  and  I  won  one 
of  the  major  circuit  tournaments  at  the  end  of  last  sum- 
mer in  Daytona.  Obviously,  I  don't  get  to  play  much  while 
I'm  at  Samford,  but  when  I  graduate  my  partner  and  I  are 
planning  on  really  focusing  on  our  game." 

by  Suzanne  Presley 


Intramural 
Volleyball  Stats: 

Champions: 


Men  -  U.P.S. 
Women  -  Zeta 


Participants: 


Men  -    196 
Women  -    171 
Total  -  367 
Total  Number  of  Teams 


Matches  Played: 

Regular  Season  -  81 
Playoffs  -   22 
Total  -    1 03 
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Funny  Names: 

Venomous  Garden  Weasels 
Bloody  Corndogs 
Dairy  Creamers 
Tasty  Desserts 


Softball  Softball  Softball  Softb, 


"Take  me  out  to  the. 

by  Courtney  Johnson 

Being  out  in  the  sun,  getting  some 
exercise  and  hanging  out  with  10  of 
your  closest  friends,  who  could  want 
more?  Intramural  softball  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  intramural  sports  offered 
at  Samford 

Senior  Jenni  Drury  has  played  intra- 
mural softball  all  four  years  at  Samford 
She  says  she  has  enjoyed  playing  for 
both  a  women's  and  a  co-ed  team 

"The  co-ed  teams  are  especially  fun 
because  you  get  to  pick  on  each  other, 
and  then  afterwards  everyone  goes  out 

"Everyone  on  the  field  gets  along  and  every- 
one seems  to  have  a  nickname. 

together  as  a  team.  It  has  been  a  great 
way  for  me  to  form  friendships  at 
Samford,"  she  said. 

Junior  Jay  King  played  on  a  men's 
team,  a  co-ed  team  and  still  found  time 
to  coach  a  women's  team.  He  says  he 
loves  softball  because  it's  such  a  laid- 
back  game.  "Everyone  on  the  field  gets 
along  and  everyone  seems  to  have  a 
nickname.  The  games  are  fun  to  watch, 
coach  and  participate  in  because  you 
just  never  know  what's  going  to  happen 
out  there. 

"How  could  you  not  play?"  Jay  asks. 
"It's  America's  favorite  pastime!" 


n 


exclamations 


STORIES  THAT  CREEPED 


RELATIONS  WITH  IRAQ 


by  Lena  Goldwin 

Refusing  to  cooperate  with  United  Nations  weapons  inspectors,  Iraq  caused  trouble  in  the  fall,  provoking  a  second 
war  with  the  United  States.  In  October  of  1998,  the  U.N.  sent  weapons  inspectors,  including  several  Americans,  to  Iraq 
to  inspect  for  destructive  weapons    Iraqi  military  officials,  however,  refused  to  let  any  Americans  enter,  accusing  them  of 
espionage. 

After  being  warned  by  the  United  States  and  Britain  of  military  action  to  enforce  cooperation,  Iraq  gave  no  response. 
As  a  result,  the  United  States  sent  troops,  ships  and  warplanes  to  the  gulf  region. 

As  President  Clinton  set  the  air  strikes  in  motion,  Iraq  responded,  agreeing  to  cooperate  with  weapons  inspectors 
from  the  U.N.  Special  Commission,  but  their  cooperation  only  postponed  the  attack. 

In  December  Iraq  defied  U.N.  procedures  again,  leaving  U.S.  forces  no  choice  but  to  invade.   For  four  days,  they 
bombed  Iraqi  territory,  punishing  the  country  for  its  unauthorized  decision. 

Although  air  strikes  ceased,  tension  between  the  two  countries  remains  strong.  The  United  States  continues  to  keep  a 
steady  eye  on  Iraq's  driving  force,  Saddam  Hussein.   President  Clinton  said  in  a  televised  address,  "So  long  as  Saddam 
remains  in  power,  he  will  remain  a  threat  to  his  people,  his  region  and  the  world." 

FROM  A  DISTANCE 

^^^^^^^  by  Bethany  M.  Lane 

The  God  of  Birmingham  can  only  be  seen  from  afar. 
II  The  Vulcan,  symbol  of  Birmingham,  closed  indefinitely  the  week  of  March  8.  The  statue,  which 

replicates  the  Roman  god  of  the  forge,  was  designed  by  Birmingham  Steel  &  Iron  Co.  for  the 
1904  World's  Fair  held  in  St.  Louis.   In  the  1930's  the  statue  was  moved  from  the  Alabama 
A.  State  Fairgrounds  to  its  current  perch  atop  Red  Mountain 

£*  The  closing  was  the  result  of  a  consultant's  report  of  dangerous  cracks  in  Vulcan's  frame. 

^  This  distance  from  a  god  was  seemingly  unimportant  to  the  Samford  community  until  Alpha 

■  •  Omicron  Pi  was  forced  to  cancel  a  party  that  was  to  be  held  at  the  Vulcan. 

Maybe  they  can  reschedule  when  getting  closer  to  Birmingham's  god  becomes  a  little 
easier.   Plans  for  renovation  include  bringing  Vulcan  down  and  performing  a  S2  million 
^rtfc^  surgery  on  his  cracked  body.  Other  plans  to  improve  Vulcan  include  exposing  the  original 

^H  !  I  stonework,  opening  the  observation  deck  and  adding  lighting    There  is  also  a  push  to 

^^L^        A  remove  buildings  a)  Vul<  an  ■■  base  and  move  them  to  a  site  down  the  hill. 

V^k_  One  of  the  most  controversial  aspects  of  Vulcan's  restoration  involves  removing  his  light- 

V  ed  torch,  which  signals  auto-related  deaths,  and  replacing  it  with  the  spear  he  originally  held. 


MONICA  MADNESS 

by  Mary  Grace  McCaskill 
When  Monica's  Story  hit  bookstores  on  March  4,  1999,  it  was  an  immediate  bestseller  The  story- 
book-sensation shared  Monica  Lewinsky's  account  of  her  "inappropriate"  relationship  with  President  Bill 
Clinton,  which  had  a  less  than  fairytale  ending  and  became  a  seemingly  endless  saga  of  sex,  lies  and  video- 
tape the  entire  country  had  to  reckon  with 

The  former  intern's  allegations  against  Bill  Clinton  lead  to  an  investigation  and  eventually  a  449-page  report 
from  prosecutor  Kenneth  Starr.  On  December  18,1998,  the  House  of  Representatives  voted  to  impeach  the 
President  on  counts  of  perjury  and  obstruction  of  justice.  The  Senate  later  acquitted  Clinton  on  February  1 2,  1999 

DEATH  OF  A  POPULIST 

by  Adam  P.  Plant 

An  Alabamian  died  this  year.   He  did  not  leave  this  earth  as  he  had  once  lived  on  it  -  fiery  and  venomous,  playing 
to  the  fears  of  a  misguided  public.   He  was  not  the  giant  that  dominated  politics  in  the  State  of  Alabama  for  three 
decades  of  this  century.   George  Wallace,  when  he  passed  from  this  world  on  September  13,  1998,  was  but  a  shell 
of  the  former  Golden  Gloves  boxing  champion  and  the  newly  elected  governor  that,  in  1962,  proclaimed 
"Segregation  now...  segregation  tomorrow,  .segregation  forever!"  Wallace  was  not  that  man,  and  had  not  been  for 
many  years 

As  an  emerging  moderate,  he  took  his  lumps  in  the  1958  gubernatorial  election  to  the  racially  fervent  John 
Patterson.  Wallace  once  confessed,  "I  started  out  talking  about  schools  and  highways  and  prisons  and  taxes,  and  I 
couldn't  make  them  listen  Then  I  began  talking  about  niggers  and  they  stomped  the  floor."  Wallace  never  hesitated 
to  play  the  race  card  in  an  election  and  use  the  people's  fears  for  his  own  gain. 

History  will  tell  the  final  score  of  Wallace's  life  and  impact  on  American  politics,  how  he  stood  in  the  schoolhouse 
door  and  prayed  with  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson  on  the  eve  of  his  own  presidential  run  in  1988.  Regardless  of  Wallace's 
repentance  and  desired  absolution  of  his  early  racist  platform,  he  is  gone  to  receive  what  peace  the  next  world  confers. 


THE  FORCE  IS  BACK 

by  Jeff  Greer 

May,  1 999,  marks  the  return  of  the  Star  Wars  universe  to  our  culture.  It  also  marks  the  biggest  event  in 
movie  history  to  this  date 

What  other  film  has  been  deemed  "Movie  of  the  year"  by  USA  Today  -  six  months  before  its 
release?  What  other  film  has  drawn  scores  of  crowds  -  just  to  watch  a  two-and-a-half  minute 
preview? 

The  most  popular  film  series  in  history  is  adding  another  chapter,  much  to  the  delight  of 
fans  around  the  world.  Star  Wars,  Episode  I:  The  Phantom  Menace,  debuts  in  North 
American  theaters  May  19 

yes,  Episode  I  is  going  to  be  big.  But  I'm  not  talking  about  Godzilla  big  or  Titanic 
big  -  this  film  has  the  potential  to  change  everything  we  know  about  movies. 

If  you  saw  the  two  previews  released  in  theaters,  you  caught  a  glimpse  of  the 
incredible  worlds,  creatures  and  technology  to  be  shown  in  the  film.  What  you 
might  not  know  is  that  most  of  what  you  saw  in  those  previews  was  completely 
computer  generated. 

With  The  Phantom  Menace,  Lucas  is  ushering  in  the  digital  age  of  storytelling 
But  what  will  keep  this  film  from  being  another  Godzilla  is  Lucas's  continued  focus 
on  storytelling.  Instead  of  letting  his  special  effects  run  the  show,  Lucas  only  allows 
them  to  support  the  story.  The  main  themes  -  loyalty,  honor,  fear,  revenge  -  shine 
through. 

yes,  the  Force  is  back. 

And  things  will  never  be  the  same 


seniors  . 

speak 


Have  you  ever  been  chased 

by  security?  Why? 

-yes,  for  "rolling  through"  a  stop  sign.  But  don't  worry,  I  was  only 
given  a  "warning." 

-yes,  for  throwing  acorns  off  the  top  of  Vail  onto  people's  heads. 

-yes,  for  driving  my  Jeep  across  the  quad 

-yes,  for  launching  water  balloons  at  the  guard  shack  at  a  good 
300  yards.  They  busted  us,  but  let  us  off  on  a  sympathy  bid. 

-yes.  I  ran  over  a  median/planter  at  three  in  the  morning. 

-yes.  I  swerved  to  miss  a  speed  bump  and  they  thought  I  needed  a 
DUI  test. 

-yes.  I  used  the  quad  as  a  driving  range. 

-yes.  I  got  caught  smoking  pot  on  the  quad. 

-yes,  for  peeing  on  a  bush  outside  the  library 

-yes.  I  dared  a  friend  to  drive  on  the  sidewalk  across  the  quad, 
starting  in  front  of  Brooks    We  got  as  far  as  Ben  Brown  Plaza 
when  one  of  the  campus  safety  officers,  who  was  sitting  in  the 
security  van  parked  in  front  of  DBH,  turned  his  flashing  lights  on 
and  started  to  pull  toward  us.   My  friend  freaked  out,  threw  his 
gearshift  into  reverse  and  started  driving  faster  than  I've  ever  s 
seen  anyone  drive  in  reverse.   But  to  no  avail    Another  officer, 
who  apparently  had  nothing  to  do  besides  park  behind  Reid 
Chapel,  apprehended  us  as  we  screeched  onto  Montague  Drive. 
The  ticket  was  the  best  S25  I've  ever  lost. 


What  is  the  craziest  thing  you've 
ever  done  at  night  " 

on  campus? 

-I  really  don't  think  I  should  go  public  with 

that  information. 
-I  stole  the  Pi  Kappa  Phi  Step  Sing  sign  with 

Shana  Glasgow  from  the  caf. 
-I  put  a  dead  raccoon  on  a  girlfriend's  car. 
-Open  mic  in  the  Wright  Center  at  three  am 
-I  rappelled  off  the  back  of  Seibert  Gym 
-We  panty  raided  the  ADPi  house  while  several 

of  them  were  asleep. 
-I  made-out  in  the  baseball  dugout 
-I  ran  around  naked  while  smoking  cigars  and 

playing  football 
-I  climbed  on  top  of  the  University  Center  and 

fell  climbing  back  down  —  I  got  a  nice 

concussion,  too. 
-I  swam  in  the  fountain  —  nude. 
-I  climbed  up  on  the  roof  of  Reid  Chapel  to  see 

if  it  was  possible  to  project  the  Batman 

emblem  from  the  huge  spotlight.  It  isn't 


What  do  you  regn 
your  time  at 


£  about 
:>amford? 


-I  didn't  get  to  raid  Dr.  Corts'  office. 

-I  wasted  some  of  the  time  I  had  studying. 

-I  wish  I  had  tried  to  use  the  3-to-1  girl/guy 

ratio  to  my  advantage, 
-you  mean  what  didn't  I  regret. 
-That  I  didn't  learn  early  enough  the  impor 

tance  of  sleep 
-Only  hanging  out  with  my  group  of  friends. 


If  you  became  a  millionaire  would  you 
donate  money  to  Samford?  For  what? 

-yes,  but  only  if  they  would  allow  open  dorms  for  more 

time  and  more  often,  and  if  they  started  having  more 

fun  activities  for  the  students, 
-yes.  I  would  donate  money  to  Samford  for  sure  It  would 

be  to  subsidize  steak  and  seafood  buffets  in  the  caf. 

Also,  it  would  be  used  to  recruit  some  good  athletes  so 

we  could  win  the  National  Championship, 
yes,  to  fund  the  destruction  of  the  speedbumps 
yes,  so  the  bookstore  could  lower  their  prices, 
yes  But  the  money  could  only  be  used  to  restart  the 

Cornerstone  program, 
yes,  to  build  a  golf  course. 


What  was  your  most 
embarrassing  moment  at  Samford? 

-The  past  four  years  because  of  my  "Sand  Mountain  country-boy"  accent. 

-I  was  watching  T.V.  when  my  foreign  suitemate  (who  had  just  gotten  out  of  the 

shower),  sat  down  next  to  me.  Fifteen  minutes  later  I  turned  to  speak  to  her  and 

realized  she  was  only  wearing  a  pair  of  jeans.  Needless  to  say,  we  had  some 

modesty  issues. 
-I  ran  down  the  fraternity  row  naked  on  a  cold  night  and  a  group  of  Zetas  caught  me 

dancing  in  front  of  a  streetlight. 
-I  commented  on  a  cute  guy  in  the  caf,  only  to  have  the  guy  at  my  table  call  him  over 

and  ask  him  to  show  us  his  butt.  Then  he  told  the  guy  that  I  had  been  talking 

about  his  cute  butt. 
-I  spotted  my  crush  on  the  quad,  and  when  I  pointed  him  out  to  my  roommate,  my 

comment  echoed  off  the  Divinity  building  and  he  heard  it. 
-I  spent  the  night  on  the  quad  with  a  bunch  of  guys  and  woke  up  Saturday  morning 

all  by  myself. 
-When  I  was  a  freshman,  a  classmate  took  my  shirt  after  swimming  class.  I  had  to 

walk  across  campus  cold  and  without  a  shirt.  I  got  some  pretty  funny  looks. 
-I  had  just  been  to  the  caf  and  stolen  several  miniature  Christmas  trees,  which  I  had 

shoved  in  my  bookbag.  I  went  to  Samford  Hall,  and  was  coming  out  the  front 

when  I  slipped  on  the  marble  stairs  and  the  stolen  trees  in  my  bookbag  threw  my 

balance  off  and  I  tumbled  down  several  stairs.  I  still  have  a  scar  that  runs  all  the 

way  up  the  front  of  my  shin! 
-I  spoke  in  front  of  my  class  with  my  fly  open 
-I  scraped  the  left  side  of  my  face  off  when  I  hit  a  speed  bump  going  40  miles  per 

hour  down  the  hill  on  rollerblades. 
-Whenever  I  had  to  tell  any  other  college  student  where  I  went  to  school. 
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What  is  your  best 
memory  of  Samford? 

-When  I  returned  to  5th  West  from 
Christmas  my  freshman  year. 

-The  ice  storm  on  '96.  We  sledded 
down  the  hill  by  Vail  on  caf  trays. 

-Hanging  out  with  my  Cornerstone 
guinea  pigs  in  the  lower  level  of  the 
old  library. 

-When  I  smoked  cigars  in  the  bell 
tower  with  my  brother  Ryan. 

-A  fellow  classmate  asked  me  out  for 
a  drink,  then  promptly  informed  me 
we  had  to  go  where  no  Samford 
students  would  see  us.  Gee,  thanks! 


If  you  had  it  to  do  over  again 
ild  you  Still  come  to  Samford? 

-yes,  because  I  want  four  more  years 

of  caf  food, 
-no  (period), 
-yes,  we  have  something  here  that 

we  always  take  for  granted. 

We  have  made  friends  here  that 

are  going  to  last  a  lifetime. 


what's  the  most  creative 

meal  you  ever  ate  in  the  caf? 

-I  wouldn't  know... I  ate  a  sandwich  everyday  for  two  years. 
-I  had  veal  and  Capt  Crunch  casserole. 


What's  the  best  thing  you've 
ever  done  during  convo? 

-I  had  water  balloon  wars  on  the  quad  or  slept 

in  my  hammock. 
-I  passed  love  notes. 

-I  listened  to  a  book  on  tape  via  my  Walkman. 
-I  got  up  and  danced  a  little. 
-I  asked  a  girl  out  on  a  date. 
-I  avoided  the  cattle  flocking  in  the  food  court. 


— '  What  was  your  best 
spring  break  experience? 

-In  '97  watching  the  dolphins  and  Martha 
Stewart  at  St.  Simon's  Island. 

-I  went  to  Panama  City  and  a  topless  woman 
with  her  father  bummed  a  ride  to  their 
apartment  from  my  friend  and  me.  We 
drove  them  for  about  two  or  three  miles 
on  the  strip  from  Club  LaVela.  The  worst 
thing  about  it  was  that  she  wasn't  that 
good  looking. 

When  I  told  the  security  guard  at  Club 
LaVela  that  I  was  the  guitarist  for  Seven 
Mary  3  and  they  let  me  in  for  free  and  let 
me  backstage  to  meet  the  real  band. 


Who  is  the  smartest  „ 
person  you  know? 

-Nathan  Lott 

-Jason  Seale 
-Kerry  Edwards 

-John  Robinson 
-Libby  Lovett 
-Tony  Landreth 
-John  Weaver 
-Brian  Hunter 

-Matt  McKee 
-Jeff  Troiano 
-Dr.  Vann 

-Ed  Marshall 
-Jenny  Eaton 

-Perry  Wright. 
-Dr.  Bryan 


Who  at  Samford  do  you 
you  had  gotten  to 
know  better? 

-Amy  Beth  Purcell 
-Dr.  Corts 
-the  ghost  in  the  Wright  Center... 
I  looked  for  him  three  times, 
never  saw  a  thing  (had  lots  of 
fun  though!) 

-Jennifer  Hackett 
-Christ  and  a  few  guys 
-Todd  Holmes 
-Jed  Adams 

-Jennifer  Lutrell 

-Heather  Lyrene 
-whoever  got  rid  of  the  Beeson 
Woods  speedbump 
-Joe  from  the  caf 
-Barbara  Sloan 
-The  Environmental  Design  Group  -  oh  I 
forgot,  I  already  know  Hose,  Carlos, 
Guillermo,  and  Steve 
-Mary  and  Kiki  in  the  food  court 
-Jarod  Poplin 
-sorority  girls 

-Miss  Cindy  in  the  bookstore 
-Melissa  Knox 
Mike  Erkmann 


Who  is  your  Samford  crush? 


-yeah  right 
-Hillary  Olsen 

-Dean  Cox 
-Jas  Roberts 

-Wilson  Moore 
-Heidi  Sauers 
-Laura  york 

-Lamar  Whitaker 

-Matt  Hoppe 
-Jennifer  Andrews 
-Reed  Rawlings 

-Rachel  Ritter 
-Damon  Anderson 
-Colleen  Massey 
-Jake  Thomas 

-Johnathan  Munson 
-Chris  Gaston 
-the  little  bulldog  mascot  at  all 
the  games  (the  actual  one, 
not  the  student 
in  costume) 


is  your  favorite 
professor? 


Who  has 
four 


influenced  you  the 
most  over  the  past 
years? 

-Chris  Metress 

-Jackie  Goldstien 
-Olan  Stubbs 

-Mary  at  Waffle  House 
-Joe,  the  caf  worker 

-Marisa  Ransom 
-Stewart  Harris 

-Dr.  Felton. 
-Dr.  Workman 


-Dr.  Michael  Janas 
-Dr.  Ed  Felton 
-Dr.  Stephen  Ruble 

-Dr.  David  Shipley 
-Dr.  Penny  Marler 
-Dr.  Charles  Workman 

-Dr.  Dennis  Jones 
-Dr.  Steven  Epley 
-Dr.  John  Venable 

-Dr.  Julie  Steward 
-the  one  that  lets  us  out  early 
-Dr.  Paul  Holloway 

-Dr.  Rosemary  Fisk 
-Dr.  Stephen  Chew 

-Kelly  Bryant 
-Dr.  Dennis  Sansom 

-Dr.  George  Crocker 
-Dr    Chris  Metress 

-Dr.  David  Chapman 
-Dr.  Jim  Brown 
-Dr.  Richard  Neely 


Who  is  the 
biggest  slacker? 

-Ray  Under 
-Trey  Posey 

-B.T.  Kelley 
-Jenny  Goforth 
-Drew  Akin 
-Billy  Aycock 

-Johnathan  Taylor 
-Lexie  Pfoff 
-Mark  Field 

-Elizabeth  Mangham 
Jason  Stubblefield 
-Todd  Hayes 


Who  is  the  biggest  player? 


-Cody  Burns 
-Ryan  Dorr 

-Brian  Phillips 
-Ryan  Floyd 

-too  many  to  name 
-Lacey  Argo 
-Zach  Laymen 

-Ray  Linder 
-Brian  McPherson 
-Dan  Wilkerson 

-Mark  Salyers 
-Adam  Plant 

-Jake  Thomas 
-Brian  Holmes 
-Brad  Pimpson 
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